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THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett) took the Chair
at 2.15S p.m., and read prayers.

TRANSPORT: AIRPORT

Margaret River: Petition

MR DLA.IIE (Vasse) [2.17 p.m.]: I have a
petition which reads as follows-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned wish to register our
objections to the proposed site of the
Margaret River airport for the following
reasons:-

I . Destroying approximately 634 acres
of natural forest.

2. Disruption to the attraction of the
area for visitors to the South West.

3. Sited in natural forest whi'ch is
gazetted as a water catchment area.

4. Disruption of the lifestyle of land-
owners and livestock in the flight
paths.

5. Noise and pollution from planes over
the townsite.

6. Potential loss of land values in the
vicinity of the airport.

7. There is already a suitable, satisfac-
tory airstrip in Augusta.

8. The present airstrip could be
upgraded to take any but large JETS.

Your petititioners. therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears seven signatures. I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition Na. 6.)

WATER RESOURCES: FLUORIDATION
Implementation: Petition

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2. 19 p.m.J: I have a
further petition which reads as follows-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned ratepayers of the
Busselton Water Board request the
Government does not proceed to fluori-
date the water supplies of our community
on the grounds that the recent poll of rate-
payers voted overwhelmingly against this
measure and further with the non-adop-
tion of fluoridated water, the Busselton
community be assessed to evaluate the
health effects or other-wise on district resi-
dents in comparison with residents from
other fluoridated areas of the State.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears IlI signatures. I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 7.)

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

I . Land Amendment Bill.
2. Reserves and Land Revestment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Taylor (Minister for Lands) and read a
first time.

WATER POLICE
Relocation: Ministerial Statement

MR GORDON HILL (Helena-Honorary
Minister'assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) [2.25 p.m.]-by leave:
Following an initial approach by a private
developer, Saland Pty Ltd, with a view to
having water police relinquish any claims
which they may have to a site at Lot 363
Doepel Street, North Fremantle the developer
identified several potential sites which were
evaluated by police and rejected.

In the second half of 1985 the developer
identified the Harvest Road site as a potential
water police headquarters. Police assessed the
site and formed the view that it was the best of
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all sites, including Lot 363 Doepel Street. The
developer has informed me that his proposal to
consolidate the site at Harvest Road was
undertaken in consultation with the chairman
of the planning committee of the Fremantle
City Council, which consultation commenced
in late 1985.

In making its decision to relocate the water
police, the Government considered the follow-
ing three alternatives: Lot 363 Doepel Street; a
site adjacent to the Stirling Bridge; and Harvest
Road.

The developer offered a contribution of
$250 000 towards the cost of building the fa-
cility if it were located at either the Stirling
Bridge or Harvest Road sites.

Harvest Road was chosen in order to provide
water police with what in the police view was
the best available site for their purposes.

In addition to the contribution of $250 000
the developer has an agreement to acquire a
portion of privately-owned freehold land
together with a portion of a privately-owned
leasehold interest in a riverfront lot owned by
the Government and to transfer those interests
to the Government at no cost in order to effect
the necessary consolidation to create the Har-
vest Road site.

In exchange, the police will relinquish any
claim which they may have had to Lot 363
Doepel Street, previously earmarked for them,
leaving the way open for the developer to nego-
tiate with Government for a leasehold interest
in Lot 363 Doepel Street on normal commer-
cial terms based on a valuation acceptable to
the Valuer General.

In making its decision the Government con-
sidered and, where possible, accommodated
reasonable and legitimate interests of nearby
residents by ensuring continued safe public ac-
cess to what will be an improved river beach
area, upgraded at the developer's cost.

Shortly before rejection by the Fremantle
City Council of an application to close the rel-
evant portion of Harvest Road it camne to my
notice that a person claiming to be a
spokesperson for the North Fremantle com-
munity association had indicated that the road-
way was rarely used by residents to access the
beach area. Despite that it was proposed to
lobby council to reject the proposed road clos-
ure in an obvious attempt to delay or stop the
project.

Initially, the residents group was reported in
the Press as opposing the project on the round
that the residents would lose their beach. How-

ever, when it became clear that this was incor-
rect the group developed what appear to be
arguments of convenience to support its oppo-
sition.

An offer was made to a delegation, which
included a Fremantle City councillor, resident
in North Fremantle, to consider a basis for
minimising any loss of what was described to
me by the delegation as a swimming area. How-
ever, that offer was not taken up.

in those circumstances and because of the
delay resulting from the successful lobbying of
council it will be necessary to effect the
required road closure by legislation which is
presently being prepared if the water police are
to have the facility which they urgently require
to be operational by the time of the America's
Cup.

It is my hope that Fremantle City councillors
will reflect on the history of this matter and
appreciate that they should look to their own if
they feel that they have not been kept informed
of events.

I believe that a reasonable accommodation
of residents' needs has been made and it is now
necessary to take purposeful steps to ensure
that the water police are not impeded in the
efficient performance of their function by con-
tinuing to deny them proper facilities from
which to conduct their essential operations and
I remind the Fremantle City Council and mem-
bers of this Parliament of the importance of
this facility to our police.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [2.30 p.m.]: I wish
to respond to the statement made by the
Honorary Minister assisting the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and I thank
him for providing me with a copy of the
statement which he has just read to the House.

I place on record the Opposition's very high
regard for the Western Australian Police Force
and to make it clear to the Government that
the Opposition will not, in any way, frustrate
any attempts it makes to improve conditions
for the Police Force in order to make it more
effective and efficient.

The Opposition recognises the need for new
facilities for the water police in this State, but it
is somewhat concerned at the methods used in
the selection of a new site. In recent days I have
placed a number of questions on the Notice
Paper in respect of the proposed use of a site in
Harvest Road in Fremantle for the State
water police and to date the Minister has found
it convenient not to answer those questions.
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I suggest that the reason the ministerial
statement has been made in this House today
is, in response not only to my interest and the
interest of Opposition members, but also be-
cause of the interest shown by the residents in
that community.

Mr Taylor: What does the local member
think about it?

Mr CASH: The local member has spoken to
me about this matter. I am aware of his
thoughts on it and if the Minister for Health
would give me a few minutes I will relay those
thoughts to the House. In a moment the Minis-
ter for Health can stand up and inform the
House whether he is prepared to support the
Western Australian Police Force. Obviously the
Minister for Health was not listening to his
colleague when he delivered the statement to
the House.

The statement did not address the questions
that are being asked by the local residents. For
instance, the Honorary Minister stated that the
Government considered three sites for the relo-
cation of the water police, but he did not give
reasons why the Commissioner for Police be-
lieves that the site which has been chosen is the
best of all those sites available. I am sure that is
something which the Honorary Minister can
address in due course. in fact, it is a question
that has been placed on the Notice Paper.

I am somewhat concerned about the methods
that have been used and I am surprised, be-
cause the new facilities for the water police will
be a public facility, that the Honorary Minister
did not call for expressions of interest from
competent developers who may have been able
to offer a greater selection of sites than those
which were offered to the Government.

I am aware that discussions have been in
place for something like two years and I reiter-
ate that it is not the Opposition's intention to
frustrate the Government in its moves in this
area. However, the Opposition does suggest
that there are ways of dealing with public
land-we have just witnessed the debacle of
the sale of the Midland abattoir site and that,
of course, will be the subject of continued dis-
cussion in this House in the future.

The Honorary Minister claimed in his
statement that the local residents appear to be
appeased, but despite their suggested appease-
ment did not attend a certain meeting to which
he invited them. I do not know whether the
Honorary Minister is aware that a public rally
was held on the beach near Harvest Road last

weekend, but I can assure him that the local
residents are interested about what is going on.

Mr Gordon HitL Did you attend?
Mr CASH: [ did not have to attend the rally

because I have had close contact with some of
the senior people involved with the organis-
ation which is asking the Government to come
clean on its proposals.

I reiterate that the Opposition supports the
move by the Government to provide additional
facilities for the water police. All I am doing is
raising some doubts about the methods this
Government uses in its dealings with public
land.

The proposal at the moment is for a ped-
estrian accessway to be provided to allow resi-
dents to move down Harvest Road, past the
proposed water police site, to gain access to the
beach. Perhaps the Honorary Minister will be
good enough to advise whether this is the inten-
tion of the Government.

Mr Gordon Hill: A landscaped route will
provide access to the beach.

Mr CASH: Is it also proposed to upgrade the
beach?

Mr Gordon Hill: Yes.
Mr CASK: These are the sorts of questions

that are being asked by the community.
Mr Gordon Hill: They have been told this. A

number of residents and a city councillor
attended a meeting at which 1 was present.

Mr CASH: Obviously they have not been
comiforted by the answers they have been given
to date.

Mr Gordon Hill: They have been told face to
face and through the media. How many times
do they have to be told?

Mr CASH: The Opposition stands in support
of the proposal to provide modemn facilities for
the water police. All it is trying to do is show
the Honorary Minister assisting the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services that he can-
not play with public lands in the same way in
which the Government has played with them in
the past. Answers are required.

The Hono rary Minister has said the beach in
that area will be upgraded and that will be
appreciated by the people in the community.
However, I ask the Honorary Minister whether
he can tell the House the reason that the design
of the jetties provides for the police boats to
back out into the bathing area.

Mr Gordon Hill: That is not true.
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Mr CASH: I have the plan in my hand and it
shows what the Government intends to do.

Mr Gordon Hill: How did you acquire it?
Mr CASH: I suggest to the Honorary Minis-

ter that he does not worry about that. However,
it is a plan about which the Honorary Minister
obviously knows very little and it shows that
the police boats will be required to back out
into the bathing area. Therefore, the Honorary
Minister and the Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy are not informed in that area.

Mr Parker: We are informed. You are not
informed. You are wrong.

Mr CASH: I suggest to the Minister for Min-
erals and Energy that he does not get carried
away and that he should listen to the construc-
tive comments I am making.

What I suggest to the Honorary Minister is
that he look at the design of the jetties which
are proposed in that area and ascertains
whether the pens can be resited to allow the
police boats to move out without backing into
the bathing area.

Mr Gordon Hill: That is not shown on the
plan.

Mr CASH: Obviously the Honorary Minister
cannot read the plan.

The Opposition supports the proposal that
modemn facilities be provided for the water
police. However, the Opposition questions the
methodology used in the acquistion of the land
and further advises the Government that it is
in a position to suggest ways that might im-
prove the design of the plan.

Mr Evans: Mr Speaker, may I request that
the plan referred to by the member for Mt
Lawley be tabled.

The SPEAKER: In answer to the member for
Warren I regret that under the revised Standing
Orders of this House it is not possible to re-
quest members, other than Ministers, to table
documents in that way.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 1 7 June.
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.38 p.m.]: I

begin by congratulating you, Mr Speaker, on
your election to a very important office in our
parliamentary system. Not only do you have to
be the chairperson of the proceedings that oc-
cur in this place, but also you are the symbol of
the parliamentary system itself and you speak
for us in our dealings with the Monarch and
Her representatives in this State. It is a dis-

tinguished and important position and I wish
you well.

.May I remind you, Mr Speaker, of the
remarks made by the Speaker in the House of
Commons in 1642 when the Monarch tried to
bully him into giving up the names of those
people who it was claimed were plotting against
the Monarch. The Speaker, who was under
pressure at the time, said-

Sir, I have ears to hear and lips to speak
only that the people shall command me.

I hope that you, Mr Speaker, will take those
fine words into account in your dealings in this
place.

I came to this Parliament as a result of a by-
election caused by the resignation of Mr Ron
Davies who had served the electorate of
Victoria Park with great distinction for 25
years. It is a great privilege to follow in Ron's
footsteps. Not only did he win the respect of his
electors, but indeed one could say also that he
was loved by his electors because of the hard
work he put in over the years on their behalf.

He was a patient and understanding man
who took the time and effort to listen to all of
his constituents no matter who they were or
where they came from. Not only was Ron a
first-class local member of Parliament, he also
achieved high office. He was the Leader of the
Opposition for the Parliamentary Labor Party
from 1978 to 1981, a Minister in the Tonkin
Government from 1971 to 1974, and a Minis-
ter of the Burke Government from 1983 to
1986. I am sure all members here wish Ron
well in London, where he will be our State's
Agent General.

Victoria Park is one of our older electorates,
formed in 1930. Indeed, while canvassing dur-
ing the by-election, I discovered that many of
the people who grew up in that electorate in the
1930s are still there today. It was a pleasure to
meet with them and talk over the problems of
the day.

Today, the electorate covers not only the
core areas of Victoria Park and East Victoria
Park, but also Lathlain, parts of Carlisle,
Kensington, South Perth, and St James. The
bulk of the electorate is composed of working-
class men and women and their families, many
of whom have left the work force and gone into
retirement. Many are still in the work force and
are vitally interested in the basic questions of
politics that relate to the provision of employ-
ment, the promotion of economic growth and
social justice in Western Australia. These are
the traditional and basic aims of the party that
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I will represent in this Parliament-the
Australian Labor Party.

The electorate contains also a very important
small business component associated with the
commercial centre along Albany Highway and
an increasing proportion of younger pro-
fessional people and students seeking qualifi-
cations. These people, the traditional Victoria
Park electorate, and the newer people cormi.ng
into the electorate, plus the small business
component, are very keen to see that Victoria
Park preserves its quality of life, its residential
quality, and its inner urban nature. I will be
looking forward to working with the elected
representatives of the South Perth City Council
and the Perth City Council to see that that
residential amenity is preserved and that the
social amenities are improved as resources al-
low. I have a great belief in the system of local
government and I intend to work with the
elected representatives at local level, to bring
about an improvement of the area, having my-
self served on a city council in the past.

I come to this Parliament from Murdoch
University where I was a lecturer from 1981 to
1986. 1 was also a postgraduate student from
1975 to 1977 when the university was first set
up. I would like 10 make a few brief comments
about the university.

Despite some early doubts about the viability
of Murdoch University it has survived through
some troubled times. It now plays an important
part in the higher education system of this
State. Enrolments this year totalled 4 619. Next
year it will begin marketing in Malaysia and
Singapore to attract full fee-paying students. It
hopes to attract 100 fee-paying students per
annum.

Murdoch University has contributed to
higher education in this State in many ways.
The one I wish to focus on today relates to
access. "Access" is a very important word in
the vocabulary of members on this side of the
House. We believe that higher education
should be opened up to as many people as poss-
ible who are capable of enjoying it. Part of the
philosophy of Murdoch University has been to
have a flexible definition of the phrase "being
capable of enjoying it". It has been a great
privilege to have been at a university where
mature age students, particularly women, have
been encouraged to apply for admission with-
out necessarily having a formal educational
background. These students may have left
school at a young age when expectations were
not as high as they are today. They have been
accepted into the higher educational system

and have achieved a great deal. It has been a
pleasure to see that process of access opening
up opportunities for mature age students.

Secondly, I refer to distance education. The
external studies unit of Murdoch University
brings higher education to the outlying areas of
this State. The university has established a very
good reputation in the country by opening up
opportunities to those who live in outlying
areas. What we see is the philosophy of the
Labor Party and the philosophy of educational
equality in operation. The proof of the pudding
is in the eating. The flexible definition of the
phrase "opening up education" has not meant
a decline in standards. What it has meant is
that people who mnay never had the chance of
such education in the past have now been given
the opportunity and have grabbed it.

I believe in the philosophy that has been
outlined by the Leader of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party, Mr Deng Xiaoping, when he said
that he does not care about the colour of cats so
long as they catch mice. The philosophy at
Murdoch University has proved to be success-
ful1.

I come to this Chamber as a fourth gener-
ation Western Australian. I cannot be accused
of being a carpetbagger from the Eastern States.
My great-great-grandfather on my father's side,
James Gallop, along with his brothers Richard
and Edward, arrived on the "Lotus" in 1829.
My great-preat-grandmother was also on that
first fleet. The Gallops were indentured
labourers from the county of Sussex. Eventu-
ally, they became landowners in Western
Australia and with their sons and daughters
played an important role in the development of
this State in the 19th century. They were
associated with the development of the
Nedlands area. James Gallop senior left
Nedlands in the 1850~s to shift to Fremantle
because he believed he could further the edu-
cation of his children by so doing. The Gallops
also played an important part in the North
Perth, Fremantle, and York areas. The family
were pioneers of the market garden and wine
industries of this State.

During the 20th century one of my relations
was a member of the Legislative Council of
Western Australia. He was George James Gal-
lop Warden Miles who was the member for
North Province from 1916 to 1950. He started
as an Independent and then became a Liberal
in the last years of his service.
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I have referred to my family history because
I have a degree of consciousness of the history
of British settlement in this State. We need to
continue to develop our State as a prosperous
and caring society. I wish to quote from a letter
written by Thomas Gallop-a shepherd in
Sullington-to his sons who came to Western
Australia in 1829. His sons wrote back to him
and said that they were having some trouble
with the Aboriginal population. Thomas Gal-
lop Snr-who was illiterate-got someone to
write back to his sons to say and I quote,
"recollect that you are intruders in their
country". I think those words should be
remembered by us today.

Not only should we continue to have a con-
sciousness of the contribution that British and
European settlers have made to this State but
we also need to come to grips with the
consequences of our settlement on the original
inhabitants of this State.

I make reference to the Constitution that
governs the operation of the legislature, the
Executive, and the judiciary. In fact, there is
not a State Constitution. There are a number of
Acts of Parliament which make up what we
would call a Constitution. Members will see
these on their tables as "Acts and other infor-
mation relating to the Parliament". There are
two basic Acts, the Constitution Act of 1889
and the Constitution Acts Amendment Act of
1899. There are also two other Acts, the Elec-
toral Act of 1907 and the Electoral Districts
Act of 1947.

I do not want to say anything about the last
two Acts, but when the Government's electoral
reform programme is presented I hope to say
more on the electoral system of this State. In
reference to the Constitution Act and the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act, I am pleased
that I have come into this Parliament knowing
that we have finally become, in the words of
the Bill which passed through all our Parlia-
ments last year and Westminster earlier this
year, "a truly sovereign, independent and fed-
eral nation". It was to the credit of legislators
throughout the country that they put aside
many of the party differences that they may
have had to make this possible.

That Bill also saw to it that the archaic Royal
Instructions that were previously given to the
Governor and the Australian State Consti-
tution Act, which were a disgrace to our status
as an independent federal system, have passed
into the pages of history where they belong. At
the State level, however, we still need to go a
long way. There are three particular problems

with our Constitution Acts that I will mention
briefly.

First, the existence of two Constitution Acts
poses a problem. I believe this leads to a degree
of unnecessary overlap and makes it too diffi-
cult for anyone to find out precisely how the
different parts of the system work. We need
consolidation and clarification of our Consti-
tution.

Secondly, the principles which underlie our
system, which govern its operation-most im-
portantly, the principle of responsible goverin-
ment-are left implicit and are not stated ex-
plicitly enough in the Constitution that governs
our operations. I do not believe that one should
have to have a degree in British and Australian
constitutional history to engage in a first read-
Ing Of OUr Constitution. Of course, there will
always be room for interpretation, but it is im-
portant that we say what we mean when we
establish our principles. One of the great prob-
lems of our Constitution is that the principles
of responsible government are far too implicit
and not stated in a straightforward manner in
the Constitution Acts.

Thirdly, the language is typically legalistic; it
is dense, obtuse, and overloaded with ambi-
guity. Many of the sections also seem to relate
to circumstances and events that are well and
truly irrelevant to the issues of the day.

For those three reasons, we need first to con-
solidate the two Acts; secondly, we need to
outline clearly the principles; and, thirdly, we
need to make the language clearer in the
interests of political education generally and in
the interests of interpretation so that it is
harder for the lawyers to read what they would
like into those Acts. We need to consolidate the
Acts into one Constitution and to express and
embody our principles in that system. This
would pave the way for a proper process of
entrenchment of the Constitution, because a
proper Constitution ought to be a separate Act.
I do not believe that the Westminster system,
which has it that Constitution Acts can be
amended simply by the Parliament, is a good
procedure. Referendums are required if a
proper Constitution is to exist, but we need to
consolidate it before we establish that process
of entrenchment.

I will now say something about our federal
system of Government and the role of the State
Government in our system. Federalism pro-
vides the most appropriate form of Govern-
ment for our nation. Not only does it reflect
our history, the development of our country as
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a nation, but also it guarantees a degree of pol-
itical diversity so easily lost in a unitary
system. It also makes it possible for parties of
both Left and Right to achieve their objectives
if they can win widespread and continuing sup-
port from the electorate. It is true that it en-
courages social reformers of both Left and
Right to be realistic, but that is not necessarily
a bad thing.

A unitary system of government leads, as we
have seen in operation with an extreme
Government in Great Britain in recent years,
to the diminution of the powers of local
government to a degree that would not be poss-
ible in a federal system in which the States have
a guaranteed constitutional position. Federal-
ism promotes a better framework of govern-
ment than does a unitary system. However,
federalism needs to be capable of change and
development. It must be flexible if it is to be
productive of the social good. We cannot turn
the clock back to the turn of the century and re-
establish life as we imagine it was then. I say
imagine, because many of those who talk about
the early federal system actually create an im-
aginary system rather than that which really
operated. But we cannot turn back the clock in
any case; nor can we allow a commitment to
State interests to blind us to the many areas in
which a cooperative solution to national prob-
lems is the best way forward. Federalism is not
an excuse for bloody-mindedness.

We must conceive of our commitment to
State rights in the overall context of a commit-
ment to national development. I cannot under-
stand how people can be believers in the devel-
opment of Western Australia without at the
same time being believers in the future of this
country. For this reason, I do not see the much
talked about dams case as a threat to our feder-
al system. In that case, the identity of our
nation, as embodied in the treaty commitments
we had entered into, was clearly and
unambiguously at stake. The particular area in
Tasmania was on the World Heritage List. It
was quite specific; it was quite clear. The dams
case does not open up the floodgates for the
destruction of the federal system. It merely pro-
motes another check and balance. A federalist
should believe in checks and balances and
should know that they know that they work two
ways and not only one way.

The States havc, an important and construc-
tive role to play in our system. We still have in
State Parliaments an enormous range of legis-
lative powers, the famous residue that is left
after the definition of Commonwealth powers

enumerated in the national Constitution. The
States also have an enormous degree of politi-
cal importance in our society. It is true that our
ability to marshal that legislative and political
power is circumscribed by financial consider-
ations. Nevertheless, I often wonder whether
the ability to impose a tax translates as easily
into the power to do it as those who lament its
loss would seem to imply. All Governments
operate within limits. The fact that our limits
are laid down by the Premier at an annual
Premiers' Conference-or, I should say, to a
degree, laid down by the Treasurer at that con-
ference-makes it no more real than if it were
being laid down wholly by the people them-
selves through the democratic process.

The crucial questions are: How do we use the
powers that we have as a State Parliament and,
from that, as a State Government, and to what
ends do we use the powers we possess? I have
assumed a positive answer to the prior question
of whether we ought to use the powers that we
have. The fact is that the State Parliament is
the only body capable of considering the
interests of the State as a whole, the only body
capable of taking into account the interests of
all people. By their very nature, all other bodies
are necessarily self-interested and, therefore,
partial. The challenge facing a State Govern-
ment and Parliament is to assess the situation
that faces it and intervene in the workings of
the State to bring about more favourable re-
suits. It is the belief of those on this side of the
House that Government can-not of necessity,
because the modem Labor Party does not be-
lieve in the dogmas of the Left and it is unfor-
tunate to see that many on the other side still
believe in the dogmas of the Right-produce
the right results. They can do so and ought to
do so.

In order to play this role, it is important that
members of Parliament have a clear view of the
nature of the political, social and economic
context in which we operate. In the short time
that I have been in this House, I have been
disturbed by the attitudes that prevail amongst
my Liberal and National Party colleagues in
respect of a number of points. I refer first to
their attitude to the nature of the international
economy and Australia's place within it. We no
longer live in the 1 950s and the 1 960s. Growth
in trade in commodities will continue to lag
behind growth in manufactures and services,
not just because of the agricultural policies of
the USA and the EEC, but also because of the
spread of up-to-date agricultural technology
throughout the world.
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In respect of mineral products, we also see
the substitution of new materials such as optic
fibres and plastics for traditional metals and
the traditional recycling of many metals. I am
not saying that we ought not promote and en-
courage agriculture and mining. I am saying
that if we are to achieve economic growth we
have to look at where the growth is occurring.

If we want to slot into the international econ-
omy we have to look at new avenues. We must
open our minds to alternatives. I believe our
State Government has promoted this wider ap-
proach to the balanced economic development
of this State.

Secondly, I have been disturbed at the very
restrictive definition that many members op-
posite give to the nature of wealth and the best
way to encourage its production in the
exchange economy in which we live. A service
is just as much an economic good as a loaf of
bread or a hammer so long as it fetches a price.
I would also argue that the construction of an
up to date and generous health, education and
welfare system by the Government, by way of a
demonstrable process of relationships, actually
promotes economic development.

Of course, at the margins it may be necessary
to look at our commitments in those areas but
generally speaking, any advanced industrial
economy that is going to grow will require a
proper health, education, and welfare system.
To believe that wealth is narrowly-defined and
the belief that it does not include those sectors
of our society is to have a particularly short run
and narrow view.

It is also worth pointing out that there is
more to the good life, as many philosophers
have told us over the centuries, than the mere
production of goods and services. The con-
ditions under which we produce and enjoy
products are of equal importance as the con-
sumption of the product itself. It is the belief of
members on this side of the House that we
must promote growth and social justice-what
we call economic and social development-and
not just one at the expense of the other. Indeed,
it is a proposition of social democrats and I
believe it can be proved by a study of the devel-
opments in advanced industrial capitalist
countries, that those Governments that at-
tempt to pursue both growth and social justice
at the same time produce more growth than
countries that believe the two are in necessary
contradiction. This is not just an abstract ques-
tion.

When we debate issues such as trade union
policy, industrial policy and taxation policy it

will be clearly seen how the values of the Labor
Government are at odds with those of mem-
bers of the Liberal and National Party in re-
spect of these twin commitments. By their con-
stant reference to wages and the labour market
as the source of the problems facing this
country the Opposition panies are demonstrat-
ing a far too narrow view of the solutions we
need to improve our trading performance.
Consider a simple fact: Wages in Sweden are
much higher than they are in Australia but
Sweden is a much more productive country
than Australia.

The fadt of the matter is that wages are one
component of economic efficiency; manage-
ment is also a component, from the point of
view of production, sales, and after-sales ser-
vice. The capital equipment available to the
workers involved in production is also a par-
ticularly important component. Indeed, invest-
ment is ultimately the key to economic growth
and I have been disturbed to hear members of
the Opposition parties talk about the rates of
return in Australia as compared with the rates
of return in other countries and then justify the
investment policies that are clearly being pur-
sued by some business interests in this country
who shift their investment portfolios overseas.
They have defended this process which has
been followed in the last 18 months by some
superannuation funds and investment
companies in this country. Not all are taking
these actions, but some are. Unless we invest in
our country and in our State the rate of return
will not increase in the longer term. It is worth
pointing out that the working people who live
in this State do not have the same deucee of
mobility as those who possess capital. In these
times in which we are told to tighten our belts
they will be looking to investors to put their
money where their mouths are by investing in
the future of our country.

It is worth reflecting upon the early history of
this State when profits were not easily available
to those who came to this country. According
to the view propounded by some sectors of
business at present, they should have given up
because profits were not being earned in the
early days. But the people of those times had a
longer-ternm commitment and they invested not
only money but also human effort to achieve
results in the long term. That is the sort of long-
term approach we need to adopt.

I conclude my maiden speech by saying to
members of the Opposition parties, that I be-
lieve civilised behaviour is a necessary
underpinning for democracy to work. In no
way should we compromise the views we hold
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and we should present those views strongly.
However, we should on all occasions be willing
to produce arguments rather than diatribe and
be willing to listen to the other point of view.

To members of the Opposition parties I say
that, having been a student of the subject for
many years, I believe that conservatism is a
plausible philosophy. I happen to think it is
totally and utterly flawed, but I understand
why individuals believe in it and will continue
to do so throughout human history. It is a mis-
taken belief but I respect the integrity of mem-
bers opposite who bold such views. I hope they
will present arguments for conservatism in-
stead of diatribe and I shall enter into the spirit
of debate in this Parliament in respect of the
divisions between the Opposition's philosophy
and the Government's philosophy.

[Applause.]

MR NALDER (Narrogin) [3.07 p.m.]:
Firstly, I add my congratulations to you, Mr
Speaker, on your election as Speaker of this
House. I am conscious of the importance of
your position and I trust you will find your
time in the Chair both fulflling and rewarding.

I also acknowledge the work done by my
predecessor in the electorate of Narrogin, Hon.
P. V. Jones. He was a long serving member of
Cabinet under the previous Government and
in that position he served the State and the
Parliament well.

In my opening address to this Parliament, I
would like to focus the attention of members
on the current economic crisis and the balance
of payments deficit and to indicate the cata-
strophic effect they are having not only on
Western Australia -but also on the nation as a
whole- I shall refer to what I believe are some
of the basic causes of the problem and how we
as a Parliament can, if we have the purpose of
mind and intent, instigate some of the remedial
action necessary to get this country back on the
road.

I am sure most members will be aware that
the majority of our export earning income is
derived from the overseas sales of the products
of primary industries. I ask members to look
further than just agriculture and to consider
also the mining, fishing, and timber industries.
These industries make up 78 per cent of our
total export earnings and that is evidence of the
importance of these industries and how their
progress is vital to the economic growth of this
country.

One does not have to be an economic genius
to realise that unless a sufficient margin of
profit is made o6i the amount of capital
invested industry very soon will close down, or
it will run into severe, financial hardship that
can cause many more far-reaching problems in
the community at large. That is the situation
we have on our hands at the moment and
unless some more positive action is taken
immediately, what some people are calling a
cyclical trough will become an increasingly
deeper pit and that could become bottomless.
Any depression or recession which reaches that
sort of magnitude can take decades from which
to recover.

So what are the problems to which I refer?
We have heard them so often in the past 12
months but they bear repeating: They include
high interest rates, fuel prices and wages. These
factors have made the input cost in production
too high for the returns received and have
subsequently affected all primary industries,
and in particular agriculture.

Fertiliser is another substantial input cost to
agriculture. The cost of basic superphosphate at
the metropolitan works is SI114.65 per tonne.

Added to that figure is the Government
bounty of $12 per tonne. I believe the bounty
was introduced, not only to ease the initial pur-
chase price of the product but also to encourage
people to use more of it in our deficient soils.

I ask members to consider for a moment the
percentage of the bounty today compared with
that of 10 or 20 odd years ago. In the early
1 970s superphosphate cost $14.80 per tonne,
and the bounty was still $12, or 81 per cent. In
the 1 960s the purchase price was $ 16.40 and
the bounty was $6, which was 36 per cent.
Today that percentage of bounty is only 10.5
per cent.

This demonstrates the rapid increase in
costs, an increase which has tended to make
people take short cuts. To make that budget
look better for the bank it is extremely easy to
halve the superphosphate bill. If farming
properties have a good superphosphate history,
and have developed what is known as a
superphosphate bank in the soil, in the short
term this does not have too great an effect on
pasture production. Hut on some properties
this lack of fertiliser on the pasture has
continued for far too long and productivity is
starting to drop far below what can be
attributed to seasonal conditions.
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Productivity is another of the paints I would
like to touch on briefly. Productivity relates to
the amount of work done for the wages paid. I
am of the opinion that over the past decade the
productivity of the work force has been declin-
ing rapidly.

It appears to me that everybody believes he
has a right to a job, and in a buoyant economy
so he should. But do people consider the em-
ployer? One has only to consider the different
attitudes between Australia and the United
States to see why we have a problem here.
There are union demands and interference-
the reed of the people who want more for
doing less.

How long can that continue? How long can it
be tolerated? Let us consider the Public Service
and the Easter break. There was a time when
Easier was a religious festival and people had a
holiday from Good Friday to Easter Monday.
Today many, but not all, have Tuesday off as
well. For what reason, I ask?

These trends tend to snowball in the com-
munity, and I am convinced it is part of the
inherent problem we face in all industries-
there should be a fair day's work for a fair day's
pay. There is an age-old philosophy, "When
you are asked to walk a mile, then walk two."
That just does not happen today.

Last week I saw in an article in the daily
Press that Anzac Day in 1987 will fall on a
Saturday. Apparently we are having Monday
off as well. When will it all stop?

One of the elders of our political party often
states that we must keep the farm in the family
and the family on the farm. I believe it is vitally
important for our total economy that this
happen.

Recently the Federal Minister for Primary
Industry recognised the value of the farming
family when he stated that the corporate sector
will never cake over the family farm because
who would work so hard, for so long, for so
little return? In some aspects he is probably
right. But for how long can it or will it con-
tinue? The Government of the day needs to
restimulate interest in the job and give incen-
tives, all of which will create more pro-
ductivity, and further down the line create
more jobs.

I am conscious of what is being done to date
with the Rural Adjustment and Finance Cor-
poration with regard to drought relief, interest
rate assistance, special carry-on finance, and

the household support scheme. I commend the
Government for what it has attempted to do,
but is it enough?

I have heard it said that many of the farmer's
financial ills are self-inflicted as a result of bad
decisions, and in a very few cases this is cor-
rect. But many of those being lost to the indus-
try are our better and more progressive
farmers. Some accepted better advice or devel-
oped the Henry Schapper syndrome to get big
or to get out. They did both. They got big and
then got out.

With interest rates at 10 to 12 per cent and
average seasons, figures were encouraging and
the economics quite sound to purchase more
property. But jump the interest rates to 20 per
cent plus, throw in a couple of droughts and a
frost, and that creates a different picture. What
do you have? More broke cookies.

That then raises the frost issue. There is
drought aid, which covers the obvious, but I
believe that assistance should be broadened to
cover crops which are frost affected, Some of
my learned colleagues may not be aware that
just one frost in the vital flowering stage of any
crop can render it completely useless. It may be
the best looking crop in the district, having
everything just right-rain, sun, fertiliser, and
so on-but just one cold night and it is ruined.
A frost can be just as economically disastrous
as a drought.

Some farmers in my electorate have been af-
fected for the last three consecutive years. The
criteria for eligibility for some of the previously
mentioned schemes are too tight. A lot depends
on the viability of the applicant, and that vi-
ability depends largely on the value of his
assets. Under current market forces, depressed
and deflated land values should not be used as
a basis for viability. With the exception of ex-
treme cases more assistance should be given to
those in need.

A classic example of the change in land
values and its effects is that of an applicant to
RAFCO recently who was told to obtain his
finance from a commercial bank because he
had a big enough equity in his own property
and RAFCO was only a last resort lender. Be-
cause that finance was not available commer-
cially, a suggested revaluation of the property
was undertaken by the Valuer General's Office.
After resubmitting his application to RAFCO
he was told that his equity had dropped to such
an extent that he was no longer viable. And all
this was in a matter of days!
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Also the assets test has created more than its
share of problems for farming families. I am
aware that this is a Federal Government re-
sponsibility, but the State Government could
help by allowing the transfer of land within
farming families free of stamp duty. This
would be a very big incentive, and it would
assist eligible people to obtain the old age pen-
sion without putting their family properties
under further debt and at risk. I appeal to the
Premier to give this matter very serious con-
sideration.

The interest rates topic is probably more
complex than any of the other issues I have
raised, but unless interest rates drop to a more
realistic figure, then the chance of any farmers
remaining viable in the future will be question-
able. The finance companies and the banks
have been making fortunes out of people going
broke.

Just two weeks ago the Western Australian R
& I Bank announced a record profit for the
year of over $26 million. None of this record
profit helped our balance of payments or our
overseas trade.

I would like to use the example of one of my
constituents who is in the process of Selling all
his assets at the present moment. This example
shows how easy it has been for farming people
to fall into the trap of borrowing large amounts
of money. Being only a very small land-holder,
he leased a nearby farm, as well as
sharecropping in a neighbouring district. The
crops looked so good that year that he decided
he needed a new header for the harvest.

The price of the header was 1 115 000 and the
finance company terms were no repayments for
the first year, and then seven years at $40 000
each. So for a $115 000 machine, the total re-
payment was $280 000.

Year one was marvellous; the fanner took
over 1 200 tonnes of wheat to Co-operative
Bulk Handling from his sharecropping pro-
gramme. For year two he budgeted on I1000
tonnes of wheat from the same acreage sown.
The only problem was that he harvested 120
tonnes; just one-tenth of the previous year's
crop. So he has become just another statistic
that high interest rates, coupled with bad
seasons, has laid to rest.

Another area which needs to be attended to
with much haste is the provision of adequate
water supplies for the water deficient areas of
the State.

Yesterday in his maiden speech the member
for Mt Marshall spent some time talking about
the necessity for adequate water supplies, the
development of further storage facilities, and
the extension of water schemes to these areas.
This will help alleviate most of the additional
burdens that country people have to bear. Pro-
viding adequate water for household purposes
and for livestock in rural areas is more import-
ant than being able to water lawns and gardens
anywhere. Having adequate water is a necessity
of life, no luxury; and it may encourage people
to stay in the more remote areas.

Because of the drift to the cities on the
coastal strip, the loss of population in inland
centres also has a big impact on small
businesses that service these areas. Their future
viability is at risk, because we should all know
that it takes approximately 1 000 people to al-
low a grocer, a butcher, or a baker, to remain
viable, and as the population in these areas
declines, some small towns could disappear
altogether and that would be disastrous for the
State. Purely from a point of national security
we need to keep as wide a spread of people as
possible. So let us encourage people to stay put,
let us create incentives and give encourage-
ment, and assist all the small businesses as well.
It is far easier to subsidise people who are
probably third or fourth generation in a par-
ticular area than, at some later date, have to
pay people to live where they do not want to
go.

Mr Speaker, over the years I have heard
much from all Governments on decentralis-
ation, but what is taking place is
regionalisation, and I warn. the Government
that in many fields of Government activity, the
regional centres. it has chosen are not in the
best interests of the country community as a
whole, and that I intend to oppose some of the
moves that are rumoured at the moment con-
cerning regionalisation of some Government
services.

Another area of great concern to me and to
many people in my electorate is the animal
welfare lobby group, or liberationists, who are
becoming a louder noise in our community.
Recent media coverage was given to this group,
who are calling for a boycott on woollen
products and endeavouring to destroy the live-
sheep trade, and they should be treated with
the contempt they deserve. These emotionally
involved, ignorant people, who are using ill-
founded information to try to destroy a market
that took some time and a lot of expertise to
develop, should be made to eat the product
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they are trying to keep here. The majority of
the live sheep in the trade are not used for
human consumption here. These people have
not found out why any sheep perish on the
ships. It is not from poor conditions, but more
likely, from being spoiled. Too often the sheep
have not adjusted to the new diets they are
faced with and simply overindulge.

Few farmers willingly subject their livestock
to hard conditions, nor do they tolerate cruelty,
but to criticise the mulesing operation and to
try to destroy the export trade cannot, and
should not, be tolerated. I am not racist at all,
but it is interesting to note that most
spokespersons for this group have a definite
accent. I respectfully suggest that perhaps these
people should not be offered the hospitality of
this once great country.

Mr Speaker, during my pre-election cam-
paign I met an elderly constituent who gave me
a pearl of wisdom when she said that if I was
ever elected to Parliament I would find that I
would have a lot of dealings with academics
and bureaucrats and her warning to me was
that I would find they were very intelligent
people but had, in general, a serious lack of
commonsense. Unfortunately, her words of
wisdom have already proved correct, as I have
found with dealings with some Government
departments.

I will use an example of an experience I had
with the Education Department. One of the
departmental policies is not to provide a school
bus service to anyone who resides within a 4.5
kilomnetre radius of a school. In this particular
case the family resided just 40 metres inside
the said line, and so they were not eligible for a
school bus service even though their shortest
route to town was 11 kilometres and that was
only after they took a short cut through three of
their neighbour's paddocks. I guess that was
fair enough, but what put the icing on the cake
was that the departmental officer who
investigated the complaint found that another
member of the same family lived in another
house on the same property, but it was outside
the 4.5 kilometre line, and I have been told that
the suggestion was made that the respective
families swap houses so that they could use the
school bus. Do members wonder thai country
people can get frustrated? Maybe our list of
unemployed people should be added to.

Referring to the unemployed, I draw mem-
bers' attention to the number of unemployed
people, and to the complete waste of many
people's lives. Once again 1 raise a Federal
issue, but I feel that if this State were to press-

ure the Federal Government, other States
would soon join in.

It is interesting to note that my following
remarks are similar to those made by the Prime
Minister in his address to the nation last week.
I believe the dole as such should cease and that
some community service be done for some re-
ward. What our social security system is doing
is developing a generation of people who not
only do not want to work, but also do not know
how to work, and they cost this country
millions of dollars. I believe the scheme could
be administered at minimal cost through local
government, and for each week's work one
could get a week's pay. Maybe food vouchers,
or such like, could be used for payment. At the
present moment see how many people flock to
the hotel or the TAB the moment they get their
cheque. It is soul-destroying for many.

One can look at a privately-run scheme in
Narrogin which has had huge success in recent
months in training unemployed people. The
concept was so different that it was difficult to
fit it into any Government-designed scheme. It
is successful because it lacks red tape and any
bureaucratic interference. But it does need
some support and I thank the Minister con-
cerned who has been approached on the matter
and who has offered assistance.

Mr Speaker, I now make reference to com-
ments made last week by the Premier in answer
to questions in the House. He had made men-
tion of the success of the National Party of
Australia in the recent State election, and I
thank him for his recognition because I too,
like my colleagues, am very proud to be part of
the successful team, so capably led by our par-
liamentary leader, Hendy Cowan.

However, the Premier went on to say that as
a result of his party's actions and record, his
party should be regarded as the farmers' friend.
I do not know whether that Statement was
made on information given by Government ad-
visars, because if he went out into the com-
munity and looked for someone who agreed
with that statement, he would be confronted
with looking for that proverbial needle in the
haystack.

What happened, of course, was that in the
first two to 21h years of this Government's first
term in office, in the public's eye the Govern-
ment was isolated and insulated from anything
the Federal Government did. Today that is not
the case.
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Mr Speaker, I do not have many more points
that need to be raised, but one of great import-
ante to the whole of our State and not just rural
WA is the value of the family and the fact that
it is still the basis of our society. The moral,
social, and spiritual training that occurs nat-
urally at home in the familiar family sur-
roundings cannot, I believe, be underestimated
as a value to our society. And yet, modem day
man is helping to destroy much of this. Take
family law and how it relates in particular to
farming families. I acknowledge the right of
both partners in a marriage if the marriage
breaks down, but today it is too easy to get out
of that commitment, too easy to run away and
stant again, too easy to lay claim to 50 per cent
of a family farm that may have been in the
family for several generations. Consider the
financial hardships put on many farming famil-
ies because the guilty party wants his or her
share and more. Serious consequences have de-
veloped because of the lack of thought in pre-
vious legislation. Changes need to be made.

Other methods that are being used to corrupt
our society are the media and the education
system. Pornography and filth that are becom-
ing the norm on ABC television are disturbing.
That the ABC does not believe that 6.30 p.m. is
prime viewing time and programmes are not
likely to be watched by children, is a matter of
concern.

We have so many double standards. We
prosecute the Rodney Rudes for foul language
in public performaces but we allow similar or
even worse rubbish to be transmitted into our
own homes without recourse. A 'Tour Cor-
ners" programme of two weeks ago is a classic
example of the sort of undesirable material that
is being used today and shown on television.
Similarly, the same sort of thing is happening
in schools under the guise of sex education. It is
high time we said, "No" and stopped those
people responsible, who get their kicks from
subjecting minors to this sort of disgusting
literature and audio-visual material.

I now want to deal with wages-not wage
restraint but wage reduction in real terms. It is
blatantly clear that under the current economic
climate Australians are living well beyond their
means. We enjoy a standard of living that can-
not be maintained. I do not have the answer to
this vexed question, but unless some reduction
takes place or there is a sudden increase in
world demand and increased prices for our
products our position as a leading nation will
decline even further.

In conclusion I want to quote a few words
from Mansard of 21 August 1947-

Much has been said about the value of
primary production in this State.

It is true that primary production is a funda-
mental asset. Those words were part of my
father's maiden speech and they are as true
today as they were in 1947,

I sincerely thank all members for the hearing
they hiave given me on the occasion of my
maiden speech and I trust that the time I spend
in this Parliament will be of benefit not only to
the people in the electorate of Narrogin who
elected me, but also to the State as a whole.

[Applause.]
MR LAURANCE (tiascoyne) [3.32 p.m.j: At

the outset of my remarks on the Address-in-
Reply I refer, Sir, to your appointment as
Speaker. I would like to do so by referring to
George Bernard Shaw who admired his tailor
because every time he went to purchase a new
suit his tailor measured him up again. George
Bernard Shaw felt that he was deserving of
great praise for doing so. I think that sums up
my attitude towards your appointment as
Speaker in that I am prepared to be like George
Bernard Shaw's tailor.

I also want to congratulate the new members
who have been elected to this House. Dealing
firstly with members on this side of the House:
I was delighted when the member for
Murchison-Eyre took his place in the As-
sembly. I first met Mr Lightfoot when he was a
constituent of mine. He owned Mooloo Downs
Station and I was a fairly new member of Par-
liament at that time. I was traversing my very
large pastoral electorate by travelling on the
mail run. I went out in a mail truck and the trip
took three days from Carnarvon. The upper
Gascoyne mail truck delivered mail, fuel, and
Stores. It was an excellent way for mne to keep in
touch with my constituents who were flung far
across the electorate. The truck visited I8
stations and this pretty unique ride each week
took three days. Ross Lightfoot was then a pas-
toralist. He had a pretty successful time in the
mining industry. He has had an illustrious ca-
reer since and has ended up in this House. I
have been closely associated with him since his
election. It gives me a great deal of personal
pleasure and pride to see him take his place in
this House.

The member for East Melville has also joined
this side of the House. He is another talented
person who has been very closely associated
with me over a long time. I am proud to be on
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the same team in this House. These members
bring a great deal of talent to our political party
and they will be an asset to the State in the
future.

I also congratulate the National Party mem-
bers who have been elected to this House- I
wish them well as they take their places in the
Assembly. I am sure they will form an import-
ant part of a very powerful Government when
we take office in 1989, and I sincerely look
forward to that happening because they have a
great deal to offer. They are young men with
ability. They will form part of a very effective
Government for the good of this State.

I welcome new members opposite. It is fair
to say that, having listened to the maiden
speeches made over the last few days, the Par-
liament has been blessed with considerable tal-
ent on both sides of the House as a result of the
1986 election. The member for Pilbara recently
spoke about the number of women who have
appeared on the Government benches. She said
something to the effect that it was a pity there
were no female members on this side of the
House. I briefly remind her that in appointing
female Ministers this time around the Burke
Government has emulated the Liberal Party of
the mid-1940s when Dame Annie Cardell-
Oliver was elected as the first female Minister
of the Crown in Western Australia. It has taken
the Labor Party 40 years to do so, but [ thank
the member for making that point. June Craig
is another woman who followed in the foot-
steps of Dame Annie Cardell-Oliver.

Of course it is wonderful to see Ernie Bridge,
the member for Kimberley, take his place as
the first Aboriginal Minister of the Crown in
this State. [ remind the member for Pilbara and
the member for Kimberley that the Liberal
Party led the way when some 20 odd years ago
it appointed Senator Neville Bonner to the
Ministry. So in both fields-that of Aboriginal
Ministers and the appointment of women to
high ranks-the Liberal Party has really shown
the way. It is perhaps an accident of history
that at the moment the Government has more
females in its benches than does the Oppo-
sition. I feel the female members will be more
comfortable on the Government side of the
House because there are more of them. For
some years I felt sorry for June Craig who had
the distinction of being the only lady in this
House. She was pretty lonely from that point of
view.

I now want to take a moment to mention
those members of Parliament who have left
this House. I regret that we have lost several

members from this side of the House, mem-
bers with whom [ was very closely associated.
People with whom I was very friendly have left
the Labor side of the House, and that is of
some personal regret to me. One was the retired
member for Canning, Tom Bateman.

Mr Blaikie: Everybody's friend.
Mr LAURANCE: He was everybody's

friend. I particularly want to mention this in
the Address-in-Reply because people like Tom
Bateman lent a great deal to the Parliament of
Western Australia. He was able to bridge the
gap between the Opposition and the Govern-
ment by being friendly with members on both
sides of the House, and I always admired him
for that. I respected his friendship.

I mention particularly Ken Mclver, the for-
mer member for Avon, for exactly the same
reason. I enjoyed the contact I had with him in
my 12 years in this Parliament and I was sorry
to see him leave Parliament in the way that he
did. I was a little sad that he left the Parliament
in that way, but I enjoyed my association with
him because he was a wonderful member who
lent a great deal to the Parliament by being able
to form friendships on both sides of the House.

I want to relate a story which highlights the
depth of feeling I have for Ken Mclver. Some
two years ago a weekend newspaper published
what I claimed to be a scurrilous and defama-
tory article about me. The substantiation for
this article was that several Ministers of the
Crown were investigating an aspect of my per-
sonal affairs. When that newspaper approached
one Minister-I will not mention his name-
he prevaricated, I suppose; he did not say that
the Government was investigating my personal
affairs, nor did he say the Government was not
doing so.

That encouraged the journalist to write the
article. Ken Mclver, on the other hand, as a
Minister knew the article was scurrilous and
scandalous. When I telephoned him he was out
of the country in Hong Kong, but I was able to
reach him at his hotel and I read the article to
him. I said, "Ken, you know that is a pack of
lies". He said, "Ian, I know it is, and I will tell
anybody that".

I had my solicitors telephone him in Hong
Kong and he told them there was absolutely no
substance to the article. I subsequently sued the
newspaper and it printed an apology in terms
that were dictated by me and my solicitors. It
was published on exactly the same page as the
article appeared, and that newspaper paid my
legal costs of the action. I was advised it was
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better to get the matter over with quickly rather
than go through the longwinded procedure of
trying to get money out of them. I took the
more rapid course, and it was successful. I
never read that newspaper again, and I was
pleased to see in the last couple of weeks that it
went out of business. flat might put an end to
that particular chapter.

Ken Mclver played it absolutely straight. If
he had wanted to be difficult or devious he
could have made life difficult for me. It was a
tine measure of the man, and I am proud to say
that I have valued his friendship over a long
time. When I needed him in that circumstance
he did not fail me.

I would like to congratulate the Premier. He
has rewritten the record books in a number of
ways. I acknowledged the fact that three years
ago he became the youngest Premier in this
State's history. Then he went on to write
another record into the pages of Western
Australian history by getting his Labor Govern-
ment re-elected. That was the first time that
had happened for 30-odd years.

That takes some doing, and I am the first to
acknowledge that he had the ability and ca-
pacity, and led a Government that was able to
get itself re-elected. However, in saying that I
believe that the Burke Government's re-elec-
tion in 1986 was its zenith. It is my sincere
belief that the Burke Government from that
point will go into a decline that the Premier,
despite his considerable abilities, will not be
able to reverse. It is my belief that it will lose
popularity until it is defeated at the next elec-
tion.

There are many reasons for that and I want
to take a few minutes to outline why that
change of fortune will occur..

Mr Brian Burke: Do you hope to be leading
your party at the next election?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Members should not

deliberately interrupt the member for
Gascoyne.

Mr LAURANCE: The recent increases in
taxes and charges have been well highlighted by
the Opposition in recent days. It is the start of
the slide. Unlike the situation when the Burke
Government was first elected there is now an
unpopular Federal Labor Government. This
Government will be saddled for the remainder
of its two year life with an unpopular Federal
Government. It is a complete reversal of the
previous situation.

Business and taxpayers are being caught in a
pincer movement be ' ween the Federal Govern-
ment's tax package and the State Government's
increased charges, It will have a cumulative
effect that will see this Government swept out
of office.

In congratulating the Government on its re-
election I want to point out that it went to
extraordinary lengths to ensure that occurred.
It was the "Brian and Terry Show". I want to
go tht-ough some of the clutching of straws that
went on in an incredible display of naked
power, hanging on to the reins of power, and
the State's purse strings. It involved
blackmailing commercial organisations to sup-
port the Labor Party financially, even to the
point of frightening the hell out of most
Japanese companies located in this State. Their
managers had to keep ringing Tokyo to find out
how they should deal with this naked financial
blackmail under which they had to pay up, or
else.

The Government even demeaned itself when
those companies would not give $ 10 000 or
$ 5 000; it said, "Even $ 2 000 will do". Huge
Japanese organisations were asked to pay pid-
dling amounts to the Labor Party because it
wanted to get their names in the black book.
The Labor Party would have taken 50c; that is
how desperate it was at the end. It is not as
though the coffers were not full. Terry, the bag-
man, wanted to have the names on the list, or
else. Terry gets on to the people first and if a
person still will not give the money then Brian
might have to ring that person up. He might
even get on to one's head office.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Brian Burke: That is the subj ect of a writ
already. If you want to say it outside we will
sue you as well.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are two points
I should raise here. One is the point that has
already been raised by the Premier, and I
would hope the member for Gascoyne would
give that due consideration and move on fairly
quickly from the subject he has raised. The
other point is the practice of this House in
which we refer to members by their electorates
rather than by their Christian namnes.

Mr LAURAN CE: Mr Speaker, I acknowl-
edge both of the points you have raised, and I
will certainly take notice of them.

Mr Terry Burke; You are talking complete
rot and you know it. You are quite dishonest.
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Mr LAURANCE: That is not the infor-
mation coming back to me. The member for
Perth knows what went on. These people had
never been treated like that before, not only in
this State, but also anywhere in the world. They
had to keep ringing their bead offices in Japan
to find out how to handle the situation.

The SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps the member
for Gascoyne would allow me to assist him to
some small degree. Could I just make one quick
suggestion to him to please ignore those inter-
jections which would allow him to stray back
on to that subject.

Mr LAURANCE: It will be with difficulty,
Mr Speaker, but I will endeavour to do that.

The next point was equally scurrilous, and
that was a campaign waged by the Premier in a
quasi-official way by writing to the unionists of
this State, including minors-people who are
not even entitled to vote.

I have a letter here that was brought to me by
a distraught family who have a 16 year old son
who, because he is an enterprising young lad
and the family needs the money to assist with
his education, works in a Chicken World outlet
at night and on weekends. He is a 16 year old
part-time worker in the workforce who is
forced by the Government and the system to
join a union. So they got his name, and during
the election campaign this person, who is not
even entitled co vote, got a letter addressed to
him from the Premier. I read from the envel-
ope which says it is from the Premier of West-
ern Australia, the Honourable Brian Burke,
J.P., M.L.A., Parliament House, Perth. It is an
official envelope and inside it was an official
letter.

Mr Brian Burke: Paid for by the Labor Party.
Mr LAURANCE: This letter carries the State

crest, and on the bottom it states, "Private cor-
respondence not produced at public expense".
How would we know? The Premier not only is
supposed to do the right thing, but also should
be seen to be doing the right thing as Premier
of the State. That is an official letterhead; that
is what those people thought it was. They did
not believe the business on the bottom.

The letter begins, "Dear Union Member",
and I will quote just a few brief extracts-

The Liberals are also strongly promoting
what they call deregulation of the labour
market.

It is a funny thing that when the Liberals re-
cently suggested people might work for the dole
it was pooh-poohed by members opposite.

However, in a very short time they got egg all
over their faces because the Prime Minister
told Australia that that was the way he was
going to get us out of all our problems, by
borrowing that policy. This policy for
deregulation of the labour market also has been
pooh-poohed by the labor Party.

The letter continues-
They will take every step possible-

That is, the Liberals-
-to weaken the ability of trade unions

to support the legitimate rights of their
members. They also intend to destroy the
arbitration system.

How demeaning it is for the office of the
Premier to produce such a naked political letter
under the letterhead of the Premier and for that
letter to be sent to a 16 year-old boy who
wanted to earn a few dollars a week to assist his
parents to put him through his education. That
is the depths to which this Government has
plumbed in order to get re-elected.

Mr Blaikie: It smells of standover tactics.
Mr LAURANCE: It certainly does.
The Government also pulled the wool over

people's eyes during the election campaign
when it quoted union statistics. We were told
that industrially we have had tremendous har-
mony under a Labor Government. That is
purely an attempt to pull the wool over our
eyes. The Government has only altered the
methods of collating the statistics. There are
more stoppages today than ever before, but
they are called stop-work meetings, not strikes.
Members do not have to take my word for that.
An interesting article in The Bulletin of 4
March 1986 states:

Industrial relations in the remote mining
sites of Western Australia are said to have
improved lately. But a snap survey by a
group of journalists recently suggests that
they remain poisonous.

The group was promised a tour of mines
in operation by the West Australian
Chamber of Mines. Sadly, it was not to be.

A group of journalists came to Western
Australia from the Eastern States to investigate
the wonderful industrial relations that have
existed in the Pilbara since we have had the
industrial mechanism set up by the Federal and
State Labor Governments. What did these
journalists find? The article continues-

Big holes they saw, machines of magnifi-
cent scale they beheld but of actual oper-
ations very little.
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The tour began at Mt Tom Price,
Hamerslcy's giant iron ore open cut in the
Pilbara. There the men were out because of
disputes involving the coffee break, air-
conditioning and a cassette player that
chewed up the favourite tapes of a shovel
operator.

So nothing was working at Tom Price. The
article continues-

Hamersley's Paraburdoo mine followed.
It was closed as a result of difficulties in
rostering for the 38-hour week.

There was no work there. The article con-
tin ues

Next was the Mt Newman Mining Co
loader at Port Hedland. Nothing was
happening there because maintenance was
being carried out but the company was
still reeling from the 180 stop-work meet-
ings the mine suffered in December alone.

The tour proceeded to the Goldsworthy
operations at Shay Gap. A stopwork meet-
ing was in progress as the group arrived.
This was hard on the heels of a 24-hour
stoppage prompted by the inadvertent
closure of the township's TV network,
which had caused the men to miss a 4am
broadcast of an England vs Scotland soccer
game.

The group of journalists came to Western
Australia to investigate the improved industrial
relations in this State. They could not tell
whether they had improved because not one
operation in the Pilbara was working while
they were there. Not one! Industrial relations in
this country remain a disgrace. Yet this
Government has tried to tell us that it has been
able to bring about wonderful changes.
That is hogwash. it is just that stop-work meet-
ings and other types of protest meetings do not
count in the official statistics. The article
ended-

There were sighs of relief when the tour
at last dispersed in Perth, for the journal-
ists had been late getting to the west in the
first place. The reason: industrial action
aimed at Ansett that disrupted the flights.

I wish now to move on to another matter which
has arisen since the election; and one that I
think is very regrettable. I refer to a letter writ-
ten to members of Parliament by the Minister
for Education. It indicates also how this
Government is on the slide. He wrote to mem-
bers of Parliament advising them tiot to di-
rectly communicate with any of his officers
again in relation to education and planning

matters. That is one of the most disgraceful
things that I have seen happen during my time
in this Parliament. I spent about 13 years work-
ing in the Education Department as a high
school teacher. I have now spent over 12 years
in this place, making a total of 25 years that I
have spent talking to senior officers of the Edu-
cation Department about matters many of
which were purely of an administrative nature
and which local people, in the main, could sort
out with officers of the Education Department
without their having to go through the Minis-
ter's office. It is despicable that he saw fit to
write to members of Parliament telling them
that they were not to approach officers of his
department in the future. When he became
Minister for Education, this individual bragged
about his being able to liberate a ministerial
lift. In two years' time we will have the honour
of liberating the whole of his department.

I move on now to matters relating to the
Minister for Transport and his activities prior
to the election and to highlight the lengths that
this Government would go to in order to hang
on to power. This Minister, the present Minis-
ter for Agriculture, travelled around the State
denigrating members of Parliament and the
Opposition's policies in an illegal and disgrace-
ful manner. He came to my town of Camarvon
and issued a Press release.

Mr Brian Burke: What do you mean "my
town"?

Mr LAURANCE: The town I represent.
Mr Brian Burke: What a horrible man you

are.
Mr LAURANCE: I was referring to it as my

home town.
Mr Brian Burke: You are a failed insurance

salesman. You do not even live in Carnarvon
and it is not your home town.

Mr LAURANCE: It has been my home for
25 years.

Mr Pearce: You commute there from
Whitford.

Mr LAURANCE: I commute there weekly.
The Minister could not even find the place.
Not only could he not find Camnarvon, but also
he could not find the plane to take him there.
The parents and citizens wrote to the Premier
and told him that it was unfair that Mr Pearce's
name should be on the plaque because he could
not even find the town. They demanded that
another plaque be put up with Mr Laurance's
name on it. The Premier complied with their
request.
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The then Minister for Transport issued a
scandalous Press release to two local news-
papers. The newspapers referred it to their legal
advisers. Both newspapers were advised to
change the wording of the Press release because
if they did not and published it, they could be
successfully sued. Both the newspapers
received legal advice, as I said, which was not
to print it in that form. Several days later, on
the Wednesday before the last election, the
Minister issued the same Press release but this
time in the form of a letter to every elector in
that town. It used exactly the same wording as
that which was issued to the newspapers. It
stated at the bottom: "P.S. I have paid for this
letter personally". My constituents did not be-
lieve him.

He used the letter to try to discredit me. He
said things like, "The member for Gascoyne is
deliberately misleading his constituents" and
said that I was being totally dishonest when I
spoke about certain matters. An angry constitu-
ent of mine who received that letter in his let-
terbox brought it to my attention and I
immediately referred it to my legal advisers.
They gave me an opinion that day that the
Minister had breached section 183(5) of the
Electoral Act.

Section 183 of the Electoral Act states-
Any person who-

Then subsection (5) reads-
or at any time between the issue of the writ
and the close of the poll publishes or ex-
poses or causes to be published or exposed,
to public view any document or writing or
printed matter containing any untmue
statement defamatory of any candidate
and calculated to influence the vote of any
elector; ...

shall be guilty of undue influence. That was
clearly a defamatory statement. My solicitors,
and the solicitors for the Liberal Party during
the election, said it was defamatory and a clear
case of a breach of the Electoral Act. Two news-
papers referred it to their independent legal
advisers, and both were advised to take out the
words "deliberately misleading" and "totally
dishonest", because they felt that their advice
was that I would be able to sue them
successfully.

I believed that I had a case. I took it to the
Chief Electoral Officer that day and told him I
wanted some action on the matter. I had to
wait for a month after the election and then I
wrote to him and said, "What are you doing
about it?" because I had had nothing more than

an acknowledgment from him. The Chief Elec-
toral Officer wrote to me only a few weeks ago,
and I will quote from his letter. It reads-

In response to your letter of 6 February
concerning your complaint against Mr
Grill the matter has been examined by
Crown Law officers.

Advice to me is that there are no
grounds for further investigation or action
and I shall therefore not be proceeding
with the matter.

I have the highest regard for the Chief Electoral
Officer and for those Crown Law officers, but
this Government-

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: I want some protection

from that animal over there, Mr Deputy
Speaker, I think I deserve it.

Withdrawal ofRemark
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was just about

to ask the member for Maylands not to con-
tinue with his interjections but, at the same
time, while I am sitting in this Chair I will not
tolerate a member referring to other members
of Parliament as "animals". We are here as
people, and I would like the member for
Gascoyne to withdraw that reference to the
member for Maylands being an animal.

Mr LAURANCE: It is my pleasure to do so,
Mr Deputy Speaker, and I thank you for giving
me the opportunity to finish my speech.

Debate Resumed
Mr LAURANCE: I have the highest regard

for those officers, but their work on this oc-
casion has been prostituted by this Govern-
ment, which obviously has directed them. This
Minister should have been removed from Par-
liment for a period of two years under that
clear breach of the Act-that is the penalty. He
is guilty of that offence and should have lost his
seat in this Parliament under the terms of the
Electoral Act.

This Government directed those officers not
to take any further action. That is how much
they have prostituted those officers. It would
not allow them to do the right thing, although it
is quite clear what the right thing is.

Points of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: On a point of order, Mr

Deputy Speaker, the Government did not di-
rect those officers to do anything. Is the mem-
ber for Qascoyne allowed to tell lies without
supporting the lie with any evidence? Mr
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Deputy Speaker, let me simply ask through
you, Sir, that the member for Gascoyne
produce some evidence as to any direction. If
he cannot, then we must presume the member
for Gascoyne is the one who is telling lies.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a
point of order.

Withdrawal ofRemark
Mr LAURANCE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I

would like to remind you that the Speaker has
told the Opposition that in this session of Par-
liament he will not allow the use of the word
"lies"; so when the Premier withdraws those
remarks I will be prepared to go on with my
speech. I understand your position is a little
difficult, as you are the Deputy Speaker, but it
was a quite clear instruction to the Opposition
prior to the commencement of this session that
the word "lies" would not be tolerated by the
present Speaker.

Mr Brian Burke: I am
withdraw the word "lies"
Gascoyne will produce the
instruction.

perfectly happy to
if the member for
evidence as to any

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: On a point of
clarification, while I am sitting in this Chair as
the Deputy Speaker, I will accept the word
"lies", but I will not tolerate any member call-
ing another member a liar. From my position
of Deputy Speaker I now call for the member
for Gascoyne to continue his speech for the
remaining minute.

Points of Order Resumed
Mr LAURANCE: On the same point of or-

der, that was the point that the Speaker specifi-
cally referred to the Opposition. Speaker
Harman-

Mr Brian Burke: Where is the evidence? I
have withdrawn the remark; where is the evi-
dence?

Mr LAURANCE: The present Speaker said
he would differ from Speaker Harman in that
he would not allow the use of the word "lies",
as distinct from the word "liar". You have
made that distinction, Mr Deputy Speaker.
Your ruling at the moment is in line with
Speaker Harman's. I understand that-we
worked under it for three years. However, prior
to the session starting the present Speaker said
he would change those rules and would not
allow the use of either the word "liar" or the
word "lies". I believe this is an important point
to make early in the session, we should find out
whether one ruling is to be in force when you

are in the Chair and a different ruling in force
when the Speaker is in the Chair. Is there any
consistency in this matter?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: With due respect
to the member for Gascoyne, I really do not see
that as being a point of order in the current
debate. However, I will certainly clarify the
point with the present Speaker, whom I rep-
resent when I am in this Chair, and I will rule
on the matter when I am next in the Chair.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you very much for
that, Mr Deputy Speaker.

Debate Resumed
Mr LAURANCE: This Government will

stoop to anything-it will go to any lengths to
stay in office. Its cronyism, its dubious dealings
in public land, and all the things mentioned by
me today will see the Government swept from
office at the next opportunity.

MR MARLBOROUGH (Cockburn) [4.06
p.m.]: I would like to congratulate you, Mr
Speaker, on attaining such a high office. From
the short time I have been in this Chamber and
observed your actions as Speaker, I know that
you will add to the role of previous Speakers,
and handle the matters that are before you in a
very fair and responsible manner.

The SPEAKER: Thank you.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I also take this op-

portunity to thank the staff who have made me
so welcome and my first week in Parliament so
easy. I also congratulate those new members on
both sides of the House who were elected to
Parliament in 1986. In congratulating them, I
also give thanks to those members of the Labor
Party who worked so hard in the Cockburn by-
election to make sure that the Labor Party was
returned to office with the majority that it has.

Earlier today in this House a very close
friend of mine, the member for Victoria Park,
had the opportunity to speak. I remind the
member that as we are both newly elected
members of Parliament and were both elected
at by-elections, it is interesting to note that we
have joined a fairly auspicious club on this side
of the House.

It was pointed out to me earlier that the
Premier, the Deputy Premier, the member for
Kalgoorlie, and the member for Helena were all
elected at by-elections. Another interesting ob-
servation is that they all hold ministerial
positions within the present Parliament.

It is a great honour to be able to represent the
people of Western Australia, and particularly
the people of Cockburn. That has come about
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by my having tremendous support over many
years from many people, but most of all from
the love of my life, Roslyn, and her family; and
my family. I thank them for the support they
have given me over the last 18 years.

They have supported me not only at this by-
election, but in all the other activities in which
I have been involved during my political life,
activities which span a period starting as far
back as 1972. At that time I was very much
involved with the trade union movement,
especially in the Pilbara. I had previously run
for the Labor Party for the seat of Pilbara in
1977, and for local government as a Labor
Party candidate for the City of Fremantle in
1979.

Throughout that time, I always knew that I
had Ros and her family there, committed to the
Labor Party and to making sure, in whatever
way they could, that the party progressed.
Without their support I am sure I would not be
in the position 1 am today.

I take this opportunity to thank my parents
and family for their support over the years.
There are many people whom I would like to
thank, but I will not be able to name them on
this occasion. However, there are two people in
particular whom I wish to thank now. First, I
thank Mike Ward who was my campaign man-
ager for the recent Cockburn by-election. He
had to put up with the normal traumas that
beset a campaign manager when a candidate
begins to panic during a campaign. He handled
those traumas very well and, in the end, he was
able to bathe in the success of the results of the
day.

I pay particular thanks to Liz Hughes who
was also very supportive of myself and Ros
throughout the campaign and is continuing to
be of tremendous support to both of us. Liz still
lives in Medina and I would lie to thank her
young son Matthew, who, at eight years of age,
worked for me on election day at the Medina
school. I was amazed to see him handing out
how-to-vote cards and on my arrival at the
polling booth he ran up to me and punched me
in the back to remind me that he was working
for me. I thank also his brother Tim. I will
leave my remarks about the former member for
Cockburn to the conclusion of my speech.

The seat of Cockbumn presents great chal-
lenges, and has many problems. However, it is
a seat which any new member from either side
of this House would be More than happy to cut
his political teeth on. The type of chalienges
which confront me are those which we find
under this political system and the democratic

process is the best way in which to enhance the
beliefs of those people represented under that
system. All the avenues are available for me to
concentrate on these challenges.

The electorate of Cockburn includes the
town of Kwinana which is surrounded by a
heavy industrial area known as the Kwinana
strip. The area is predominantly built around
the multinationals and it is very much affected
by what is happening on the world market
rather than what is happening at home. To that
extent, all the problems occurring in the world
today are magnified in the Kwinana and sur-
rounding areas.

At the Cockburn end of my electorate there
exists a diverse mixture of industry, ranging
from the abattoirs to the leather, hide, and tan-
ning industries at Coogee to the traditional
market gardens which have been in existence
for many years. Unfortunately, the market
gardens are slowly and sadly disappearing be-
cause the land has become more valuable in
terms of housing. However, it indicates the
mixture which exists within the electorate. It is
the mixture which, although it has its problems
also has its strength, and the greatest strength
the mixture has created is the people in the
community.

It is interesting to note that the population of
the electorate of Cockburn is in the main made
up of migrants. In the Kwinana area we have
those people who migrated to Australia in the
1950s to work for the BP refinery; they came
from Britain, Austria, Holland, and Germany.
At the other end of the electorate we have
migrants from Yugoslavia and Italy. If we com-
bine the activities of all these people it will be
seen that they have created a tremendous com-
munity in the Cockburn electorate.

I would like to give examples of the comm it-
ments made by these migrants to this country
when they adopted it as their new home, and
one need look no further than the Mayor of
Kwinana, Frank Konecny, who migrated to
Australia from Austria many years ago. He
worked in the Wittenoom asbestos mines and
moved to the Cockburn area suffering from
asbestosis, which he puts aside as a minor com-
plaint. He has worked tirelessly for the people
of Kwinana and this is the third year he has
been elected Mayor of Kwinana. He is held in
high regard by the people of Kwinana and
those he has come to know over the years. He
demonstrates the worth of the policies of bring-
ing migrants into Australia from Europe and
other countries over many years.
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At the Cockburn City Council end of the
electorate we have a fine example of a commit-
ment made to the community by Miro Srdarov
who migrated to Australia in 1936 when it was
not a popular thing to do. He migrated from
Yugoslavia and on his arrival he immediately
became a member of the Australian Labor
Party, and, in 1986, he is still a financial mem-
ber of the party. During the time he has spent
in this country he has worked tirelessly for the
community by helping other migrants to settle
into it. He has been a councillor for the
Cockbumn City Council for many years and it
was only this year that he retired due to his
family's concern. He has represented his con-
stituents well and has assisted the Yugoslav
people during his working life. He has ensured
that the benefits available to the Cockburn area
are taken advantage of by the people who have
supported him, and in particular, by the ethnic
group he represents.

I have given two examples of the input of
migrants into the electorate of Cockburn. Over
the last 20 years there has been a massive popu-
lation growth in Cockburn. In 1963, when I
arrived from the United Kingdom, I was the
oldest of a family of six and we moved
immediately to Fremantle. Within two or three
months my mother and father took a house
which is still their place of abode in Cockburn
and which, at that time, consisted mainly of
market gardens-in fact, 80 per cent of the area
of Cockburn was market gardens. There were
some industries on the coast which are still in
place, but in the main it consisted of market
gardens and had a population of 10 000. The
Cockburn electorate now has a population of
40 000 which has brought with it all the
changes and problems which are necessary
when such growth takes place.

The electorate has grown to such a size that
the Government needs to consider how best to
implement its policies in respect of it. Possibly
because of the time I spent as a Fremantle City
councillor, I have no doubt that the role of all
levels of Government is extremely important.
Federal, State, and local governments need to
be brought together to develop a tripartite ap-
proach to the problems that affect electorates
such as Cockburn. That is the way forward for
a State Government to implement policies that
it sees are needed to benefit the people.

The State Government, in conjunction with
the Federal Government, has headed towards
that goal by forming the south-west corridor
development and employment committee.
That committee, which has been in place for

some three years this year, has received
funding of over half a million dollars over the
last three years and has worked very closely
with the councils of Melville, Fremantle,
Cockburn, Kwinana, and Rockingham in try-
ing to implement new initiatives which will cre-
ate jobs and to consider the problems faced by
the community at present and those the com-
munities are likely to face in the future.

I now raise some of the matters which are of
concern to the electors of Cockburn and me.
Regardless of the side of politics to which we
belong, we must agree that the methods and the
mistakes that were made in the 1950s when
new industry was encouraged to come to West-
ern Australia, including the type of heavy in-
dustry that presently exists in the Kwinana
strip, must not be repeated. I am not saying
that the policy of those days was not correct; I
am saying that in 1986 we need to understand
that the policy of encouraging those industries
at all costs brought with it major problems for
the environment. Of course, the policy also
brought with it major benefits, but in 1986,
with the greater knowledge available to people
both within and without the work force, it can
be seen that there is a growing concern about
the need to know about the environment in
which people work and live.

We cannot continue to pursue policies that
encourage industries to be set up, regardless of
their negative effect on the environment. We
must look at the need to protect the environ-
ment. One of the major things for which we, as
a Government, will be judged in the future, will
be the environment that we leave for the
younger generation. Businesses will come and
go, j ust as people come and go, but the environ-
ment must be something that is dear to our
hearts, something which we should cherish. We
should understand that we have a tremendous
responsibility to make sure that the environ-
ment is preserved. There is no doubt that the
environmental problems in Cockburn are
many. There are problems of air pollution. I
read in the Cockbumn local Press that a study
taking place has indicated that air pollution is
affecting the market gardeners in the area.

We are aware that the waters of Cockburn
Sound are polluted to such a degree that the
traditional fishermen who took great joy in
their amateur sport of fishing are no longer able
to take their families into the area and spend
the weekend fishing in the Sound because the
fish they have traditionally caught have disap-
pecared. The fishermen are concerned about
what fish they are able to eat from the Sound.
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The Minister for Environment ought to be
praised for the recent initiatives taken by the
Government in respect of the environment. It
is fair to say that this Government has been the
first to take those environmental issues
seriously and the move to bring about changes
to the Acts that will affect industrial concerns
and make them manage their environmental
responsibilities is to be welcomed. It is to be
hoped that those changes will be made in this
sitting of Parliament.

The recent advertisment for an office to be
set up in Kwinana under the auspices of the
Environmental Protection Authority demon-
strates to the people of Kwinana how dinkumt
this Government is in coming to grips with the
environmental problems that have been foisted
on the people of that area for many years. The
time has come to put an end to the problems.
That does not mean to say that industries will
be chased away. In fact, if we can clean up the
environment of Cockburn, in years to come we
will see new industries set up. I refer to high
technology industries, clothing industries, and
industries that would be willing to come into
the area, industries that normally feed off the
larger industries. They would be willing to
come into the area when they realise that they
can work in a clean and compatible environ-
ment.

Another problem in the area is the lack of
Government services. The Cockburn electorate
is situated between two pressure group elector-
ates. On the one hand, pressure is applied
through Fremantle as a port; at the other end of
the electorate is the area that you, Mr Speaker,
would know better than I. The electorates of
Rockingham and Mandurab have been able to
apply a lot of pressure to the present Govern-
ment because they are attractive to tourists. In
between those areas is the seat of Cockburn.
Those are the reasons, in the main, that
Cockburn traditionally has missed out on many
of the Government services that should be
provided to a community that size. it is unac-
ceptable that people living in Homeswest
homes in Cockbumn, Coolbellup, Medina, or
Kwinana have to travel for social security pur-
poses or for State Energy Commission purposes
to the towns of Rockingham Or Fremantle. We
need to address those problems as quickly and
efficiently as possible.

Unemployment is another major problem in
the area. In my previous occupation as a trade
union official I often talked about unemploy-
ment. It was a very frustrating experience, one
which I am sure has been shared by many

members in this House. Many scenarios have
been put forward about how we might over-
come the problem of unemployment. The pub-
lic is quite disillusioned with the policies that
have been put forward and do not believe they
will turn the tide. That does not mean to say
that we have to give up. We should be consider-
ing many factors with respect to unemploy-
ment.

The Federal and State Governments are try-
ing to address the problem in Cockburn. Tra-
ditional industries have been affected by world
demand and they are dying slowly but surely.
The steel industry has been massively affected
and the furnace has been closed down for a
number of years. World demand for alumina is
such that the market does not want the level of
resources it wanted some years ago. In place of
the traditional industries, new industries are
coming to fruition. I suggest that the shipping
industry should be supported by both sides of
the House. It is a growth industry.

In the last week, the Federal Minister for
Defence commissioned one of seven patrol
boats for the South Pacific region. It was built
by Australian Shipbuilding Industries (WA)
Pty Ltd in the Coogee strip. There is also a
promise that Australian patrol boats will be
built there by 1990 and that a new naval base
will be formed. The Australian Minister for
Defence has indicated that the Navy's strategy
will be to concentrate very much on the Indian
Ocean. That will mean a massive increase in
job opportunities with the development of the
Stirling naval base to a larger capacity than at
present.

We are seeing those developments in certain
areas. Initiatives have been taken by the new
Minister for Racing and Gaming in regard to
the proposal for a horse training facility in the
Rockingham area.

take this opportunity to congratulate you,
Sir, on your initiatives in assisting to bring that
development about. There is still some way to
go, but let me say that it is a development that
should attract all and I will support it. I am told
by the people involved in the training of
horses-and I am not one of them although I
will tell members a story about my involve-
ment with horses at another time-that one
person is required to help look after three
horses.

A recent survey was conducted by the associ-
ation of south metropolitan trainers which was
interested in getting this facility off the ground.
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Some 882 horses are in training and 92
trainers live in the areas of Kwinana, Medina,
and Rockingham. There is a proposal for an all-
weather training facility which these people see
as the future centre for horse training in this
State. Small trainers are being forced away
from Ascot and Belmont. They can no longer
afford to rent the facilities available along with
the other difficulties associated with horse
training. Those members who have anything to
do with horses would know better than I about
the difficulties of getting horses to and from the
track for training purposes. This new facility
will be seen as a panacea to overcome these
problems. It will also concentrate on creating
many new jobs for the unskilled people of the
area. It is a facility that should receive support
from all members in this place.

I now wish to refer to State housing in my
electorate. Medina is the largest catchment area
for State housing in this State. Not only is it the
largest, it is one of the oldest. Medina is made
up of mostly weatherboard houses which have
been there for over 25 years, either owned or
rented.

I have had some thoughts on how a Labor
Government should look at this particular type
of housing in the Medina and Coolbellup areas,
and I have had the opportunity to discuss those
thoughts with the Minister for Housing. He ad-
vised me that I am able to comment on the
Government's position on this matter today.

I put to the Minister for Housing that the
Government needs to look closely at selling
those weatherboard houses which are over 25
years old to the people currently renting them
from Homeswest at minimal cost. We need a
special initiative in respect of those properties
built 25 to 30 years ago. The cast of mainten-
ance has risen so it is necessary to look to
upgrading them so they can be sold to the
people who are most in need and who can take
pride in putting something back into those
houses. I have had lengthy discussions with the
Minister and he assures me that he and his
department will look at the proposal
favourably.

I now touch on an area that affects not only
the people of Cockburn, but also this country,
and particularly people in Western Australia. I
refer to the continuing visits of nuclear war-
ships to Cockburn Sound.

I take pride in the fact that in 1979, when I
was elected to the Fremantle City Council as a
councillor for the ward of South Fremantle, I
ran on a platform to oppose the visits of

nuclear warships into Cockbumn Sound and the
Fremantle harbour. I was successfully elected
on that plank. I am proud to say that I was the
person responsible for the Fremantle City
Council, in 1980, becoming the first local
government nuclear-free zone in the State.

As I articulated at the time and continue to
articulate, it is the most important nuclear-free
zone in Australia, It is important because when
one looks at its history, there are no other ports
in this country that are visited by as many
nuclear warships as the Ports of Fremantle and
Cockburn Sound. That is an important factor
in itself, but it is important for other reasons as
well. One can go through a catalogue of prob-
lems in relation to the nuclear industry.

Extension of Time
Mr TERRY BURKE: I move-

That the member's time be extended.
The SPEAKER: It has been moved and

seconded that the member for Cockburn's time
be extended. In view of the unusual nature of
this motion, I advise members that the member
for Cockburn's time for speaking will be
extended by 15 minutes.

Mr MacKINNON: The Opposition does not
oppose the motion to extend the speaking time
of the member for Cockburn, particularly as
this is his maiden speech. We wish to point out
to the Government that we should be granted
the same courtesy when we make important
speeches.

Question put and passed.

Debate Resumed
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Rather than go

through a catalogue of events that have oc-
curfed in the nuclear industry throughout the
world over a number of years, I will concen-
trate on recent history.

Regardless of the political position that
members may take with respect to nuclear war-
ships and peace generally in the world, one
needs to be extremely concerned about the re-
cent happenings in Chernobyl and NASA.
Quite clearly, if one looks at both Russia and
the United States of America and their recent
high-technology nuclear-type disasters one has
to be very concerned about visits by nuclear
warships to our ports.

What has clearly come through from the in-
vestigations carried out by both Russia and the
West in terms of Chernobyl is that-as
disclosed in the Rogers commission report in
America which came out last week-both sides
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of the political spectrum show consistency in
that they both have the ability to lie about the
problems which exist. Both have the capability
of deceiving people to whom they are giving
information. That has come through quite
clearly.

We have seen this on both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum with nuclear and hi-tech, space
age problems. People have been dismissed
from the top echelon as a result of those prob-
lems which have come to the fore.

I want to set aside the position of war. My
position is neither anti-America nor pro-
Russia. As I said earlier, one of the things that
we will leave behind for history to judge will be
how we have left this world and how we leave
the environment.

If a nuclear accident were to occur on one of
the visiting warships in Fremantle there would
be a disaster. We have an industry which is
almost unique to Western Australia in the
sense that it does not occur in many other
places of the world, and that is the lobster in-
dustry. If a nuclear accident similar to that of
Chernobyl were to happen on a nuclear war-
ship in the Cockburn Sound, it would wipe out
in one fell swoop an industry worth $250
million.

I suggest to both sides of the House that there
is no way that we can implement policies to
stop that occurring. The only way is to tell
those visiting nuclear warships it is not in the
best interests of the economy of this State, or in
the best interests of the environment we live in,
for them to continue to visit.

I speak from a minority position, not only in
my own political party but also within the pub-
lic generally. But that does not alter my resolve.
I am not afraid to tackle an issue from a min-
ority position. It needs to be tackled and I be-
lieve there is a growing concern. I shall con-
tinue to articulate that concern.

May I finish by paying my respects to the
previous members for Cockburn. First of all,
Don Taylor: I want to thank Don personally for
the great support he gave me during the cam-
paign itself. I know that other speakers in this
House will remember the many years when
Don held positions such as Deputy Premier
and other ministerial positions. He has a stand-
ing not only from the parliamentary point of
view but also in the electorate where his repu-
tation is second to none.

I want to pay particular respect to Clive
Hughes. Since Clive's death I have found it
difficult to refer to him because I still become

very emotional about the event. Besides being a
political ally, Clive was a personal friend. We
worked together in the Hospital Services and in
the Miscellaneous Workers Union.

As previous speakers have said, in the short
time he was in this Parliament, he left his
stamp on this House, and he has certainly left
his stamp in the community. Everywhere
throughout Cockburn people who came into
contact with Clive Hughes have nothing but
praise for him. It is my commitment to Clive
that I will continue to represent Cockburn just
as he would have wished me to do.

I want to thank you, Mr Speaker, and the
House. I support the motion.

[Applause.]
MR MENSAROS (Floreat) (4.45 p.m.]: Mr

Speaker before I begin to make a contribution
to this debate I want to say how pleased and
gratified I was to hear you on the second day of
this Parliament say you will uphold the tra-
ditions of this place. Perhaps in contrast to
some of my younger colleagues, my primary
concern is not with being in Opposition. I hap-
pen to believe that the system which we have is
one of the best in the world, and being in Op-
position is part of that system.

My concern is rather with the endeavours
being made to make inroads into the system
and change it, throwing traditions out in droves
and substituting them with protectionism,
favouritism, and patronage. Because of that,
and based on this tradition, I very sincerely
appreciate your comment and congratulate you
on your election to this office.

I would equally like to congratulate the
Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees,
and all the members who have been newly
elected.

Despite the fact that my speech is perhaps
the furthest removed from a maiden speech, I
would still like to start by thanking the con-
stituents of the Floreat electorate, not only for
having elected me, but also for having given
me, on an adjusted primary vote, an increased
majority, which I think was unique, particu-
larly in a year when the party I represent did
not do so well. That I think indicates their
feeling that the way I do my job possibly finds
some appreciation and understanding.

I do not do anything extraordinary in par-
ticular. Perhaps the only thing is, contrary to
what happens in a Government department or
in many official organisations, if I receive an
inquiry I try if possible to respond on the same
day, and if not, on the next. I assure members
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that this is appreciated, and the signs show that
apparently it is.

I want to mention briefly a very few matters
which came to me from the electorate. Some of
them can be dealt with by questions. However
because of the nature of answers to questions,
which apparently are quite legitimate, as the
Premier has often said, this method might be
more satisfactory to the constituents.

This is not the first time I have brought up
this subject-the appointment of justices of the
peace and commissioners for declarations. We
have a strange situation with the appointments
which are made upon the nomination of the
local member. That has been the custom and
tradition. Lately the Minister in charge, the At-
torney General, has announced some sort of
moratorium. He did not give reasons for this
moratorium, yet people know, and if they in-
quire they are told, that they still have to go to
their local member.

What happens as a result of this tardiness is
that invariably the local member will be
blamed. I do not think that is fair. I asked
several questions of the Attorney General, or
the Minister representing him in this House,
and I received no satisfactory answer as to what
he is prepared to do with these appointments.
Furthermore, it appears to me from the
answers-and one cannot read anything else
out of them-that certain nominations are
being accepted, but not those put forward by
the local member. The local member is not
being informed about them. On 30 May one of
my constituents was appointed and I had absol-
utely no knowledge of that.

The other matter is, briefly, the situation
about making it known to people in need from
a medical point of view that others have some
sort of "donor" status. In other States drivers'
licences are used for containing such infor-
mation, so that if an accident happens, particu-
larly if the person is unfortunately the subject
of a fatality, this can be of tremendous use to
the medical profession and to other people.
When I have asked questions about this matter
the answer is that no decision has been made.

I received a complaint from a private school
in my electorate. Members will realise that
there is an abundance of private schools in the
electorate of Floreat.

Mr Burkett: I help you tremendously by
bringing many of those students to Parliament
House.

Mr MENSAROS: The member "helps" me
by poaching into the schools.

Mr Burkett: They ring me up because they
cannot get you. "Poaching"-what a stupid
comment,

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Burkett: I am sorry I have not got my

gun.
Mr MENSAROS: I mentioned it to the pre-

vious Speaker, but I decided not to make any
fuss about it because people know I am their
member of Parliament anyhow and they do not
mind if the member goes into the schools in my
electorate. The services of the very useful
north-west resource centre of the Education
Department have been curtailed, particularly
in regard to private schools. I do not think it is
equitable that if the Education Department or
the Minister decides that there should be fewer
facilities for education in this State, private
schools should be affected first, despite the fact
that the excuse from the Minister is that the
schools brought it upon themselves. They were
asked, "What do you want, the frying pan or
the fire?", and they had to decide on one of the
choices.

Some Government members have
mentioned this subject by saying we should ob-
serve certain courtesies amongst members, and
this is precisely my next point. I say to Minis-
ters of the Crown that their positions are not an
eternal privilege, nor are they superior to other
members of this House. When I had the privi-
lege of being a Minister, I did not allow corre-
spondence from my fellow members of Parlia-
ment to be answered by anyone but me. In
contrast, when I wrote to the Minister for Con-
servation and Land Management in a non-
argumentative manner, seeking his assistance
to pacify one of my constituents in the same
way as he would have done it had he been
initially approached-that was a month ago-I
received a reply from the Minister's executive
officer, whatever that means, as follows-

On behalf of Mr Hodge..I acknowl-
edge receipt of your letter. I will draw your
letter to the attention of the Minister as
soon as possible.

Apparently that has not yet occurred. That let-
ter was a reply to my correspondence of 14
May and I have received no further word.

I want to turn now to a more important mat-
ter concerning the State's sovereign rights
which are being threatened seriously by what I
call backdoor methods of interference by the
Commonwealth. My observation will tie in
very closely with the very valuable observa-
tions and comments made by the member for
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Victoria Park in his maiden speech. It is not
enough that the rights and responsibilities of
the States are being slowly eroded. This hap-
pens of course in every federation and it was
very well expressed by one of the best treatise
of the Australian Constitution, the lectures by
Sir Robert Menzies at the Virginia University.
He said that every federation has centripetal
powers working within it.-

Deliberate attempts to interfere, using
backdoor methods-attempts which every
State Government should be watching-should
be guarded against and prevented by measures
at our disposal. It is quite remarkable that for-
mal amendments to the Australian Consti-
tution have been made very difficult by the
founders of the federation, because they need
quite elaborate legislative and popular support.
At the same time radical judicial interpretation
can make substantial alterations with the de-
cision of four, no matter how learned, individ-
uals as judges. This indeed happened with the
1983 High Court majority decision in the
Tasmanian Franklin Dam case. That decision
meant that no matter what the intention of the
Constitution, the Federal Government and
Parliament have overriding rights to interfere
strictly and clearly in the domestic affairs of the
States.

As we all know, the Australian Constitution
is a classic federal model under which the Comn-
monwealth is granted a wide range of powers
including external affairs. The Constitution
and those who drafted and explained it to the
people at the time, and indeed the people who
voted for it in a referendum at the turn of the
century, did not intend that the Common-
wealth should be able to usurp State powers,
the State powers that are enumerated particu-
larly by section 51 of the Constitution, simply
by concluding an international treaty, the sub-
ject of which deals with the State's domestic
responsibilities.

Originally, international treaties dealt only
with external affairs, which, on the proper con-
notation of the word, included defence, navi-
gation, external trade, tariffs, etc. However, the
very significance of treaties entered into since
approximately World War 11 is the fact that
these treaties have tended to give expression to
a diverse range of interests of the international
community in all aspects of domestic law.
Almost all these treaties were not bilateral
treaties or bilateral agreements expressing the
need of Australia; they were multilateral declar-
ations of some principle, mainly endeavouring

to guarantee more democratic conditions and
individual freedoms to ex-colonial countries
which existed under either dictatorial or very
weak semidemocratic: governments. Australia
simply joined as one of the many signatories
who, in the main were unitary States; they were
not federal States, and therefore, they had not
really tasted the differences between State and
Federal Governments and Parliaments and
what the respective powers, rights, privileges,
and responsibilities were.

Over the last 40 years or so treaties dealing
strictly with domestic State matters have been
enormously proliferated. Consequently, the
subject matter of treaties is by no means
confined to matters on which the Federal Par-
liament has direct legislative power. Probably
the majority of cases deal with matters falling
within the powers of the States such as racial
and sexual discrimination, and civil, political,
economic, and social rights, protection of the
environment, etc.-subjects which we do not
even find in the Australian Constitution.

The word "environment" does not appear in
the Constitution. I do not think it was heard of
at that time. This situation obviously made the
States nervous even before the Tasmanian dam
decision was handed down by the High Court.
The States were arguing that the Common-
wealth should give proper recognition to their
interests in the process of negotiating and
ultimately implementing treaties.

During this period the States have proposed
various remedies so that these problems can be
overcome. They sought consultation during all
stages of the negotiations for a treaty. They
sought representation on the delegations which
carried out the negotiations and they asked for
so-called Federal clauses to be included in the
treaties which would recognise that Australia is
a federation and therefore some of the pro-
visions of the treaties would be subject to State
laws. They sought the right of implementation
of issues that were traditionally within the
States' areas of responsibility once the treaty
had been concluded.

Until the former State Liberal Government's
defeat in 1983, it had been the forerunner
amongst other States in getting assurances from
the then Commonwealth Government. It was
not an easy or quick task. However results have
been achieved which led to a political solution
of the legal problem of proper separation of
powers. The Fraser Government, in spite of its
centralistic tendencies, made those assurances.
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At the last Premiers' Conference in which the
Fraser Government paruicipa ted in 1982, the
following guidelines were adopted: The States
should be informed at an early stage of all
treaty discussions; the States should have an
opportunity to participate in the negotiating
process, including representation on Common-
wealth delegations at international conferences
which deal with matters within the States' re-
sponsibility; the Commonwealth should seek
appropriate Federal clauses in such treaties; the
States should have the first opportunity of
implementing treaty provisions within their
own areas of responsibility; and the existing
Commonwealth-State Ministers' meetings
should be used as a forum for detailed dis-
cussions for treaties proposed to cover the
States' areas of responsibility.

In addition to those guidelines, the Fraser
Government had, in some cases, adapted the
practice of involving the States in the ratifi-
cation process. This meant that the Federal
Government would ratify a treaty only if agree-
ment could be reached with the States.

At the time of the Tasmanian dam decision,
the majority of Australian States had Labor
Governments. The Labor Government in
Western Australia at that time, if not loudly
applauding that decision, at least meekly ac-
cepted it, without complaint, or without ac-
tively pursuing a reversal of that centralistic
trend.

The Commonwealth thus is in a situation
where, despite the limitations of section 51 of
the Constitution, it could now legislate on
almost any subject, in view of the large range of
subjects which even the existing treaties en-
compass. That does not even include the new
treaties which the Commonwealth can
deliberately enter into in order to be able to
legislate on a matter which is purely a domestic
responsibility of the States. Of course, more
and more lobby groups which fail to persuade a
State Government to legislate in their favour
are turning to the Commonwealth Government
to do so under its external affairs powers. We
have noticed frust rated political parties use this
method to advance their breaking into the par-
liamentary arena of the States. Yet, it has to be
stressed, emphasised and realised that we are
not in an unchangeable position. There are sev-
eral ways to go back to the original intention of
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Australia. I wish to mention a few which are
being considered and discussed by interested
parties. Unfortunately, most are now in Oppo-
sition.

There could be Federal legislation requiring
parliamentary approval for the ratification of
treaties. That would be in contrast to that
which was suggested by the member for
Victoria Park; a Loan Council-type treaties
council could be established with State and
Commonwealth participation which could ap-
prove the ratification of treaties. There is
nothing difficult about that; an amendment
could be proposed to the Constitution to re-
verse the Franklin Dam decision and to limit
the Commonwealth's treaty-making power.

These and similar solutions should be ad-
vanced and pressingly negotiated by State
Governments, particularly if the same political
party is in power in Canberra as is the case with
Western Australia at the moment. We see the
Western Australian Opposition in the Com-
monwealth Parliament doing its best. Despite
many accusations of centralism against our
Federal members, Senator Peter Durack has
introduced a private members' Bill. His Bill
seeks to amend the Constitution to limit the
power of the Commonwealth to implement an
international treaty which it has ratified to
those persons, matters and things within
Australia which have a substantial relationship
to other countries or to persons, matters and
things outside Australia.

This amendment would give effect to the
more limited interpretation of the external af-
fairs power which was adopted by the minority
judgments of the Hight Court in the dam case.
Yet, we have not seen or heard of any attempt
by the WA State Government to put its weight
behind such endeavours so that the State's sov-
ereign powers will not be further eroded.

I have asked the Premier questions relating
to this subject to see whether I am justified in
thinking as I think and to find out whether I
was wrong and that the Government had en-
deavou red to do something. I asked him
whether the State Government had pursued
with the Federal Government the aim of
having Federal clauses inserted in treaties that
Australia concludes with overseas countries.
The Premier said, "No". I asked further-

If not, why not?
The Premier replied-

.the Commonwealth Government does
not favour the inclusion of Federal clauses
in treaties ...

Of course it does not. It is centralistic no mat-
ter what color it is. However, that does not
mean that the States should stand back and say
that, because the Commonwealth does not like
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it, they will not do anything about it. That is
what the answer implies. I asked a further ques-
lion as follows-

Does he know of any provisions of treaties
which could be interpreted as interfering
with the State's rights, not enumerated in
the Constitution, to be the subject of the
Commonwealth's jurisdiction?

He replied-

A number of treaty provisions have ex-
tended the jurisdiction of the Common-
wealth into areas not specified by the Con-
stitution. This has been held by the High
Court to be within the Commonwealth's
constitutional powers.

That answer is perfectly true, but I submit
that despite that it merely details what has
happened. We all know what has happened.
We know that the High Court by a majority
decision of four to three decided that the Fed-
eral Constitution would be extended, but we do
not accept that decision. However, the Premier
appears to accept it in view of his answers to
my question.

It can be seen from the State Government's
attitude to electoral changes, in particular, that
it pays lip service to a policy of opposing Feder-
al intervention, but tacitly welcomes the possi-
bility, whether such intervention be made by
an amendment to the Constitution or whether
it be based on the external power provision,
based on one of the treaties which the Com-
monwealth would undoubtedly have in its ar-
senal of more than 1 500 treaties thus far
concluded.

The Labor Party does not seem to argue
against Federal intervention, particularly in
public. I would not castigate the Government if
it did so, because on other occasions the
Premier has commented on the intrusion by
the Commonwealth into State jurisdictions or
criticised the Commonwealth Government for
any incorrect action. If the Premier is prepared
to criticise the Commonwealth Government in
other areas, I cannot understand why he has
submitted in this most important area, one in
which the State's traditional rights could be
eroded swiftly and almost entirely. As I said
before, it would not be difficult for the Com-
monwealth to conclude specific treaties for a
purpose. If the Commonwealth wanted to legis-
late with respect to a particular State matter
which did not suit it, it could find a country
which, with or without some consideration,
would enter into a treaty with it.

Amendment to Motion
Therefore, I move an amendment-

That the foll owing words be added to
the motion-

We regret to inform Your Excel-
lency, however, that the Government
has not used its influence to persuade
the Federal Government not to enter-
tain any design for legislation-based
on provisions of overseas treaties or
on amending the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Australia-which
would result in interference with the
State electoral laws, superimposing
changes without the consent of this
Parliament and Your Excellency as
the representative of the Monarch.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) (5.14 p.m.): The
greatest political tragedy since the establish-
ment of the so-called federation of Australia
has been the progressive erosion of the
positions of the States and the creation of what
can only be called a semi-unitary Australian
system.

In the 1890s the founding fathers of this
nation determined the future political frame-
work of this nation. As they look down from
above at the decisions made by the High Court,
they must surely be shaking their heads to such
an extent that they appear to have St Vitus
dance. I refer to the over-centralisation of the
Australian political system, something Menzies
called the Evatt line. The founding fathers from
the separate colonies of Australia came
together with the idea that it would be to the
advantage of their respective colonies and to
the advancement of the Australian continent if
they gave up certain powers to a new,
centralised Federal Government. When they
gave up their defence powers, they thought that
that was the most natural and logical course to
take.

I remind members that Mussolini used a
bundle of sticks tied together as the symbol of
his fascist party. The founding fathers viewed
the separate colonies and their re-formation
into the Commonwealth of Australia as anal-
ogous to that bundle of sticks; that is, their
joint strength would make them more capable
of resisting any attack. Australia was attacked
for the first time in the early 1940s by the
Japanese. At that time the Brisbane line was
drawn and only the south-eastern part of the
great Australian nation was to be defended.
Western Australia and the north was to be
given away. For a long time certain senior
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people in Australia have tried to deny that that
was the case.

It is interesting that the most recent defence
statement by the current Federal Minister for
Defence is the first step towards reversing that
position. The Minister, Kim Beazley Jnr, and
the Dibbs report have made probably the first
attempt to defend the whole of Australia. The
only problem is that this Government, as with
all the other Governments Australia has ever
had, is not prepared to provide the funds 10
give us a defence force which would protect
Australia. Certainly our defence force as it
exists at present could not protect Australia.

1 am not anti-Indonesian, but despite the
opinions of some experts, Indonesia could
come to Australia at any time of day or night.
Anyone who has been to Bali would have seen
numerous Indonesian defence vessels tied up in
the bay. There are probably more such vessels
up there than could be seen off Fremantle.

When the Australian people voted to become
part of the new Australian Commonwealth,
they had uppermost in their minds the advan-
tage to be gained with respect to handing over
the defence power. Any study of the Australian
Constitution would elicit the information that
the Commonwealth of Australia would come
into being on a particular date and would in-
clude certain former colonies and Western
Australia, if it decided to join. Thus it can be
seen that we were a fairly reluctant participant
in the new federation, Our reluctance, I think,
was well-founded. From what I have read, it
seems that if it had not been for the fortuitous
discovery of gold in the 1 890s we would
probably have done as New Zealand did, and
remained outside the Commonwealth. It could
be interesting to cogitate whether we would be
better or worse off economically. Certainly in
terms of our defence it would not have made
much difference whether we joined the Com-
monwealth.

in view of the fact that Western Australians
see themselves as having been badly treated by
Commonwealth Governments of all sorts, it is
not surprising that in 1933, two out of every
three electors voted to withdraw from the Comn-
monwealth of Australia.

The situation was made worse by decisions
that were made during the Second World War
when the Federal Government decided, using
the emergency powers of the Constitution, to
take for itself the sole role of applying income
tax. When this was objected to later, the matter
went before the High Court which decided

about 1943 that the Commonwealth had the
power to impose income tax, exclusive of the
emergency power. From that date, we were, as
Deakin said, crushed under the chariot wheels
of the Commonwealth.

Although Malcolm Fraser in the late 19705
sought with his new federalism policy to intro-
duce the opportunity for States to have the
capacity to apply State income tax, he was not
successful. Neville Wran cleverly came out and
put before the Australian people that it would
be a form of double taxation, Liberal leaders
around Australia as part of their election pro-
ises made statements to the effect that they
would not bring in a State income tax.

That was the fear and the real problem. It is a
pity that we do not have State income tax but
how could that be imposed in addition to the
current levels of taxation? The people could not
absorb it.

Mr Brian Burke: He was saying that he
would be introducing a double tax if he did so.
I do not think he said if the Commonwealth
vacated the field there should not be a State
tax.

Mr CLARKO: The policy of Malcolm Fraser
was that a State could choose to impose a State
income tax but it would be an addition to Com-
monwealth tax. It did not happen because the
level of Commonwealth tax was so high that it
was impossible to impose a further tax.

The Premier is currently in the middle of' this
dilemma. He is Premier this year although 1
hope after the next election my colleagues on
my right will be sitting on the Government
benches.

Irrespective of the arguments for and against,
it is not a healthy sign for a so-called sovereign
piece of territory to be mendicant to the people
in Canberr. One of the real problems for
Australia is the question of the overall econ-
omy. What may be quite appropriate in Sydney
or Melbourne in terms of retracting economic
activity at a particular time, perhaps because of
hyper-inflation in the community, may not be
appropriate at the same time for Western
Australia.

in my judgment there have been very few
occasions in the last 40 years during which
Western Australia should have retracted its ac-
tivity, both in the Government and private sec-
tor. It has a population of 1.4 million people in
an area of one million square miles; it has huge
resources and it has never been appropriate for
this State to be put into an economic go-slow
position even when this has been appropriately
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applied from time to time to the south-east
corner of Australia.

When the Commonwealth was formed it was
agreed that the States would work together on
defence and, as my colleague the member for
Floreat said, it included other services such as
postal services, banking, taxation, fisheries be-
yond the territorial limit and marriage-it was
interesting to note that marriage was con-
sidered to be a Commonweath matter 90 years
ago.

The powers relating to external affairs are set
down in section 51 placitumn (nxix) of the Con-
stitution. In the judgment of 1982 in the
Koowarta. case the Aboriginal leader from
Arakun sought to lease land for grazing pur-
poses for his community from a person-already
leasing the land from the Queensland Govern-
ment. In the Koowarta v. Bjelke Petersen
judgment the High Court ruled four to three in
favour of the Commonwealth, thereby allowing
considerable expansion of Federal powers and
retraction of State rights.

In 1983 the Tasmanian dam case took place
and again the judgment was four to three
against the State in regard to the rights of the
Federal Government to impose external
powers.

Of course, there are some, constitutional law-
yers and the like, who said that this gave the
Federal Government the opportunity to use ex-
ternal powers in toto on any issue although
some of those who supported the expansion of
Federal Government powers qualified their
position.

That creates the climate we now have. An
article appeared in The West Australian on 13
March 1986 which referred to the Federal
Government being very firm on State gerry-
manders. The article outlines how the Federal
Government caved in to the Australian Demo-
crats and set up a committee of inquiry. The
members of that committee recently came to
Western Australia and this led to an article in
The West Australian on 5 May 1986 which
stated that Mr Tonkin, the member for Morley-
Swan, would appear before the committee. We
have had further action by the Federal Govern-
ment in order to pin the support of the
Australian Democrats with regard to the Bill of
Rights. The situation was outlined in the news-
paper article of the Federal Government
intervening in electoral laws in Western
Australia because of a variety of international
treaties.

I have no regard whatsoever for Malcolm
Fraser who went to Gleneagles in Scotland and
signed the document which has led to this at-
tempt by Australia and certain other countries
to apply economic sanctions to South Africa
because these communities do not like the way
the South Africans carry out their laws and
policies. However, these same countries-and I
include Australia-which are happy to use
their influence against laws they regard as
wrong in South Africa do nothing about the
situation in countries around the world such as
the Soviet Union and Afghanistan and the dif-
ficulties of the people of those countries. They
select an issue such as racism and put it to the
forefront with a great deal of emphasis. In the
same continent are various tribal groups, black
against black, killing each other by the
hundreds; but these events are ignored.
Another example is Colonel Gaddafi of Libya
whose troops are in Chad where black people
are being killed by the hundreds. No hint of
that is printed by the Press. Everybody washes
their hands and adopts a Pontius Pilate atti-
tude about that matter. Not a word is printed
in the Press.

I am not impressed by Malcolm Fraser going
overseas to sign this document and presenting
us with a fait accompti on his return to
Australia. Ultimately, the agreement which was
signed was passed down and became the laws
of our State. It takes away our sovereign rights.
It is completely the obverse of that which our
founding fathers sought to create at the turn of
the century. It was intended that Australia
should be a place in which I for example could
stand in the Parliament and say I have no more
loyalty to the Australian Commonwealth than I
have to Western Australia. That is the quintess-
ence of the creation of the Commonwealth of
Australia. If!I travelled around Australia saying
that I was as loyal to Western Australia as I was
to Australia l am sure that people would look at
me rather oddly. When I travel to other
countries I say that I am a Western Australian
but it is significant than people from Sydney or
Melbourne say that they are Australians. That
sums up the traditional view of people from
Western Australia, whether they were born and
bred in this State or have chosen to make it
their home.

The present situation will rebound on the
Premier and his colleagues if for his own ad-
vantage he allows the Federal Government to
intervene in this matter of electoral change. He
may succeed in the short term but he will rue
the day because if it happens, future Premiers
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of Western Australia will go to Canberra cap in
hand every June and at other times of the year
.,,d upon returning to Western Australia will
tell the people that they have to do certain
things they do not want or do not like but
which must be done. That will include financial
... atters.

If the situation is allowed to expand it will
include social issues, some which the Premier
will welcome and others he will not. It will turn
this House into one of the lowest forums im-
aginable. It would reach the stage at which
people would not seek to become a member of
State Parliament. They would all want to be
members of the Federal Parliament because
that Parliament alone will have power.

Taking that one step further, just as Premiers
will go cap in hand to Canberra-and not only
on financial matters-Australian Prime Minis-
ters will place themselves in the grasp of world
forums making decisions for them.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House).

[Questions taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.02 to 7.15 p.m.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [7.16 p.m.]: I sup-
port the amendment moved by the member for
Floreat. In speaking to that amendment, I will
refer to the Constitution of Australia which was
proclaimed in 1900 and, as was earlier stated,
signed by a number of States but with the no-
table exception of Western Australia, which did
not join in with that Constitution for some
three or four weeks after the original procla-
mation.

The Constitution of Australia sets out very
clearly the powers of the Commonwealth Par-
liament in relation to its dealing with the
States; and in recognition of the State rights
there is within the Constitution specific action
that is required if there is to be a change to the
Constitution. That change, in broad terms,' re-
quires a majority of the electors voting for it at
a referendum, and also, the question must be
carried by four States.

It is also true that the Constitution provides
for additional powers to be passed to it by the
States if the States consent to the transfer of
those additional powers. So the situation was
that in 1900 the States believed that they had a
document that would protect their own rights
and powers and would limit the rights and
powers of the Commonwealth.

In respect of the amendment now before the
House, I want to refer to the powers of the
Commonwealth Parliament, which appear in
section 5 1 of the Constitution and in particular
in placitum (nix). There are just two words
mentioned there, and those are the words
"external affairs".

In years gone by, the words "external affairs"
as they relate to section 51 of the Constitution
did not really mean a lot and the States did not
believe that there was any real cause for alarm
in those words. However, there is no doubt that
the passing of time has caused the States to
take notice of those words, and the words
",external affairs" have now been used to erode
State powers.

If one looks back through the history books,
it is very clear that even from the outset-in
the first seven years of the Constitution's im-
plementation in Australia-there were a num-
ber of occasions on which the Commonwealth
sought to extend its powers and refer matters to
the High Court to determine exactly where the
Commonwealth stood in relation to the words
in the Constitution.

In 1936 there was a particularly significant
case which referred to Federal powers as they
relate to the States. That was the case of Bur-
gess, in which the words "external affairs"
came under notice and the High Court deter-
mined that the Commonwealth did in fact have
the right to use the external affairs part of sec-
tion 51 to maintain or reach overseas treaties
and then use those same treaties to affect the
rights of the States.

In 1982, as has already been mentioned,
there was the case of Koowarta v. Bjelke-
Petersen and others (1982) 39 ALR 417, and
that again confirned the right of the Common-
wealth to use external affairs to, in fact, in-
fringe on the rights of the States. In 1983 we
had the notable Tasmanian dam case where, in
a majority decision of 4:3, the High Court
again confirned the right of the Common-
wealth in respect of the external affairs powers
to interfere with the rights of the States.

It is fair to say that with the changes that
have occurred over the years those people who
have been strong States' righters have been
very concerned at the way the powers of the
States have been eroded by the High Court.

If members were to undertake some research
regarding this matter they would find that a
number of prominent citizens have stated the
case and they believe that the High Court has
been protecting or maintaining the position of
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the Commonwealth against the position of the
States. I have some quotes made by former
Premiers and the current Premier which I
found in the library and which relate to the
powers in respect of the Constitution.

First, I refer to a statement by Hon. F. J. S.
Wise who was the Labor Premier of Western
Australia between 1945 and 1947. In 1978, in a
local paper, he wrote about the way in which he
saw the conflict between Federal and State re-
lations. It was a long article, but I will quote in
pant the views held by Mr Wise at that time,
views which I am sure are still held by him
today. He said-

The States of Australia have had a
disappointing experience in any challenge
to the Commonwealth before the High
Court of Australia.
After some judgments there have been
comments which suggest that the High
Court can be regarded as a court to protect
the Commonwealth interest in the Consti-
tution.

Comments were made also by Mr John Tonkin,
another former Labor Premier. In 1985 Sir
Charles Court, a former Liberal Premier, was
moved to comment about the erosion of State
rights by the Commonwealth, and in The West
Australian on 17 January 1985 he was quoted
as follows-

Powers were granted under the Consti-
tution but he said: "They have been given
an increasingly-enhanced meaning with
the passing of the years.

"The Commonwealth was given power
over external affairs in the Constitution,
and in a series of cases, the most publicised
of which was the Franklin Dam case, the
power has been held to extend in a way
which could never have been contem-
plated by the Constitution's founders."

He said the external affairs power had
the potential to impinge on practically
every area of State law.

I guess that it is fair to say that the current
Premier must have taken up the comments
made by Sir Charles Court because he was
moved to say that he wanted the Western
Australian Government to have defined at the
next Premiers' Conference the extent of the
Commonwealth's authority under the contro-
versial external affairs powers.

At that time the Premier also foreshadowed
tough Western Australian resistance if the
Commonwealth encroached too far into the

areas of State responsibility. It is clear that for-
mer Premiers of Western Australia and the cur-
rent Premier are very concerned at the erosion
of the State's powers by the Commonwealth
under section 5 1, placitumn (xxix) of the Consti-
tution which deals with external affairs.

It is incumbent on the present Premier, if he
has called for the powers of the Commonwealth
in respect of the State to be defined, to indicate
to this House the results of the study
undertaken or the opinions he has received. I
do not know whether he has sought an opinion,
but his statement is now nearly eight months
old and one would hope he would be in a
position to respond during the debate on this
amendment. If the Premier cannot respond, I
am sure that the next speaker, whom I under-
stand will be the Deputy Premier, will be in a
position to respond in respect of our Premier's
early statement in that area.

In supporting the amendment which refers to
the erosion of the State's powers in favour of
the Commonwealth, I want to refer also to the
Bill of Rights which is a classic example of how
the Commonwealth, by way of an external
treaty, is to try to usurp the power of the States.
Over the last few months there has been a
tremendous amount of discussion and contro-
versy over this Bill. I understand that the Fed-
eral Government is very concerned about the
discussions which are occurring across
Australia and it has deferred further debate on
this Bill in the Senate in order to ascertain
where it will take us. There are some people
who support the Bill of Rights and their argu-
ments are readily available. However, there are
many people who disagree with the
propositions contained in the Bill and without
question these people are in the majority, not
only in Western Australia but also throughout
this country.

It has been argued that the Hill of Rights will
not strengthen the rights of the citizen, but in-
stead will positively cause new powers to be
given to the Federal Government and will dim-
inish the individual's rights.

The Leader of the Federal Opposition has
given a commitment in respect of the Bill of
Rights and that is to repeal it if it is passed by
the Senate and the current Labor Government.

In an address by 1. K. Bowen which was
given to the Australian Family Association in
Tasmania early last year he pointed out the
various implications he saw in respect of the
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current Bill of Rights before the Senate. On
page one of the address he stated-

The Bill diverts our rights and freedoms
from their traditional sources of protec-
lion, and reposes the interpretation and
enforcement of our rights and freedoms, in
the first instance, in a Federal biureaucracy.

I am sure that you, Mr Speaker, have studied
the proposal that is before the Senate and know
that it is very clear that it is intended in that
Bill to pass to the Human Rights Commission
certain powers that are currently determined by
the courts of our land. We shall see a shift in
judicial power from a recognisable authority in
the courts across to an unelected body of
people; that is, the Human Rights Commission.
I do not have some of the recent revelations of
the Human Rights Commission but there is no
question that many people are very concerned
about the way in which that commission is
working and the pronouncements it has made.
It would be easy for the Government to claim
that the Human Rights Commission was the
brainchild and baby of the Fraser Government
and they would be correct to do so. However,
fair-thinking people would be prepared to ac-
cept that the manner in which the Human
Rights Commission is acting in recent years
requires a change to be made. The current Lib-
eral Opposition in Canberra has, in fact, stated
that it intends to disband that commission
when it is returned to office.

With those concluding remarks I say that we
as Western Australians who require our State
rights to be adequately protected are relying
and calling on the current State Government to
make it perfectly clear to Canberra that we do
not want the Commonwealth to tamper further
with the Constitution to allow it to erode the
rights the State currently has. In responding to
this amendment I hope the Premier will be able
to tell us how he fared at the recent Premiers'
Conference at which he said he would discuss
the controversial area of external affairs. I re-
mind the Premier that the quotation to which I
referred was in The West Australian on 6
August 1985-

I am sure all Western Australians will be very
keen to know where our State Premier stands
in respect of State rights and particularly in
respect of the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Slorest.

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [7.33
p.m.J: Rather than hearing from God himself,
the member for Mt Lawley will have to make
do with the Holy Ghost.

1 say quite seriously that we are not surprised
that at this moment in the State's history the
Liberal Party would come into this Chamber
with an amendment such as this expressing its
concern about some potential threat from
outside the boundaries of Western Australia to
interfere with what has been the monkey busi-
ness over the years today described as electoral
laws.

I thought there had been a significant shift in
the perception and understanding of what the
people outside the Parliament think of poli-
ticians who have used the pen in their hands to
play with lines on a map to suit their purposes.
I would have thought that members opposite
had grasped the reality of the situation in 1986
and realised that their days are numbered,
those days being their allegiance to that quaint
old trick started by John Forrest.

When I read this amendment I see a Liberal
Party inside the castle; the moats are full and
the drawbridges are up. They are under siege
because they have maintained a fixed position
on this subject of electoral distortion for miore
than a century. By 1986 not only is the rest of
the world, but also the rest of Australia, coming
to realise that what we do here with our elec-
toral laws and how we do it makes Western
Australia a glaring embarrassment. I find it as-
tonishing that the member for Slorest would in
this debate seek to convey a message to His
Excellency the Governor expressing his con-
cern that from inside the castle where he sits
besieged, there appear on the horizon hoards of
people who disagree, and who are about to do
something if action is not taken with regard to
the position adopted by the Liberal Party for a
century. Something has to happen from inside
or the external affairs power of the Common-
wealth will force it upon us.

Mr Stephens: Do you really believe what you
say?

Mr BRYCE: Yes, of course. The members
should see what is likely to happen to the Lib-
eral Party and those who bring our State into
disrepute. People all over Australia who take a
serious interest in politics thought that Joh
Bjelke-Petersen in Queensland was the greatest
rorter of the electoral system since time began
and most of them have now discovered that it
is not old Job but old John.

Mr MacKinnon: He only perfected the
system which the Labor Party in Queensland
initiated.
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Mr BRYCE: I do not intend to tell members
opposite that no members of the Labor Party
when in Government have attempted to play
the same party tricks as other politicians.

The situation goes right back to old JohnForrest. I must remind members opposite that
John Forrest developed this monkey business
into an ant form by playing with lines to suit his
purpose in this State a century ago. It is extra-
ordinary to note that he was the member for
Bunbury in 1890 and he represented 189
people in this place. By the time he had fin-
ished his career in State politics he represented
576 people in this place. From a House with a
membership of 30, 19 stood behind him and
they called themselves the Ministerialists. The
number of electors represented by those 19
members did not equal the number represented
by the members for Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
John Forrest had a tough enough hide to say
that he could never give those dangerous
people from Kalgoorlie a fair dinkum say in the
affairs of this State because, after all, those
plains were alive with radicalism.

Mr MacKinnon: When did he say that?

Mr BRYCE: In 1897.

Mr MacKinnon: There is only one honest
member on that side and he is the member for
Morley-Swan. He got out when he saw what
was going on.

Mr BRYCE: For nearly 90 years members
opposite have inherited the responsibility of
dealing with, manipulating and perfecting elec-
toral malapportionment. It really is quite as-
tonishing that as late in the day as 1986 the
member for Floreat would move an amend-
menit to His Excellency's address giving the
reasons for the opening of Parliament, drawing
attention to the probability that if this State
does not get its act in order, if we do not wake
up and realise that during 1986 or 1987 we
must be fair dinkurn about the democratic sys-
tem of electing representatives to this Parlia-
ment, somebody else is likely to do it for us.

Our last chance is likely to be 1986-87, be-
cause there happen to be two things which are
causing the member for Floreat and his col-
leagues oposite a sense of anxiety. On the other
hand there is the Macklin Bill proposed by that
Democrat senator which has been referred to a
Select Committee of the national Parliament.
This committee has moved around the nation
to listen to the views of people concerning the
question of electoral laws.

Remember that Senator Mackin, in his Bill,
proposes that there should be an amendment to
the national Constitution which guaranteed a;;
Australians, no matter in which pant of
Australia they lived-a country town, a rural
city or the, metropolitan area-no matter how
they derived their livelihood, an equal say i.'_the election of the Government of their State or
of the nation.

That is one of the two spectres which loom
large in the national Parliament and about
which the member for Floreat is rather con-
cerned. The other, of course, is the Bill of
Rights. flat is a different approach to precisely
the same question. This time, of course, the Bill
of Rights is being sponsored by the national
Government. I know that there has probably
been no other piece of legislation, apart from
land rights in Western Australia, which has
been as distorted and wilfully misrepresented
by very identifiable and interesting groups.

Mr Rushton: Do you support it?
Mr BRYCE: Yes, I do support the Bill of

Rights.
Mr Rushton: Taking away the rights of indi-

viduals?
Mr BRYCE: Listen to them! They find it

most uncomfortable that certain fundamental
rights should be guaranteed to people.

Mr Court: You can be taken before this com-
mission without representation.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRYCE: I do not believe that is how it

will work.
Mr Stephens: The question is not whether it

will work that way, but does it have the power
to work that way? If you give them the power it
will be abused.

Mr BRYCE: I have been in this Parliament
long enough to know that if one makes up one's
mind for any particular set of reasons to read
into a legislative proposal something which is
not there, one can read it in. One can try to
make an argument stick, and have a lot of fun
doing it. Members opposite are doing that right
now with the Bill or Rights.

Mr Court: Federal Labor members in the
Cabinet do not like the Bill of Rights.

Mr BRYCE: I would like to know how the
member for Nedlands has been taken into the
confidence of members of the Federal Cabinet.

Mr Court: It is in the newspapers.
Mr Williams: Because they talk to our people

in Canberra and our people tell us.
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Mr BRYCE: It may be that as a result of the
legislative process that some reasonable im-
provements may be made to it. I anm not
suggesting that the Bill is beyond reproach. The
principle is a very valuable one, and it makes
me think, when I see the member for Floreat
running scared of electoral reform-

Mr MacKinnon: Rubbish.
Mr BRYCE: He is using as his crutch this

Bill of Rights. he did not nominate the Mackin
Bill, as far as I was able to understand his con-
tribution.

Two things are happening at a national level.
Frankly I say to all members in this Chamber
that we have become delinquent in respect of a
fair and reasonable system of representation in
State Parliament.

Mr Crane interjected.
Mr BRYCE: Whether the member for Moore

likes it or not, he must shoulder his share of
responsibility for the actions of Sir Charles
Court and his colleagues during the I1970s and
the 1 980s when they decided not only to per-
petuate this rcat but also to wilfully distort the
electoral boundaries of this State. Take bound-
aries in areas such as Kimberley, and that line
which divided the town of Armadale and the
line which put Rockingham in the city and
Kalamunda and Darling Range outside. That
was supported by the member for Moore when
he supported the Government of the day.

Mr Court: You want most of the seats; that is
why you want to change the system, that is why
the Minister resigned.

Mr BRYCE: We will give this courageous
member for Nedlands an oportunity to demon-
strate whether he will support reform which his
dear old dad could never quite face up to. His
father remained in office, and his colleagues
before him, as a result of the jiggery-pokery of
drawing lines on a map to distort the will of the
people.

Mr Court: He remained in Government be-
cause you were in Opposition. The longer you
were in Opposition the longer he stayed in
Government.

Mr BRYCE: Is that not fascinating! The
truth is that prior to Sir Charles Court it was
that wonderful folk hero Sir David Brand who
brought the previous-

Mr Court: John Forrest.
Mr BRYCE: Forrest was a little before

him-although not in thinking. Both Sir David
Brand and Sir Charles Court were there with
Sir John Forrest, shoulder to shoulder in their

thinking. That is one of the problems with
Western Australia's reputation on this subject
right now.

Mr Mensaros interjected.
Mr BRYCE: The member does not know

what he is talking about. I have read those
debates very carefully and the Labor Panty did
not support the drawing of the lines on the map
which actually enshrined and institutionalised.
malapportionment. How many Bills were
there?

Mr Mensaros: Two and one.
Mr BRYCE: All those Bills were supported

by the Labor Party? The member should check
his history and he will find that is the case.

I want to emphasise that the Government
rejects this amendment to the Address-in-Re-
ply, and we find it rather fascinating. It bears
an amazing similarity to the motion which the
member for Floreat has already put on the No-
tice Paper. It occurs to those of us who have
read the Notice Paper that the member for
Floreat has grown a little impatient. He thinks
his motion may take a considerable number of
weeks before coming up for debate so he has
jumped in tonight to move this amendment,
and it gives him the opportunity to debate this
issue at this time. I suspect when we eventually
get to that stage of the Notice Paper which
deals with the member's motion we will
probably find ourselves having to throw it out.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask that the clock
be stopped. Is the Deputy Premier suggesting
that this is a matter already covered by a mo-
tion somewhere on the Notice Paper?

Mr BRYCE: This amendment bears very
strong resemblance indeed to the substance of a
motion on the Notice Paper to be moved by the
member for Floreat. I would bet London to a
brick on that when that motion is brought on
for debate the views expressed by members on
either side will be virtually identical to the
views expressed so far on this amendment.

The SPEAKER: We will start the clock again.
I think the substance of the amendment is
sufficiently removed from the substance of the
Notice of Motion for us to continue.

Mr BRYCE: I will happily resume my seat by
once again reminding members opposite that
the Government rejects this amendment. It
really is not only frivolous in its content but
also very revealing about the state of mind of
members opposite on the whole question of
electoral laws.

Mr Mensaros: Commonwealth interference.
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Mr BRYCE: It may well be interference, but
that interference will eventuate only if we in
this Parliament decide to thumb our nose at
the opinions of the people of this State. The
people will ultimately reach the position where
they will question the validity of the laws we
pass if the fundamental law that determines the
way we elect members to this Parliament is so
outrageous as to be simply beyond the pale. If
the system that sets up this place is beyond the
pale in that sense-

Mr Court: Do you support the way the Sen-
ate is set up?

Mr BRYCE: No, I have serious reservations
about it.

Mr Spriggs: Do you support the League of
Nations?

Mr BRYCE: The member might be
interested to learn that the League of Nations
ceased to exist some time ago. I like most
people lost interest in it around the outbreak of
World War 11.

Mr Speaker, you will be delighted to know
that without any reservation I oppose this
amendment. We call on not only members on
this side but also all the logical thinking and
good members with lots of commonsense on
the other side to join us in rejecting the amend-
ment moved by the member for Floreat.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) (7.53 p.m.]: As
one of the logical thinking members on this
side of the House I categorically support the
amendment moved by the member for Floreat.

I am not surprised by the Government's
stand on this amendment, because we all know
that the Labor Party supports a centralised
form of Government.

There is no greater threat to federation than
the concentration of powers in Canberra. If we
are not very careful, we will continue to see the
erosion of our powers, occurring not by the will
of the people as expressed in referendums but
by the oblique use of the Constitution and
some High Court interpretations of the Consti-
tution. These interpretations by the High Court
are very rarely unanimous, indicating doubt in
the minds of the learned gentlemen who have
the task of interpreting our Constitution.

Supporters of the National Party are very
conscious of the erosion of the power that has
been taking place. This erosion of power might
not be so serious if there was an even spread of
population within Australia, but we all know
that the population is anything but evenly
distributed. Western Australia, representing

one-third of the land mass of Australia, has
only about eight per cent of the population.

The concentration of power in the Common-
wealth Parliament is in the Sydney-Melbourne
axis, and members would know that in the
game of politics, might is right and argument
rarely wins. So the numbers come from that
Sydney-Melbourne axis. The result is an in-
creasing tendency for us to be governed by
Canberra in the interests of that axis.

All this might even be tolerable if the Senate
were to act in the manner envisaged when the
Constitution was formulated; that is, as a
States' House, protecting the rights and
interests of the various States. But that has not
happened.

The power of party politics has destroyed
any semblance of the Senate's operating as a
States' House to balance the concentration of
numbers occurring in the House of Representa-
tives.

For that very reason I have never heard any-
one argue that the one-vote-one-value principle
should apply to the Senate. I have heard criti-
cisms of the Senate's actions, but I have never
heard, not from a Labor member or a socialist
in this country, a criticism of the fact that all
the States have equal representation in the Sen-
ate. That is one way in which the States were
theoretically given protection, but that has not
been the way things have occurred.

The powers in the Federal Constitution have
been delineated and any power not so
delineated is a State power and rests with the
States.

The Federal Constitution contains no refer-
ence to conservation or environmental matters,
but the Federal Government has worked its
way into this area by the oblique use of the
Constitution's powers. Those powers in the
Constitution were put there to protect the
country's resources. If one State had a resource
which became valuable, the State could not ex-
port it until the requirements of all the other
States in the Federation had been met.

Basically, that was the reason for the licens-
ins powers. But the Federal Government has
used them very obliquely to become involved
in conservation and environmental matters.

We have a very reasonable and effective de-
partment administering conservation and en-
vironmental matters. I know this to be so be-
cause of the time I was a Minister-even if I
was a Minister for only a short time. But I
recall that we were constantly being overridden
and being interfered with by Canberra. This
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was so even though Canberra had no right to
interfere under the Constitution. Nevertheless
it did interfere by the oblique use of the licens-
ing powers.

Mr Parker: You were overridden and
interfered with by Sir Charles Court. That was
why you stopped being a Minister.

Mr STEPHENS: I was not overridden by Sir
Charles Court. I resigned because I would not
be overridden.

Mr Parker: Who was worse: Canberra or Sir
Charles Court?

Mr STEPHENS: Canberra.

The Commonwealth also uses its external af-
fairs powers, something it is trying to do with
the Bill of Rights.

Mr Brian Burke: It sounds to me like you
want to be loved by the Liberals.

Mr STEPHENS: No, I want to truly rep-
resent the people of my constituency, and I am
echoing the sentiments of the majority of those
people. That has always been my aim in this
Parliament. I will not be sidetracked by the
Premier.

In relation to the external affairs powers, it is
quite understandable that the Constitution
should lay down that the Federal Government
is the only body which can enter into treaties
and arrangements with foreign powers. It
would be ridiculous for each of the States to
have that power, so to that extent we can go
along with it. Notwithstanding that the Federal
Government has the power, I believe a correct
interpretation of the Constitution would be
that in those areas which are clearly the re-
sponsibility of the States no treaties or arrange-
ments should be entered into without the con-
currence of the States.

If that had been followed the situation would
have been akin to the colonial days. If one
looks at page 633 of the Annotated Constitution
of the Australian Commonwealth by Quick and
Garran one sees reference to the fact that the
Imperial Government, in entering treaties with
foreign powers, allowed the colonies which had
control of the powers which were the subject of
the treaties to decide whether they would enter
into those arrangements. That goes back to
1877.

It would have been a quite realistic and
reasonable interpretation of the external
powers of the Constitution for that power to
exist today. If that power had been clearly

identified and recognised we would not be de-
bating the issue now.

The electoral laws are quite clearly within the
province of this Parliament. Members have on
their desks the booklet "Acts and other infor-
mation relating to Parliament". In that they
will find reference to "an Act to confer a Con-
stitution on Western Australia, and to grant a
Civil List to Her Majesty." It was given Royal
Assent and proclaimed on 21 October 1890. It
is divided into seven parts namely parliamen-
tary, electoral, elective council, the Governor,
local government, judicial, legal, financial, and
miscellaneous.

Clearly the electoral laws of the land are
within the province of this State Parliament,
and it would be wrong of us to sit back and
allow those powers to be usurped by the Feder-
al Government. All thinking people who be-
lieve in and want to support the continuation
of a federal system of government must fight
the encroachment on our sovereign powers.

I refer members to the articles of the United
'Nations, and, after all, we are talking about the
UN Convention and the power that the Federal
Government is seeking in its Bill of Rights. The
United Nations' Article I says inter alia-

and in promoting and encouraging re-
spect for human rights and for fundamen-
tal freedoms for all without distinction as
to race, sex, language, or religion;

Article 2 says, among other things-

Nothing contained in the present Char-
ter shall authorize the United Nations to
intervene in matters which are essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction of any
state or shall require the Members to sub-
mit such matters to settlement under the
present Charter;

Even the UN charter recognises that the sover-
eign rights of States should be protected. I
point out that the UN Convention or Bill of
Rights was not signed by the United States or
the United Kingdom, but it was signed by the
Soviet Union.

The Federal Government wants to use this
power to usurp the electoral laws of this State.
It is rather strange that it is not prepared to use
the same power in relation to industrial re-
lations. The Federal Government wants to be
selective in the way it uses its powers.
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Article 20 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights adopted by the United Nations
states-

Everyone has the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and association. No-one
may be compelled to belong to an associ-
ation.

In our conciliation and arbitration system it is
an offence for an employer to dismiss a person
because he or she joins a trade union. That is
fair enough, but it is not an offence to dismiss a
person because he or she chooses not to join a
trade union. That is a one-sided provision, and
the Federal Government which appears to be
so sanctimonious about the Bill of Rights and
usurping the role of the State Government in
respect of electoral laws is happy to allow that
United Nations principle to go unchallenged
and remain not implemented in this country.
The Federal Government is deliberately trying
to undermine the Constitution with the aim of
centralising power.

The division of power is one of the great
protections that we have. If the Federal Labor
Government is successful in undermining the
federal system of government and centralising
power in Canberra, it will be much easier to
socialise this country. That is what we are
facing, and the people of Australia are begin-
ning to realise there are two issues before
them-the Bill of Rights, and the decision of
the Federal Government to support a three per
cent union-controlled superannuation fund.
Those two matters will do more to subvert the
Constitution than any other threat since feder-
ation.

If people want this country socialised and
they agree to that at a referendum, we are pre-
pared to accept it whether we like it or not; but
we should not allow it to happen by stealth.
That will be the case if either of those two
provisions comes into being. For that reason I
am happy to support this amendment, as does
the National Party.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [8.14 p.m.]: I also sup-
port the amendment moved by the member for
loreat. Very few amendments debated in this

House in the decade I have been here have had
the importance of this one and the
consequences which the member for Floreat
has indicated will beset the people: of this State
and of Australia.

This amendment calls on the State Govern-
ment to stand and preserve the sovereign rights
of the people of Western Australia. The Com-
monwealth Government on one hand has

drawn up a Bill of Rights and on the other hand
we are aware of its intention to impose its will
on the respective States in relation to electoral
laws. That is the implied threat from Canberra.
More importantly, it is endeavouring to change
by stealth the form of government of Australia
and the three-tiered structure-Federal, State,
and local government.

This will be achieved by supporters of the
Commonwealth Government running back to
the High Court of Australia, from time to time,
and making appeals under the various treaties
and other obscure international agreements to
which the Commonwealth has arced over the
years. The amendment moved by the member
for Eloreat is very clear. The Government
should be defending the sovereign rights of the
people of Western Australia and seeing that
they are protected and preserved.

Mr Bertram: It is not our job. It is the job of
your representative in Canberra.

Mr BLAIKIE: We represent the sovereign
rights of the people of Western Australia. By
weight of numbers and by the political process
in Canberra, it has been ensured that there will
be changes to the Federal scene in its dealings
with the State. This amendment requests the
State Government to stand and defend the sov-
ereign rights of the people of Western Australia
and to carry out its obligation to ensure that
they are preserved and protected. There have
been a number of cases considered by the High
Court of natural importance which have cer-
tainly changed the face of States' rights
throughout Australia. The first of two cases
about which I wish to speak tonight relates to
Koowarta's case in Queensland. A person by
the name of Koowarta and other members of
the Winychanam group of Aborigines at
Aurukun requested the Aboriginal land fund
commission to acquire for them land for graz-
ing purposes. The request was refused. The
Queensland Minister for Lands at that time, in
refusing the request, said that the Queensland
Government did not view favourably proposals
to acquire large areas of additional freehold or
leasehold land for development by an
Aborigine or Aboriginal groups in isolation.

The case was taken to the High Court.
Koowarta sought an injunction against and
damages from the Queensland Premier, Mr
Bjelke-Petersen as he was then, and from the
Queensland Minister for Lands, claiming loss
of dignity, humiliation, and injury to feelings
by reason of the defendants' act, being an act
unlawful under sections 9 and 12 of the Racial
Discrimination Act.
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Notwithstanding the sovereign rights of the
State of Queensland, the High Court made its
determination on a 4:3 basis and imposed its
decision on the sovereign State of Queensland.
The situation meant that one person, the ma-
jority in this case, had the right to determine
what would or would not be right, good, or
proper and whether the law would or would not
be valid in that State or in any State.

Mr Bertram: What is wrong with that?
Mr BLAIKIE: I disagree with it entirely.
Mr Bertram: Your people set up the High

Court.
Mr BLAIKIE: I will explain why I disagree

with the decision. In my view-it is my
judgment-this High Court decision going
against the States is a weakness in the consti-
tution of the High Court. When it deals with
matters of State sovereignty, those matters of
wide consequence should not be decided on a
simple one-vote majority. The most well-
known instance of that is the decision in the
Tasmanian dam case. In that case, history will
record that the Tasmanian Government acted
within the laws and the Constitution of
Tasmania.

Mr Bertram: Who said that?
Mr BLAIKIE: l am saying it.
Mr Bertram: It is not true. You can say it,

but it is not true.
Mr BLAIKIE: That might be yourjudgment.
Mr Bertram: It is the High Court's judgment.
Mr BLAIKIE: That is the High Court's de-

cision.
Mr Bertram: It is the law.
Mr BLAIKIE: Allow me to go on. Two elec-

tions were held in Tasmania. A Labor Govern-
ment supported the damming of the Franklin
River and it lost government. The Liberal
Government won the next election and through
the process of inquiry after inquiry made the
decision to proceed with the Franklin dam
project. Prior to the election of the Hawke
Government, the Labor Party made a commit-
ment to ensure that the Tasmanian dam project
would not proceed. On its being elected, it
finally appealed to the High Court of Australia
and in a 4:3 majority decision the court found
against the sovereign State of Tasmania and
the Tasmanian people who had voted in two
elections on the issue and who elected those
Governments to carry out their decision to pro-
ceed with the construction of the dam. The
High Court determined that the Tasmanian
people were wrong.

Mr Bertram: It had no option, did it?
Mr BLAIKIE: It had all the options in the

world. I disagree strongly with the decision
made by the High Court.

I believe this matter is a very important one.
It is probably the most important subject that
this Parliament will consider, certainly in this
decade. The two decisions that I mentioned
previously took away the sovereign rights of the
States. They took away State rights to make
determinations in respect of who should or
should not have land. A State has the right to
deternine who should or should not operate
businesses. It has the right to determine the
granting of a licence for woodchipping or other
purposes. The member for Balcatta should not
try to tell me that the States do not have rights.

Mr Crane: This State had the right to build a
casino in Western Australia.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Human Rights Com-
mission as proposed in the Bill of Rights, if it
had the opportunity, could overrule a State de-
cision. I would not agree with it if it did. A
number of areas in Federal agreements and
conventions are causing great concern to the
States. At the moment we have anti-discrimi-
nation laws relating to employment and laws
relating to equal pay for women. We have laws
relating to forestry matters-whether trees can
or cannot be felled.

Conventions can be held on matters
humanitarian or of any other nature. The fact
that the Commonwealth has been a signatory
to overseas agreements does not give the High
Court of Australia the power to take away from
the States the sovereign rights they have and
should continue to have.

It was interesting to note the absorbing com-
ments published in the Australian Law Journal
regarding the decisions made relative to the
Koowarta and the Tasmanian dams cases.

Mr Bertram: Who wrote the article?
Mr BLAIKIE: It was an editorial in the

Australian Law Journal. Does the member for
Balcatta contribute to that journal?

I will quote from the September 1986 issue
of the journal-volume 67-which was
headed, "The twilight of State sovereignty". It
reads-

Time and again, in the field of
constitutional law, yesterday's heresy be-
comes today's verity. This could not be
more conclusively demonstrated than by
the High Court's decision on 1st July, 1983
in the Dam Case when by a majority of
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four to three (Mason, Murphy, Brennan
and Deane JJ., with Gibbs C. J., Wilson
and Dawson J. J. dissenting) the Court
ruled in effect, by reliance primarily on the
external affairs power in p1. (xxix) of s. 51
of the Constitution (Cth), that certain
Commonwealth legislation serving to halt
construction in Tasmania of the Gordon
below Franklin dam was valid.

An important observation is made in that
anticle and it is very valid when one considers
the amendment moved by the member for
Floreat because it is part of the projections
which our founding fathers who wrote the Con-
stitution failed to perceive. The article con-
tinues-

The concepts of the implied reserved
powers of the States and of a Federal
"balance" between the central powers of
the Commonwealth and the residual
powers of the States have not only been
banished by the majority Justices, but in-
terred by them.

That is a very telling statement which gives
positive support to the amendment moved by
the member for Floreat. The article con-
tinus-

When the smaller States entered the
Federal compact in the 1 890s, they should
have foreseen that the numbers game is
played judicially as well as politically, and
insisted that any curtailment of
constitutional rights of the States under the
Constitution should be the subject of
unanimous decision, or alternatively-as
in the case of the International Court of
Justice-that particular States be
represented on the High Court by Judges
ad hoc in any proceedings affecting the ex-
tent of their special constitutional powers.

Mr Stephens: I am pleased to hear that be-
cause High Court judges should be appointed
equally from each of the States.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Stirling raises
a valid point. The Australian Law Journal sees
the difficulty in which the Australian States
find themselves with the High Court making
the decisions-considered decisions they may
be, but they are certainly ad hoc in respect of
the sovereignty of the States. I respect the views
of the Australian Law Journal when it states
that future decisions in relation to the State
sovereignty should be by a unanimous decision
by all judges, or alternatively, that the particu-
lar State be represented when cases in which

they are involved go before the High Court. I
believe this is valid. The article continues-

One leading national newspaper claimed
that control over the basic principles of
Australia's system of government had been
taken out of the hands of the people and
delivered to Judges not answerable to any
electorate.

That is the very basis on which the member for
Floreat has moved his amendment tonight. The
State Government needs to ensure that the
non-elected judges should not have the right to
take away the sovereign rights of the State of
Western Australia.

The amendment is not only valid, but it is
also very important.

In addition, I want to quote from the work
An introduction to the State and law and the
Constitution by A. V. Dicey. The section which
I will quote was published in the Australian
Law Journal, volume 60, of March 1986 and it
is very important. What we see in Australia
today are the very first moves by stealth
towards the creation of the republic of
Australia. The conventions and Constitution
have stood us well and we should undergo these
changes. I refer again to the three tiers of
government-Federal, State, and local govern-
ment.

The article to which I will refer concerns the
question of Parliament and its powers and how
it related to the Westminster system. It reads-

The principle of Parliamentary sover-
eignty means neither more nor less than
this, namely, that Parliament thus defined
has, under the English constitution, the
right to make or unmake any law what-
ever, and, further, that no person or body
is recognised by the law of England as
having a right to override or set aside the
legislation of Parliament.

We have rown up under the Westminster
system and this Federal Labor Government is
trying to change the Australian flag and do
away with its acknowledgement of the Queen.
It also wants to do away with its acknowledg-
ment of the Westminster system of Parliament.
When one reads what Dicey bad to say it is
easy to understand the Government's reason-
ing.

The amendment moved by the member for
Floreat is based on substantive rounds and all
members of this Parliament have a responsi-
bility to protect the sovereign rights of the
people of Western Australia whom they rep-
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resent, I call on them to support the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Crane
Mr House
Mr Laurance
Mr Lightlfoot
Mr Mac~innon

Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
MrfBryce
Mr Bnian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Tom Jones
Dr Lawrence

Ayes
Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mr Clarko
Mr Lewis
Mr Spriggs

Ayes 20
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nalder
Mr Rushton
Mr Schell
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Noes 24
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parker
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Mrs Beggs
Mr Carr
Mr Hodge
Mr Tonkin
Mr Pearce

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR TERRIY DURKE (Perth) [8.31 p.m.]: Mr

Speaker-
Opposition members: Maiden speech!
[Applause.)
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very

much members for your recognition of the tal-
ented member for Perth!

Mr MacKinnon: The election was last
February, not next February.

Mr TERRY BURKE: I would point out that
I am not the father of the House; that is the
member for South Perth, although I shall share
with some of my colleagues that role in the near
future.

I would like to place on record my congratu-
lations to the Speaker of this House on his
appointment, and on your appointment, Mr
Deputy Speaker, to those respected positions.
Mr Speaker has been a friend of mine since his
election in 1971. 1 think his is a worthy choice
of this Parliament.

An Opposition member: It was 1974.
Mr TERRY BURKE: I am trying to give him

an extra three years for his superannuation.
I add my congratulations and welcome to

those new members on both sides of the House
who were elected at the last election. As mem-
bers are aware, I have seen many come and go
since my first election in 1968, and many more
since my first introduction to politics with the
election of my late father in 1943. 1 have made
man9 friends over the years.

Reference was made yesterday to the death
of the late Bert Hawke, He was my mentor
prior to my election to Parliament, and in the
years immediately subsequent to my election. I
owe him much, and 1 recognise him as a great
Australian. Together with my father he played
a role in my election, and also in my introduc-
tion to Parliament in those early years.

Although Clive Hughes was here for only a
short time, it was recognised in the obituaries
paid to him yesterday that he impressed all as a
concerned human being. In fact the election of
Monty House and the demise of Clive Hughes
reminded me of the late Ted House, who
passed away not long after my election. Like
Cive, he was able, through strength of charac-
ter, push his terrible affliction aside and serve
the best interests of those who elected him and
the people of Western Australia up to the time
of his death.

The election of Cam Nalder reminded me of
the very first social function my wife and I
attended after my election to Parliament. My
wife, who was new to public life, was quite
timid. The late Mrs Nalder took her under her
wing and made our introduction, particularly
my wife's introduction to public life, so much
easier.

In my years in politics I have learnt a few
lessons and I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of offering some to this House. One of
the time when the Bard was correct was when
he referred to the brevity of authority reposed
in man, the strange way in which man reacts,
and how easily it is taken away by death, the
discontent of one's peers, or by the electorate.

Another is the fact that consensus is a much
more sensible approach than confrontation.
The right to disagree must be protected, and
disagreement for its own sake rejected.

Finally, but most importantly, there is no
room in what should be an example of civilis-
ation in this community for personal attacks on
each other or the integrity of any person, par-
ticularly those outside this House who do not
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have the right or the opportunity to defend
themselves. By all means use the debating skills
at our disposal to tear down the arguments of
the other side, but make a determined effort
not to attack personalities. We will all then
contribute to a better and more produtive rep-
resentation of the people of Western Australia,
which is the real reason we are here.

I would like to use my few minutes this even-
ing to comment on two or three issues. I am
particularly pleased with the progress of the
East Perth project. As most members will be
aware, in late 1983 the then Minister for Plan-
ning asked me to chair the East Perth com-
mittee, which was a community-based com-
mittee comprising three members of the local
authority and three members of the com-
munity. It set about the planning of what will
be the largest urban renewal project in
Australian history. It has been an interesting
and challenging project which will see a new
suburb established east of the railway line be-
tween the old power station and the Royal
Perth Hospital. It will rejuvenate an area which
all members will agree has been badly rn
down for far too long. It was one of the original
settlements in Western Australia. It will lead to
river foreshore upgrading and the development
of a parland environment a short distance
from the central business district which will
provide a delightful new suburb for about
2 000 people.

Power House Pier will provide a new water-
front recreational focus and help spread in-
creasing demands on the Swan further up the
river. Rejuvenation of land and property in the
freeway reserve, which is the area generally be-
tween Aberdeen Street and Newcastle Street,
largely owned by the Government of Western
Australia, will provide a much improved resi-
dential and commercial environment, and will
I am sure help to catalyse the further improve-
ment of the Northbridge area, enabling it to
achieve its full potential as a restaurant, rec-
reational and educational area.

Although the total development is pro-
rammed over 15 years, parts of the proposal
which will shortly be considered by Govern-
ment are capable of implementation in the
short term and at very reasonable cost.

I am proud to have been associated with this
project, which will give Perth a new eastern
gateway and a much more impressive gateway
into the city from the northern suburbs. On
behalf of all my fellow Western Australians I
place on record my thanks to members of the
committee. As I indicated, it is a community-

based committee, and comprises Ken Barrett, a
Perth architect, councillor Rod Evans, council-
lor Chas Hopkins, Sam Manera, an antique
dealer in Northbridge, the Lord Mayor, Mick
Michael and Brenda Robbins, the Executive
Director of Landbank.

I would like also to thank the executive
officer of the committee, Verity Allen, and the
project leaders, Tony Shrapnell and Anne
Dunlop.

I also place on record my thanks and that of
the committee for the work of the consultants.
We used the best and most experienced con-
sultants in Australia-those with good track
records-and they did a great job. I thank also
the many citizens' who commented on and
made submissions to the committee and as-
sisted us in our deliberations.

I believe all members received a letter ex-
pressing concern about the proliferation of
charitable organisations, which is a matter of
concern, and although we must be careful not
to inhibit well-meaning people in their efforts
to assist those less well off, unnecessary dupli-
cation can be wasteful. There is a need for co-
ordination where duplication has been estab-
lished as well as for some guidance to avoid it.

For a few years I, along with other members
of Parliament, have been involved with the or-
ganisauion known as the League of Home Help
and Meals on Wheels. It has come to the notice
of this organisation recently that, because of
the way Government funding is tied, some lo-
cal authorities are establishing or proposing ex-
pensive kitchen facilities and meals on wheels
organisations simply for the purpose of
attracting funds. I am firmly of the opinion
that there is some need for rationalisation in
this area. At the same time we must never in-
hibit the need for all those capable and
interested to be involved in social and chari-
table work.

I am convinced that loneliness is probably
the most chronic, widespread, and debilitating
social problem in our community. It is suffered
by the old and infirm, by migrants, and even by
the young. It is a problem which gives us all an
opportunity to do good by improving the lives
of those less well off and, as a result, promote a
happier and healthier society. It is a reflection
on every member of this House, on our famil-
ies, and on those organisations with which we
are involved if there is one lonely person in our
community. Therefore I implore each member
here to do what he or she can to ensure that
loneliness is wiped out of our community.
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Mnother subject about which I am concerned
is road trauma and, in particular, the high inci-
dence of the involvement of young people. I
have two teenage sons, so this matter concerns
me greatly. Alcohol is certainly a factor, but it
need not be. In most European countries the
young are introduced to alcohol at a very early
age and people learn how to handle it.

Mr Watt: That is a myth,
Mr TERRY BURKE: No, it is not. In

southern European countries like Spain, Italy,
Portugal, and France alcohol is not a peat
problem. However, in some of the northern
European countries, such as Germany and
Russia, it is.

Mr Watt: It is a serious problem in France.
Mr TERRY BURKE: No, it is not.
Mr Crane: They put alcohol on the children's

dummies.
Mr TERRY BURKE: Children are taught

from an early age how to handle alcohol.
Drunkenness and associated illnesses, particu-
larly road trauma associated with alcohol, are
not nearly as serious a problem in those
countries as it is in countries like Australia.

Mr Williams: Yes, but the alcohol content is
not as high there as it is here.

Mr TERRY BURKE: I am not certain about
that. I think the member will find the alcohol
content of some wines is a lot higher in those
countries.

The problem in Australia is that young
people are learning to drive at the same time as
they are learning to drink. At 16 years and nine
months of age one can obtain a learner's per-
mit. At 17 years of age one can obtain a driver's
licence. One carries a "P" plate for a year and
during that period'one is not allowed to drink
and drive. I think it was the previous Govern-
ment that introduced legislation to effect that
and it was an excellent provision which had my
full support. I am sure that it resulted in many
becoming better drivens and that it was effec-
tive in reducing the road trauma and saving
lives. However, in my opinion, it certainly is
not enough.

The requirement for provisional licences
should be extended for a year so that it carries
through that vital eighteenth year when young
people have the right to drink and are learning
to do so. We need to separate the period during
which young people are learning to control a
motor vehicle, particularly in heavy traffic,
from the period during which they have a legal
right of access to alcohol.

Mr Watt: Do you think the use of "P" plates
should be extended for another year?

Mr TERRY BURKE: I do. "P" plates should
be carried for two years.

Mr Watt: If these drivers remain on "P"
plates they cannot travel over 80 kilometers an
hour and they must learn to drive at high
speeds.

Mr TERRY BURKE: The best way to ad-
minister the situation is simply to extend the
provisional licence for an extra year, regardless
of the age at which a person obtains the licence,
because I do not think it is a great problem to
keep one's driving speed under 80 kilometres
an hour, particularly in view of the fact that the
speed limit in the metropolitan area is 60 kilo-
metres, and on freeways it is 80 kilometres an
hour.

It is a fact that a lot of road trauma occurs in
country areas and it certainly would not do a
lot of harm if, during that learning period,
drivers were limited to driving at 80 kilometres
an hour, even if it took them a little longer to
get where they wanted to go.

Mr Crane: Do you plan to carry out any
study on this, because it makes a lot of sense?

Mr TERRY BURKE: I have discussed it
with the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and he is giving it consideration. A lot
of other matters directed to overcoming the
very serious road trauma are being considered
also. My suggestion would have a real impact
on the road trauma without affecting social life.

It must be borne in mind that this too is a
period during which people can learn to select
from their groups one person-I believe he is
called the "captain"-who must remain sober.
In that way perhaps we can entrench in society,
through young people, the idea that this is an
acceptable social practice thus ensuring that
drinking and driving become socially unaccept-
able.

I am concerned also that it is the young, new
drivers who are driving the most powerful ve-
hicles and motor cycles. This is a very difficult
problem with which to deal, but urgent inquiry
is needed to find ways to ensure that young
people and powerful motor cars and motor
cycles are separated at least until after the
period of probation is served.

I have a suggestion to make in respect of
motor vehicles which I believe will help to re-
duce the number of unroadworthy vehicles. As
members are aware, licensed motor vehicle
dealers selling vehicles over a certain value are
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required to provide a warranty which has been
accepted by the community as a sensible, ac-
ceptable, and reasonable requirement. How-
ever, no sort of proof of roadworthiness is
required of vehicles of a value below that set
figure or of vehicles said privately.

It seems to me it would be easy to legislate to
require all transfers of motor vehicles to pro-
vide either a warranty Or a certificate of
roadworthiness which could be issued by a
registered motor mechanic. That would add
slightly to the cost of the vehicle at the point of
sale, but it would help to ensure that the vehicle
was roadworthy which, of course, is an advan-
tage to the purchaser not only in terms of the
warranty that is given by that certificate, but
also because of the fact that he would have
recourse to law by reference to that certificate if
anything should go wrong. It would cost the
State nothing and it would help to make our
roads safer-That is one of the most important
problems facing us in Western Australia and,
indeed, in Australia,

I recommend these proposals to the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services and hope
that serious consideration is given to them.

Mr Watt: Lack of training for drivers of
boats is also a problemn.

Mr TERRY BURKE: I have made sugges-
tions to the Government over a couple of years
now that there is a need far some form of
licensing in this area. I received a note the
other day indicating that consideration is being
given to this matter because without doubt
there is also danger in that area.

I want also to record my appreciation to
members of the Sister State committee and to
those involved in successful functions for visi-
tors, particularly Governor Sakai of the Hyogo
Prefecture and other exchanges between West-
ern Australia and Japan. Overtures have been
made by many countries over the last four
years for the establishment of Sister State re-
lationships, but it is an expensive exercise and
care must be taken to ensure that our best
interests are served before any relationships are
formalised. Ties between Western Australia
and China are particularly strong and are very
important to Western Australia from the point
of view of trade and commerce and also in
view of the fact that we are dealing with
potential markets which comprise a quarter of
the world's population. We have received over-
tures from nine of the 29 provinces of China
seeking the establishment of Sister State re-
lationships with Western Australia. It is hoped

that some arrangement will be formalised be-
fore the end of this year.

The Sister State committee, which was orig-
inally established by Sir Charles Court when
Western Australia entered a Sister State re-
lationship with the Hyogo Prefecture exactly
five years ago, has changed little in its compo-
sition. The committee still comprises those
people appointed by Sir Charles Court five
years ago and we have added one or two more.
We have received many approaches from
people who want to be on the committee but
have decided it is best to keep its membership
at the present level. It is a particularly active
and interesting group and one with which I
have had great pleasure in serving. It is
probably the only committee operating under
the auspices of the Government which com-
prises two representatives from the Opposition
and only one from the Government. This
Government added an Opposition representa-
tive about two years ago, and with the election
to the Upper House of Max Evans who pre-
viously represented the Confederation of West-
ern Australian Industry, the committee now
has two Opposition members and one Govern-
ment member. However, as it is a non-partisan
group I feel we might have to give consider-
ation to asking Max 1o resign with a view to
including a National Party member!

In conclusion, I thank my colleagues for en-
abling me to continue to serve as Parliam en-
tary Secretary of the Cabinet. It is an
interesting role and it involves playing an im-
portant part in making government work ef-
ficiently and responsibly. It is difficult to im-
agine how government operated under the old
system where Ministers brought their minutes
along to Cabinet which would generally sit all
day and into the night in an effort to come to
grips with proposals which Cabinet members
had often only just seen for the first time, and
to make correct decisions. It must have been
extremely difficult. I am very pleased to say
that the current Cabinet office and policy sec-
retariat arc operating very well. The office cer-
tainly reduces the risks and facilitates de-
cisions; and it helps to make for good govern-
ment.

This debate is in response to the address by
the Governor on the opening day of Parliament
and I am particularly pleased to lend my sup-
port to it. I add that I had the opportunity last
year to accompany Professor and Mrs Reid on
their tour of the north-west and the Kimberley.
I had met them previously on many occasions,
but I had not spent time with them. I think we
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spent 10 days together on this trip and it was an
excellent opportunity to get to know Professor
and Mrs Reid quite well. There is no question
that they are delightful people and are an excel-
lent choice of Governor and first lady.

Mr Blaikie: Hear, hear! I certainly agree with
that.

Mr TERRY BURKE: The member for
Kimberley would be pleased to know that Mrs
Reid learned to throw the boomerang and she
and Professor Reid involved themselves ac-
tively in all the events that were organised for
them. My point is that it was an excellent oc-
casion for me to get to know them and I take
this opportunity to make that statement be-
cause I believe their selection as Governor and
first lady of this State was well decided.

In those terms I support the motion.
MR TUBBY (Greenough) [9.56 p.m.]: I con-

vey my sincere congratulations to the Speaker
on his being elected to that high office in this
House. In the first week of operation of the
House he has performed in a very confident
and able manner, and I am sure that we will see
great performances from him during the term
he holds that very responsible position.

It is a great pleasure to be back in this House
supported by the electorate of Greenough yet
again and to note the increased support that I
received in the election. My support seems to
be increasing as the years go by; at the last
election the Labor vote in my electorate fell by
three per cent-

Mr Blaikie: How far did it go dawn in the
electorate of Geraldton with another candidate
with the same name as you?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The mem-
ber for Greenough is quite capable of giving his
Address-in-Reply speech without the chummy
assistance of the member for Vasse; thank you.

Mr TUBBY: I appreciate the support of my
colleague, Mr Deputy Speaker, but I know it is
not in keeping with the Standing Orders of the
House. I will comment on his remark later.

I congratulate all new members elected at the
last election and after having listened to their
maiden speeches, I noted that their thoughts
and experiences were greatly diversified; they
all spoke in a very able manner and it was very
interesting to listen and to compare the differ-
ent types of speeches which came from each
side of the House. Speakers on this side of the
House have discussed the econoimy, what
makes this State tick, our interest in the future,
and the creation of wealth for this wonderful

State, wealth which is so urgently needed to
provide all the services that are required. Mem-
bers on the other side of the House discuss how
the wealth which is created will be consumed,
and the different backgrounds of members on
each side of the House is very marked and
noticeable.

I am sorry that the member for Subiaco is
not in her seat because I want to congratulate
her on being elected to this House. The mem-
ber for Subiaco is well-known to me, having
been brought up on the farm next door to me at
a little place called Gutha in the Shire of
Morawa. I have known Dr Carmen Lawrence
since she was a babe in arms. Her father came
to that district in 1948 as a war service land
settlement fanner with two children and Car-
men was born shortly after they arrived in that
district. I began farming two years before the
Lawrence family and we have been very close
friends for many years. I have seen Mr
Lawrence work very hard to bring up his family
and he is very proud of his children and the
excellent education he was able to give them.

It was not gained easily but Ernie Lawrence
was a hard worker. He not only managed a very
big farming enterprise but also he worked hard
himself. He had a very good staff alongside
whom he worked and I know he is proud of
that. It must be very disappointing for him,
after giving his children an education, to find
some of them joined the opposite side of poli-
tics.

Mr Bryce: It was because they had that edu-
cation.

Mr TUBBY: I have already made the remark
that it is just as well that we have not all been
given good educations and live the lifestyle
enjoyed by members on the opposite side of the
Chamber because somebody has to create the
wealth of this State and it is we who have done
that.

'Mr Bryce: We are happy to have educated
thinkers on this side.

Mr TUBBY: I am not ashamed that I
received probably the least education of any
member in this House. I am proud of what I
have achieved with my limited education. I was
brought up during the Depression in the 1 930s.
I had to leave school to do seasonal work at a
very early age. However, I value greatly that
experience. I have had dint under my
fingernails and sheep muck between my toes.

Mr Bryce: Rattle your dags, go on.
Mr TUBBY: I have rattled many dags and

plenty of fly-blown sheep, too.
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The member for Subiaco joins a unique
group of members in this House. In the nearly
11I years that I have been here, eight other
members were either born in Morawa or had
close associations with Morawa. They either
lived pant of their lives there, farmed there, or
were educated there. Not many other districts
can boast about producing so many members
of Parliament. Some of the members from the
area have now left this place. Hon. Cyril
Rushton and Hon. John Harnman both spent a
great deal of time in Morawa. Hon. Ian
Thompson was born in the Morawa District
Hospital and was taken home to a railway
fettler's camp at a place called Pintharuka. Be-
cause of the large number of ants in that area
the member indicated that his bassinet stood in
jam tins filled with oil to keep the ants away.

Hon. Bill Grayden is still farming in Morawa
and Hon, Alan Ridge was born and spent his
childhood in the district. Hon. Clive Griffiths
spent a great deal of his childhood in the dis-
trict. Hon. Jack Heitman was a well-known
senior member of this Parliament. He was an
outstanding person. Hon. Ken Mclver spent a
lot of time there and played sport in the dis-
trict. I am sure the background he gained in
Morawa was valuable to him in this place.

Dr Carmen Lawrence, who spent a great deal
of her early childhood in Morawa with her
large family, has now been elected to this place.
Her family was greatly admired by the Morawa
community. This family set a very high stan-
dard of good citizenship as an example to the
people of the area. They were wonderful citi-
zens. Last but not least, I come from Morawa.

Mr Williams: What about me?

Mr TUBBY: I spent 53 years in that district.
Each one of the people I mentioned is very
proud of the fact that he spent some pant of his
life in Morawa. All these members have said it
was a great experience. I am sure the member
for Subiaco will agree that it is a wonderful
district and a wonderful community. I know
that one member is put out because I did not
mention him but, because he went to Morawa
for a holiday only, he is not worthy of mention.

Seriously, I am pleased to welcome the new
member for Subiaco. I am not pleased to see
her on the opposite side of this House. How-
ever, I am pleased to see that the Labor Party
has at last got somebody on that side who really
knows and understands farming and under-
stands also the hardships being experienced by
the rural community at this time. in 1975 Dr
Lawrence's father was a very wealthy man. As I

said, he was admired for what he achieved.
Unfortunately, he was a fit man and he decided
he would see out another year's farming before
he retired. The year 1976 was one of the most
disastrous years ever experienced in that area
and he went backwards. The next year he
doubled up in an attempt to make up what he
had lost the year before. He wanted to return to
the position he was in 1975. It was not to be.
We have had inclement seasons in that area for
the last 10 years and he ran out of time. He
recently gave it all away and I know that we all
wish him and his wife Midge a happy retire-
ment. She was his great support and a hard
worker. She looked after her very large family
and the staff that were employed on the prop-
erty. Midge was always at her husband's side
and was a very gracious lady indeed.

Government members should be guided by
the contributions made in this place by the
member for Subiaco when the Government
considers the problems of the rural community
and, in particular, the present rural crisis.

I refer to the last election results where, in
the seat of Geraldton, we nearly had number 10
for Morawa. Again, it was a next door neigh-
bour of Dr Carmen Lawrence. We very nearly
made it a threesome from the little district of
Gutha.

Mr Bryce: Does she cook pumpkin scones?
Mr TUBBY: She is a wonderful cook.
Mr Bryce: I bet she is.
Mr Terry Burke: You would have lost your

freedom up there.
Mr TUBBY: She campaigned on fruit cakes'

However, she was nearly number 10, as I said,
and I was disappointed that she did not quite
make it, but she achieved a magnificent result
in the seat of Geraldton with a 13 per cent
swing against the sitting member, the Hon.
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and Minister for Local Government. It cer-
tainly was one of the highlights of the 1986
election.

This result went against all predictions and
proved how out of touch the local member and
political pundits were with the situation in
Geraldton. I could not help smiling when read-
ing the write-up on the Minister for Education
and how he was very proud of the fact that he
kept his finger on the pulse of the trends in
each of the electorates. I will never forget the
shock he showed on the television screen on
election night when the results were flashed up
for Geraldton. He was not the only person who
was amazed. My wife also was. She wondered
what the hell she had done.
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Mr Pearce: She was probably praying that the
absentee votes would go against her.

Mr TUBBY: The result was obtained in a
perfectly clean campaign by an extremely
honest, hard-working candidate for the Liberal
Party who never on any occasion mentioned
her opposition. It was a clear indication of
what can be done without denigrating one's
opponent in any way. Of course, Mrs Tubby
had plenty of local issues of which she took full
advantage. The member for Geraldton was
fully occupied in endeavouring to solve matters
he had overlooked. It became quite a joke, with
our candidate identifying the problems via the
media and the member for Oeraldton panick-
ing to solve them before they became an issue.
The people of Geraldton had never seen so
much action by a member before.

One unfortunate aspect of the campaign I
would like to mention and an indication of how
the Labor Party operates relates to the
standover tactics it employs. During the last
week of the campaign business people in
(ieraldton were so impreseed by the perform-
ance of the Liberal candidate that they decided
to organise a television advertisement in sup-
port. This was done on their own initiative. It
c;ertainly was not without the knowledge of the
Liberal candidate. The business people
informed her that they would organise this
advertisment and she advised them that if they
wished to do it, it would be off their own bat. It
would have nothing to do with her. However,
because of the quality of the advertisement and
the support behind it, there was obviously
panic in the Labor camp.

Mr Pearce: There was a lot of panic in
Geraldton too because that was the
advertisment that suggested that one could not
walk down a Geraldton street without being
raped, was it not?

Mr TUBBY: It did not. The advertisement
resulted in a call from a henchman of the De-
partment of Premier and Cabinet. I do not
know who it was. I must indicate it was a per-
fectly good advertisement and legal in every
way. Channel 11I was told that its licence would
be in jeopardy if it did not remove the adver-
tisement.

Mr Pearce: The Department of Premier and
Cabinet does not stop the renewal of television
licences. It was a scurrilous advertisement-

Mr TUBBY: The Minister is the first person
I have heard say that it was a scurrilous adver-
tisement.

Mr Pearce: No-one is complaining about
your wife. She ran A good campaign and she
almost won it. Good luck to her. Some dreadful
things happened during that campaign, just the
same.

Mr TUBBY: The only dreadful thing that
happened was that the Labor vote went down
13 per cent.

Mr Pearce: As a result of advertisements like
that scurrilous one. Irrespective of its scurrility,
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet
cannot threaten anyone about a licence because
it does not control TV licences.

Mr TUBBY: We know that. It was a threat
used to try to have the advertisement with-
drawn. Naturally, the advertisement was not
removed because of the heavy reliance on the
station for income from advertising. The ad-
vertisement was perfectly legal in every way.
This standover action was certainly not well-
received in Geraldton. As a matter of fact,
Channel IlI's licence is now due for renewal.
The situation is being watched with great
interest because of the enormous pride in our
regional station which is locally owned and
operated. However, in spite of the narrow win
by the Labor Party, because of action taken by
the party in annoying people with phone calls
wanting to know voting patterns and why, and
the performance of the candidate during the
election count, Geraldton has since lost an
enormous amount of respect for its member.
This is being expressed daily by individuals
and a large number identifying themselves as
being Labor supporters, but not in the future. it
is quite alarming.

Mr Bryce: What did the member for
Geraldton do?

Mr TUBBY: Very little.

Mr Bryce: Don't be so lacking in originality.

Mr TUBBY: The panic on election night and
the conceding of defeat when only half the
votes had been counted was a fine example by a
senior Minister, especially a Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. What would happen
if he were in charge and there was a real disas-
ter?

The atmosphere in Geraldton at the moment
is such that if an election were held today there
would be a much larger swing against the Labor
Party.

Mr Pearce: There are not too many people on
your side who would call for an election next
Saturday.
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Mr TUBBY: While not taking part in the
campaign in any way, I predicted the result in
Geraldton and I do not think I am wrong in the
prediction I have just made.

The credit for the moves now being made in
Geraldton has been given to good old Marg
Tubby for making the seat a marginal seat. It
frightened me the other day when someone
came up and said, "Thanks Marg for that
$60 500". I can tell members that I nearly had
heart failure because I knew my account would
not stand it, and nor would my wife's. I said,
"What is going on?" as she did not have my
authority to write a cheque of that magnitude.
They said it was the cheque to make up the
balance on the senior citizens' centre made
available by the Western Australian Govern-
ment. She even got the credit for that too.

The situation in Geraldton is a clear case of
self-destruction by the Labor Party. There is no
doubt that the member has lost confidence in
himself. It is rather sad to say because I have
always got on well with him as a neighbouring
member and I have made it my duty to do so.
We respect one another. We are both working
for a tremendous region-Geraldton and the
mid-west-and I think it is essential that we
respect one another and get on.

Mr MacKinnon: They tell me he is spending
more time in Geraldton.

Mr Pearce: You people should learn to lose
gracefully. This is a petty performance.

Mr TUBBY: I know the truth always hurts.
Mr Pearce: It is not the truth. It is shallow

and petty.
Mr TUBBY: The overall reaction to what

happened was quite incredible. We hear it day
by day, almost hour by hour, about what the
Minister and member for Geraldton is doing.

Mr Laurance: Is it true that the Minister ad-
vertises in the local paper when he is going to
the toilet?

Mr TUBBY. No he does not. Everybody is
waiting for the explosion.

Mr Bryce: That is a first-class demonstration
of the stage reached by the Liberal Party. For
their sake, I hope that the people in the gallery
did not hear that exchange. That really is juv-
enile rubbish.

Mr TUBBY: The Deputy Premier should
look at the Labor Party's results in Gascoyne,
Lower North, Murchison-Eyre, Moore,
Geraldton and Greenough. He cannot be very
proud of the results.

By far the most dominating factor in mny elec-
torate is the rural crisis which is having a dev-
astating effect in the Shires of Perenjori,
Morawa, Mullewa and large portions of the
Three Springs, Mingenew and Northampton
Shires where they rely on the wheat industry as
their main source of income. The rural crisis is
having a lesser effect in shires nearer the coast
because of the farmers' ability to diversify into
other forms of production.

Although rural members on this side of the
House have been warning the Government of
the impending rural crisis and the need to be
prepared for the large number of farmers re-
quiring carry-on assistance, the Government
did not heed those warnings, because it cer-
tainly was not prepared. I realise that the
Government initiated the rural hardship com-
mittee to avoid having to take definite action
in preparing for the inevitable situation that
would arise. When the report of the committee
was tabled in this place, I was one of the first to
congratulate the committee and its chairman,
the member for Kalgoorlie, now the Minister
for Health. I thought the committee did an ex-
cellent job and the comments that were made
during the inquiry were spot-on. The com-
mittee came up with very good
recommendations, but unfortunately its report
has been placed on the shelf to gather dust.

I was very disappointed that the Govern-
ment did not allow the committee to go to
Canberra to present the report to the Prime
Minister and the Minister for Primary Indus-
try. Had the committee done so, the Federal
Government may have acted differently. Had
the Federal Government studied that report,
many different decisions would have been
made in recent months. I realise that the State
Government, to a degree, is aware of the plight
of these industries and that it made funds avail-
able for various schemes, but the frustrations
and delays experienced by applicants has been
unbelievable. I certainly feel very sorry for
these people, who are urgently in need of canry-
on finance and do not know whether they will
be able to continue farming.

One applicant-T. J. and R. J. Sermon of
Morawa, a neighbour of the Lawrence family
on another property-informned me that he
realised early in November that his crop would
be a failure and lodged an application for Rural
Adjustment Finance Corporation carry-on as-
sistance on 13 November 1985. The appli-
cation was approved on 22 January 1986, but
finance was not lodged with the bank until 30
May 1986. 1 inquired as to whether there had
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been any delays on the part of the applicant
and I was told that the assistance was needed so
urgently there were no delays on the pant of
that joint applicant. I think this case has been
brought to the notice of the Minister for
Agriculture. It was certainly brought to the
Premier's notice when he visited Morawa.

Mr Grill: I cannot remember the case. Per-
haps you could give me the details.

Mr TUBBY: The finance was made avail-
able, but only on 30 May. No problems had
been identified with respect to the application.

Mr Grill: Have you referred this matter to
me before?

Mr TUBBY: No, I have not. I knew about
the case, but I have only just been made aware
of the details.

Mr Grill: I will check that out, but every case
that I have investigated so far has shown some
delay on the part of the applicant or the bank.

Mr TUBBY: Another example is that of the
Murphy family of Ajana in the Northampton
Shire. Certainly they made their application
much later. It was lodged in mid-March and in
spite of continual phone calls inquiring about
the progress of the application no indication
was given that they were likely to be knocked
back. In spite of many calls they were unable to
get any indication as to the determination of
their application. It was not until the first week
in June that they were informed that their ap-
plication had been refused. However, the
season broke in mid-May and they committed
themselves to putting in a crop. They were able
to obtain fuel and fertiliser on credit. Assuming
they would receive the finance, they went
ahead with the crop which was almost
completed before they were notified that they
had been refused the finance. This put those
people in a very difficult situation. They had
committed themselves and obtained fuel and
fertiliser on credit, but are now unable to meet
their commitments. I recommended that they
reapply to RAFCO. The amount they need is
about half of that applied for in their original
application, just enough to pay for the fuel and
fertiliser..

Mr Gril: If you give me the names of those
people, I will check it out for you.

MRS WATKINS (Joondalup) [9.26 p.m.]:
Before addressing my comments to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate, I must make a con-
fession to the member for Greenouigh: I have
never been to Morawa, but I will bet that he
has never been to Elephant and Castle. He is
(16)

also missing out on a lot in not having visited
my place of birth.

I join with the other members in this place in
offlering you, Mr Speaker, my congratulations
on your appointment as Speaker. Having
known you for quite some time, I know you
will bring dignity, even-handedness and much
humnour to your role as Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

Mrs WATKINS: I also take this opportunity
to congratulate all new members in this House.
I am particularly delighted to see the areas of
Canning and Subiaco represented by two excel-
lent women in Dr Judyth Watson and Dr Car-
men Lawrence, although enough has been said
about Dr Lawrence tonight. I feel sure that
their contribution, together with those of the
members for Cockburn, Victoria Park and
Welshpool, will pay an important part in this
Parliament.

It seems a lifetime ago that I first entered this
place as a new chum in the first Burke Labor
Government. Now, just three very short years
later, I again have the opportunity to express
my gratitude to the people of Joondalup for
their faith in me and my ability to continue to
represent them in the Parliament of Western
Australia.

The re-election of this Government is surely
a reflection of the trust and high esteem in
which the people of Western Australia hold this
Government. it is therefore with pride and hu-
mility I take my place on the Government
benches as a member of the second Burke
Labor team.

I now turn to the theme of facilities for
young people. In so doing, I thank the former
Minister for Community Services for obtaining
funding for two youth drop-in centres in the
northern suburbs. One is to be located in the
Whitford electorate and the other in my elec-
torate of Joondalup. It is to the latter that I
wish to address my remarks.

I had the very good fortune to convene the
interim management committee, the members
of which range in age from 17 to 70. All mem-
bers exude enthusiasm and energy. Much work
has been done since the committee was estab-
lished just six months ago. Negotiations have
taken place with the City of Wanneroo with the
result that land has been allocated on the cor-
ner of Anti Avenue and Wanneroo Road, sub-
ject to council approval. The committee
patiently awaits the decision of the City of
Wanneroo later this month which will give our
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committee the green light to commence con-
struction of a youth drop-in centre.

So often, schemes aimed at the young fail
because little or no thought is given to asking
those same young people what they want.
When schemes for the young do fail the young
are then termed ungrateful. It is for this very
reason that the young people of Wanneroo are
being asked to participate before the centre is
built. Obviously not all the ideas put forward
by the young people will be implemented; how-
ever, many will be, thus ensuring a centre
which is owned and cared for by the youth of
Wanneroo.

I am particularly happy that our committee
has been fortunate to acquire the architectural
skills of Mike Couch from the BMA. Mike is a
former youth worker and he understands the
need for young people who will use the centre
when it is built to have input into its design and
management.

The Wanneroo Senior High School has been
particularly helpful to my committee by assist-
ing us in canvassing the ideas of its students as
to design, colour, types of activities, and many
other matters. Recently we have pined the ser-
vices of a first-class, pant-time youth worker in
Belinda Woods. In a very short time she has
established a tremendous rapport with the
youth of Wanneroo and has earned the respect
of the many young people she has met so far.
Her contact thus far has, I believe, assured the
success of the drop-in centre.

Many people assume that, because
Wanneroo has a successful and well-mun com-
munity Youth Support Scheme, there is no
need to provide any further facility for youth.
CYSS provides a base for skills development
and carries out an effective service for its par-
ticipants due, in large part, to the project
officers Jan Caskell and John Elliott. However,
CYSS is not and never has been a drop-in
centre. Considering the isolation of the
Wanneroo townsite, a facility for young people
such as the one claimed for the area is long
overdue.

The centre will provide an informal place for
young people to meet, exchange ideas and ex-
periences, join in activities, or just sit and have
a cup of coffee. Like many other outer sub-
urban areas with a high contingent of young
people with nowhere to go, the young people in
Wanneroo have a tendency to congregate in-
side and outside shopping centres. This type of
activity sometimes leads to misunderstandings
on the part of older people and causes the at-

tivities of the young to be reflected or
portrayed in a poor light.

It is my earnest hope that, when the
Wanneroo drop-in centre is established,
bridges will be built between the young people
of the Wanneroo townsite and the rest of the
community.

I shall now address some remarks at the
Wanneroo Hospital. This has become a little
like a soap opera, because I intend to talk about
my operation. There have been some general
criticisms in this place of our public hospital
system. I wish to advise members that the
Wanneroo Hospital is flourishing and growing
from strength to strength.

I have had the unfortunate experience of
obtaining first-hand knowledge of the services
provided by the Wanneroo Hospital on two
occasions this year. On the first occasion, in
January, 1 was whisked off to the hospital for
an emergency appendix operation. Given the
publicity that the hospital had received late last
year, I was unsure as to whether I was doing the
right thing by becoming an in-patient. I am
delighted that I listened to my instincts and not
to the publicity.

I was extremely impressed by the dedication
and caring shown by the staff of the hospital,
from the domestic staff through to the nurses
and doctors, the administration, and the Direc-
tor of Nursing.

Apart from receiving superb care, I was
amazed and grateful that the staff were pre-
pared to put up with my bed and room being
literally covered with election material.

Mr Thompson: If it had been left to the
Labor Party, there would not have been a hos-
pital there.

Mrs WATKINS: That is not quite true. The
member for Kalamunda should get his facts
rigt.

The staff of the hospital found their patient
in the midst of it all, folding papers and stuff-
ing envelopes, signing and proofreading letters,
and arranging and rearranging advertisements.

I thought I should mention the fact that I
actually worked while in hospital for the ben-
efit of the Deputy Premier-unfortunately he
is not here, but I hope he is listening to me-
who implied at the time that my visit to hospi-
tal was a deliberate attempt to get out of
doorknocking! I know that is not true and I
think most other members who know me, know
that it is not true.
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After being discharged from hospital I did
not believe I would be back there for quite
some time. I was wrong. Only three months
later I was again to spend some considerable
time in hospital when my young daughter was
admitted with a very bad fracture to her arm.

Again the staff excelled. My daughter had
several X-rays and two attempts were made to
reset her arm before she was finally admitted as
an in-patient. The staff coped amazingly well,
not only with an injured child, but also with
her distraught mother.

When Kate was first taken to the emergency
department, my thoughts again went back to
the publicity given the hospital last year. I won-
dered how long my daughter and I would be in
the hospital before she was treated and how
long we would have to wait before X-rays were
taken. There was no delay. Treatment occurred
immediately, as did the X-rays.

I would be happy to recommend the
Wanneroo Hospital to anyone who needs
superb hospital care. I believe the hospital ser-
vice offered at Wanneroo is the equivalent of,
if not better than, what could be provided by
any private hospital.

While on the subject I must mention the ex-
cellent maternity service offered by the hospi-
tal, and I hasten to add that I am not speakcing
from experience. The hospital offers the best of
pre-natal and post-natal care and now boasts
three gynaeocologists, all of whom are ex-
tremely experienced in their field. It is only due
to the effort of the Burke Labor Government
that the people of Wanneroo have a maternity
section at their hospital. It is a pity that the
member for Kalamunda is not here. It is be-
cause the Government was prepared to listen to
the health professionals at the hospital that the
maternity wing was opened some time after the
previous Government had closed it down. Just
a glance through the new arrivals pages of the
local newspaper The Wanneroo Times will
show the number of women within the
Wanneroo area who have taken advantage of
the facility of their local public hospital in
which to have their babies.

I can only reiterate that I would recommend
the Wanneroo Hospital to anyone needing care.

The Joondalup electorate has an enormous
population base with 29 248 people on the role.
Each month 300 or 400 people in the City of
Wanneroo become Australian citizens.
Approximately 40 per cent of those people re-
side in Joondalup. Therefore, my population
base grows by roughly 150 people each month.

When I consider the magnitude of these fig-
ures, 1 often wonder whether I should have a
clone or jet-propelled roller skates to reach all
the people in Joondalup.

In stark contrast to the population of
Joondalup, is the electorate of Murchison-Eyre
with just 3 830 electors; that is approximately
eight times smaller than the roll of Joondalup.

Mr House: I wonder how many square kilo-
metres Joondalup covers?

Mrs WATKINS: The member is probably
making a very good point; however, he should
listen and hear me out. If he intends to talk
about area size and voting population, he
should also look at electorates such as
Kimberley and Pilbara which have, I believe,
18 500 and 16 000 electors respectively. I
realise though that one woman Labor member
is worth far more than eight Liberal members.
However, flippancy aside, there is a crying
need for electoral reform to correct the imbal-
ance that exists.

It is unjust that people who live in
Murchison-Eyre have a voting power eight
times greater than that of the electors of
Joondalup. I certainly trust this injustice will
open the eyes and minds of the Opposition and
will move them to support Government legis-
lation for electoral reform.

I turn to the area of workers' compensation.
In my first three years as a member, several
cases of workers' compensation were brought
to my attention. Since my re-election I have
been seeing at least two people each week re-
garding workers' compensation. Each constitu-
ent who was involved in a workers' compen-
sation case had a similar story to tell. They all
talked about feelings of hopelessness, de-
pression, and isolation. Each talked about the
incredible stress placed on them and their fam-
ilies as a result of their injuries, and the diffi-
culties that each had because of being removed
from familiar surroundings with workmates to
talk to, to being incarcerated and isolated in
their own homes.

It is my opinion that the worker is rarely, if
ever, believed. If a work-related injury is very
severe, the worker will be unable to return to
his or her occupation. His income stops or is
reduced drastically. His lifestyle changes and
the family falls further and further into debt. In
order to get out of debt, the family home is
often sold, cars are sold, and telephones are
disconnected. Al] of this compounds the iso-
lation and stress felt by those involved. The
worker is harassed by insurance company in-
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vestigators with video cameras trying to dis-
continue or reduce the liability of the insurance
company.

The worker invariably sees several general
practitioners and specialists. These visits are
not coordinated and the patients, especially if
they have any pain, are subjected to many dif-
ferent investigations. In many cases these
patients feel that they are used as guinea pips.
Eventually each doctor writes a report on the
worker and one can be guaranteed in the ma-
jority of cases that those reports will conflict.

I will give an example of a matter which was
brought to my attention. Five years ago a strap-
ping young man who worked as a rigger earning
a very high income fell from insecure scaffold-
ing which left him with a severe back injury.
Following various early attempts to cure his
symptoms, he is left with a great deal of pain
and the inability to return to work. The pain
from his injury has in fact worsened over the
ensuing years. There seems no hope of cure. He
has never been offered any kind of rehabili-
tation or retraining. His income has been dras-
tically reduced. He borrowed from a bank, his
family, and from finance companies to assist
with his debts because he had foolishly
expected his case to be settled inside two years.
Now five years after his accident he is still
waiting and with every move he makes he is
being observed and judged as to whether his
claim is real. His employer refuses to send his
weekly part-compensation cheque to his home
or to arrange for payments to be made directly
to his bank. This person is forced to travel a 70-
kilometre round trip each week to pick up his
money. Why? Because his employer wants to
keep an eye on him to ensure he really is still
injured. This is nothing short of cruelty.

His wife has attempted suicide and he has
often contemplated it. His family life has fallen
apart. As he said to me recently, "What use am
I to anyone?" He has been advised to sell his
home, to go to Homeswest, and ask for a hand-
out from the Department for Community Ser-
vices. I ask: Why should he? He asks: "Why

should IT' It was certainly not his fault that he
fell from unsafe scaffolding. It is not his fault
that his case has not been settled. However, he
is forced to suffer the consequences of the
system as it stands.

We must ensure in cases of workers' compen-
sation that early rehabilitation is an absolute
priority and that settlement occurs quickly.
When people argue that workers have it easy
and that they are protected by workers' com-
pensation legislation I cite the many tragic
cases I have dealt with, particularly those in-
volving the pain of back injuries and repetition
strain injury.

While I agree that workers are protected by
the Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Act, I suggest that the protection provided is
only minimal. No amount of money can com-
pensate for these experiences. Large gaps are
still open to exploitation by avaricious in-
surance companies and some sectors of the
legal and medical professions. Clearly, preven-
tion by ensuring workplace safety is the ulti-
mate answer.

I sincerely trust that when amendments to
the Workers' Compensation and Assistance Act
come before this House, members of the Oppo-
sition will show it has a human face and sup-
port the Government in its endeavours to give
a fairer deal to the worker.

In my closing comments I wish to congratu-
late my very good friend John Halden on his
election as the member for North Metropolitan
Province. If the speech that he gave in the other
place last night is any indication of his ability,
he will certainly keep the Opposition on its
toes. John was my campaign director and men-
tor in the 1983 State election campaign. I know
that we will be working closely together in the
electorate and I am delighted to see him on the
Government benches in the other place.

I support the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Williams.
House adjourned at 9.45 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WATER POLICE

Relocation: Objections
145. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister

assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

(1) In respect of the proposed relocation
of the water police, was he factually
quoted in The Western Mail, page 26,
on Saturday, 7 June 1986, in which he
claimed that "the Government would
legislate if necessary to override any
objections put forward"?

(2) Is he aware that such a statement has
been seen as a confrontationist atti-
tude by a number of local government
councillors?

(3) What action does he intend to take to
rectify this position?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) to (3) For answers to these questions,
the member is referred to the infor-
mation provided in the ministerial
statement given in this House by me
today.

STATE FINANCE: BUDGET
Outcome

149. Mr CASH, to the Treasurer-

What is the latest advice received by
him as to the likely 1985-86 Budget
outcome?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

A small surplus close to the Budget
estimate of $1 million.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Public Sector Revenue: Investigations
151. Mr CASH, to the Premier

(1) Adverting to his answer to question
3179 on Thursday, 3 May 1984, has
the review of the proposal to give the
parliamentary Public Accounts Com-
mittee power to investigate all aspects
of public sector revenue and expendi-
ture activities been completed?

(2) if "Yes", will he outline the results of
the review?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is the review
expected to be completed?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to (3) The matter will be reconsidered
in the light of the attitudes of the
newly formed Public Accounts Com-
mittee.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

Review
153. Mr CASH, to the Premier

(1) In answer to question 3218 on
Tuesday, 8 May 1984 he advised that
the Government was conducting a re-
view of its publications and that the
review was being undertaken as part
of the Government's drive for greater
efficiency and reduced spending. Can
he now advise-

(a) Has the review been completed;

(b) did the review identify areas in
which savings could be made;

(c) if "Yes" to (b), will he give details
of such savings?

(2) How much did the Government spend
on publications during the financial
years-

(a) 1983-84;

(b,) 1984-85;

(c) 1985 to April 1986?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) (a) No;

(b) and Cc) Not applicable.

(2) (a) to (c) This information is being
compiled as part of the review.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
Creation: Burke Government

154. Mr CASH, to the Premier.

Will he advise the names of all new
Government agencies created since
his Government camne to office in
1983?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The information will be compiled and
the member advised in writing in due
course.
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WATER POLICE
Relocation: Developer's Payment

159. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Was he factually reported in The

Western Mail page 26, Saturday, 7
June 1986, in respect of' the proposed
new location for the State Water
Police, that "the developer's payment
was only an 'additional consideration'
as the police preferred the Harvest
Road site anyway"?

(2) Will he advise the payment to be
made by the developer and any con-
cessions which are to be made to the
developer?

(3) Will he advise of the reasons that
caused the water police to consider the
Harvest Road site as their preferred
location?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) to (3) For answers to these questions,

the member is referred to the infor-
mation provided in the ministerial
statement given in this House by me
today.

ENERGY: OIL EXPLORATION
Government Assistance

201. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What steps, if any, has the State
Government taken to assist the oil ex-
ploration industry in Western
Australia in light of the downturn in
international oil prices?

Mr PARKER replied:
The member is referred to my Press
statement of 12 June 1986 which is
tabled. He is advised that I have
requested of Senator Evans that simi-
lar consideration be extended to off-
shore permit holders.
(See paper No. 188.)

GOVERNMENT ADVISERS
Statistics

207. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) Will he provide to me a list of-

(a) the current Government advisers
and their salaries;

(b) to whom the advisers are respon-
sible;

(c) whether the adviser has the use of
a Government car?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) I assume the member is referring to

ministerial staff.
The Western Australian Government
has adopted the practice of employing
temporary ministerial staff in line
with established practice in the
administrations of the Common-
wealth and most other Australian
States.
Since February of this year, the
Government has moved towards the
position where all senior staff in Min-
isters' offices are appointed under the
provisions of the Public Service Act as
temporary employees classified at
level 6 or 7 depending upon qualifi-
cations and experience. The appoint-
ments are on a temporary basis for the
term of the Government.
As the appointments are pursuant to
the Public Service Act, the Public Ser-
vice Board will from time to time pub-
lish full details of appointments along
with all other Public Service em-
ployees.
Terms and conditions of temporary
employment parallel those of perma-
nent public servants in relation to sal-
ary, allowances, use of government ve-
hicles on official business, etc.
In this State political affiliation or
commitment is not a requirement for
appointment to ministerial staff or
any other form of public employment.
In addition to personal staff to Minis-
ters, the Government from time to
time employs consultants to complete
specific tasks, work, or consultancies.

(2) See (1) above.

TAXES AND CHARGES: FRINGE
BENEFITS TAX

Government Advisers
208. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Will the State Government be paying
the fringe benefits tax to the Com-
monwealth Government on fringe
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benefits-e.g. the use of cars-
provided to Government advisers?

(2) If so, what is the estimated cost, per
adviser, to the State of the tax?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Under the fringe benefits tax legis-
lation, all employers are required to
-pay the tax in respect of a their em-
ployees who are assessed as deriving
personal gain from a range of benefits.
The State Government will comply
with the Commonwealth legislation.

(2) It is not possible to estimate the
atmount of tax payable in respect of
individual employees.

TAXES AND CHARGES: FRINGE
BENEFITS TAX

Minimisation

209. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

Given that the fringe benefits tax is to
cost the State Government an
estimated $8 million annually, what
steps, if any, has the Government
taken or will the Government be
taking to limit the amount of the tax
payable by as a consequence of the
proposal?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

This is currently under consideration.

POLICE STATION

Augusta: Reconstnuction

211. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

(1) H-as the Government made a commit-
ment to build a new police station at
Augusta?

(2) Further to (1), is the Government go-
ing to establish a permanent police
presence in Augusta, and if so, from
what date?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) and (2) These matters will be con-
sidered as part of the 1986;87 budget-
ary process and I cannot anticipate the
outcome of that process.

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

Portfolios: Staff

231. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will he please let me know the total
number of persons employed by each
of the departments or commissions
within his portfolio as at-

(a) 30 June 1985;

(b) 31 May 1986?

Mr TROY replied:

The number employed as supplied by
the Public Service Board is-

30/6185 30/4/86
Main Roads Depart-
ment
*Marine and H-ar-
bours
Metropolitan
Transport Trust
Albany Port Authority
Bunbury Port Auth-
anity
Esperance Port Auth-
ority
Fremantle Pant Auth-
ority
Geraldton Pant Auth-
ority
Port Hedland Port
Auftority
"Department of
Transport
WA Coastal Shipping
Commission
Westrail

2 489 2 415

142 323.12

1 977.56 2017.56
20.36 20.58

28 33

22.11 22.48

726 711.5

29 30

27 29

87.4 109

306.56 294.59
6 960.43 6 558.19

I have supplied the member with
numbers of employed as at 30 April
1986 as numbers for 31 May 1986
have not, at this stage, been compiled.

* Increase due to the amalgamation
of the harbours and rivers section of
the former Public Works Depart-
ment.

** Increase due to the formation of
the Department of Transport from
the Transport Commission. The
new department now includes the
staff of the former Co-ordinator
Genera] of Transport's Office and
the Minister's office.
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MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
Staff

232. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will he please let me have a list of the
names of the members of his Minis-
terial staff and their duties?

Mr TROY replied:
I refer the member to the answer to
question 207.

LAND: CROWN
Lease Assignment

240. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has the Crown lease over the portion

of river foreshore in front of Lots 57,
58, 59, 60, and 61 Corkhill Street,
North Fremantle, been assigned to the
new owner of these lots?

(2) If so, what date was the Crown lease
assigned?

(3) If the Crown lease has not been
assigned will the Government take
into consideration the views of the lo-
cal authority and local residents?

(4) If the lease has been assigned, how did
the Government ascertain the views of
the local authority and local residents
beforehand?

(5) What is the zoning of the other lands
adjacent to the Swan River to which
boat mooring facilities are attached?

(6) (a) Will the area of foreshore pre-
viously occupied by lease
3116/3340 in front of Lots 57, 58,
and 59 double when reassigned to
include the area in front of Lots
60 and 61 as well; and

(b) if so, why?
(7) (a) As the land in front of Lots 57,

58, 59, 60, and 61 is formed by
land fill on the river side of the
high water mark, does this come
under his control;

(b) if not, does this void the validity
of lease 3116/3340?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) and (2) The current lease held by

Corkhill Nominees Pty Ltd over the
foreshore area in front of Lots 57, 58,
and 59 is in the process of being
surrendered in favour of a new lease
to Corkhill Nominees over an

enlarged area in front of Lots 57, 58,
59, 60, and 6 1. This new lease will be
transferred to Marine and Leisure
Limited, the purchaser of the five lots.

(3) The views of the local authority and
local residents were taken into con-
sideration in a review of the proposed
transfer.

(4) 1 met with representatives from the
City of Fremantle and the local resi-
dents association.

(5) On the immediate upstream
downstream sites adjacent to
leased site-industrial.

and
the

(6) (a) Yes-from 1 353 square metres
to 2 794 square metres;

(b) in accord with a longstanding
agreement, the new lease will for-
malise the reclamation and use of
the additional area by previous
lessees.

(7) (a) Yes;

(b) answered by 7 (a).

FREMANTLE STEAM LAUNDRY CO PTY

LTD

Purchase Price

243. Mr LAURANCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the purchase price paid by
the Superannuation Board for the
Fremantle Steam Laundry?

(2) Who operates this business on behalf
of the Superannuation Board and the
Superannuation Board Investment
Trust?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The Superannuation Board Invest-
ment Trust purchased the Fremantle
Steam Laundry for $1 900 000, in-
cluding land, plant and equipment,
buildings, and improvements.

(2) The former owners, Neville and Ross
Kronberger, have been contracted to
manage the Fremantle Steam Laundry
on behalf of the Superannuation
Board.
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SPORTS GROUND DISASTER
Government Action

266. Mr MacK1iNNON, to the Premier:
(1) In light of overseas sports round dis-

asters, has the Government con-
sidered-
(a) making inquiries into the struc-

ture of grandstand facilities in
this State to check for safety
against fire:

(b) what changes, if any, need to be
made to the rules governing the
consumption of alcohol at spont-
ing venues?

(2) if so, in each case, who conducted the
inquiry'?

(3) What was the outcome of the inquiry
in each case?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) (a) Yes;

(b) the present controls are con-
sidered appropriate.

(2) In the case of I (a), I am advised by
the Western Australian Fire Brigade
Board that officers of the board under-
took a physical check of the fire safety
of all major grandstands in the State
immediately following the Bradford,
UK disaster.

(3) In the case of I (a), I am advised by
the Western Australian Fire Brigade
Board that any faults detected were
drawn to the attention of the relevant
authorities and follow-up action taken
in respect of rectification works.
The brigade has placed grandstands in
the high-risk category and depending
on location they are inspected at least
once per annum with a minimum of
four inspections per annum in major
centres.

MINISTER FOR REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Office:- Geraldion

268. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Regional Development:
(1) Is he to establish a ministerial office in

Geraldton?
(2) If so, how many staff members will be

located in that office?
(3) What will be the cost of establishing

the office?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) No Cabinet approval exists for the es-

tablishment of a ministerial office in
Geraldton.

(2) and (3) See (1).

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Bunbury Azsslmark Building

269. Mr MacKJINNON, to the Premier-
(1) What is the number of Government

officers who will be located in the new
Austmark building in Bunbury when
it is completed?

(2) How many of those officers will be
relocated-
(a) from Bunbury;
(b,) other parts of the south-west; or
(c) the metropolitan area,
to the building?

(3) What incentives, if any, will be offered
for each of these groups of employees
as part of this relocation procedure?

(4) What is the price per square metre be-
ing paid by the Government under the
terms of its lease for the Austruark
building?

(5) When do lease payments begin under
the terms of the lease?

(6) How many square metres of floor
space are covered under the terms of
the lease?

(7) What is the highest rental per square
metre being currently paid by the
Government for office space in
Bunbury other than the Austmark
building?

Mr BRIAN BURK.E replied:
(I) Approximately 210 positions have

been identified for relocation into the
Bunbury Tower when completed.

(2) (a) Approximately 120 positions will
be relocated within Bunbury;

(b) it is not planned to relocate any
other officers from other pants of
the south-west;

(c) approximately 90 positions have
already been identified in the
metropolitan area.

(3) The question of incentives, if any, is
still under Cabinet consideration. Un-
til a decision is made the normal pro-
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visions of the Public Service Act will
apply.

(4) The price per square metre is
$l50.82/sq.mlannum. This includes
car parking and normal outgoings.

(5) Lease payments on the Bunbury
Tower commence on "practical
completion" of the building.

(6) There is approximately 8 651 sq.mn net
useable space.

(7) The highest rent currently paid is
$78.65/sq.m/annum. This does not in-
clude car parking and increases in out-
goings.

FIRE BRIGADES BOARD
Vehicle Body Building Business

271. Mr MacKINNON, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Has the Western Australian Fire Brig-

ades Board purchased a vehicle body
building business?

(2) If so, when was the business acquired?
(3) For what cost?
(4) For what purpose?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) 16th December 1985.
(3) $250 000.
(4) To undertake fire brigade vehicle

maintenance and replacement within
the budget context.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Funds: Accounting

274. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is there a change being considered to

the manner in which the Main Roads
Department funds are accounted?

(2) If so, when will the change be
effected?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) As pant of its Budget deliber-

ations and proposals to cut Govern-
ment expenditure, a number of
changes are currently being considered
by the Government covering almost
all areas of Government expenditure,
and the Main Roads Department is
covered by this review. The timing of
any changes is also being considered.

PLANNING: CANAL DEVELOPMENT
Dawvesville: Land Acquisition

277. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has any land been acquired by the

Government to accommodate the
proposed Dawesvillc channel?

(2) If so, will he detail the land pur-
chased?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) and (2) The Government has acquired

some properties and is still negotiating
the acquisition of others to accommo-
date the proposed Dawesville channel.
The land and property branch of the
Department of Lands and Surveys is
undertaking the necessary acquisitions
on behalf of the Department of Mar-
ine and Harbours.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE STAFF
Shirts

283. Mr WATT, to the Speaker:
(1) Is it a fact that a large consignment of

shints issued to Parliament House staff
has recently been purchased by the
Joint House Committee?

(2) Is it a fact that the new shirts were
made in China?

(3) As shirts issued to staff have pre-
viously been purchased from a West-
ern Australian manufacturer, and as
there are at least two shirt manufac-
turers in Western Australia, why did
the Joint House Committee not sup-
port the local industry on this oc-
casion?

The SPEAKER replied:
(1) to (3) This is a matter for the Joint

House Committee. The question will
be forwarded to the chairman of that
committee who will no doubt contact
the member direct with the infor-
mation sought.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Elective Surgery: Waiting Lists

285. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

What is being done to alleviate the
waiting lists for elective surgery at the
teaching hospitals in Western
Australia?
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Mr TAYLOR replied:

The role of the metropolitan non-
teaching hospitals is being examined
to ascertain how best they can be
expanded with a progressive increase
in bed capacity. This will involve the
appointment of medical superintend-
ents and monitoring referral of
patients to non-teaching hospitals.

Other measures include increasing the
capacity for day surgery and reducing
the number of non-complex ad-
missions to the teaching hospitals.

The additional geriatric beds at
Bentley will assist in reducing the
pressure on RPH and the
commissioning of 24 beds at Osborne
Park Hospital later in the year will re-
duce pressure on SCGH.

SOUTH AFRICA

Economic Sanctions

287. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Federal Government notified
the State Government of impending
economic sanctions against South
Africa?

(2) If "Yes", when?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

MOTOR VEHICLES: GOVERNMENT

Private Use: Fringe Benefits Tax

288. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

When will State politicians and public
servants using Government cars for
private use know the tax liability
under the new fringe benefits tax?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The first payment of the tax is not due
until 28 October 1986. The fringe ben-
efits tax on motor vehicles is a tax on
all employers in respect of private use.
of motor vehicles owned by the em-
ployers. Under the legislation it is not
mandatory that employees are
informed of the tax liability.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Equity: Goidrock Investments

291. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
What equity position does Exim have
in Goldrock Investments?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
None.

PLANNING: HIGH-RISE DEVELOPMENT
Scarborough: Beach Development Zone

292. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) Does he still oppose the provision of

high-rise buildings in the special beach
development zone at the Scarborough
beachfront?

(2) (a) If "Yes", will be advise the House
whether he will take action to pre-
vent the construction of stage 2 of
the Observation City project,
which includes two high-rise
buildings, one of 13 storeys and
another of I 1 storeys;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) 1 am opposed to any high-rise devel-

opment at Scarborough that has the
potential to destroy the amenity of the
area.

(2) (a) and (b) The Observation City proj-
ect consists of a comprehensive devel-
opment containing three tower blocks,
approval for which was granted by
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority in May 1984.

CRIME
Drink-driving Offences: Convictions

294. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many persons were-

(a) charged;
(b) convicted,
of drink-driving offences in the fol-
lowing years-

(i) 1982-1983;
(ii) 1983-1984;

(iii) 1984-1985;
(iv) 1985-March 1986?
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(2) How many persons were-

(a) charged;
(b) convicted,
of a second drink-driving offence in
the above stated years?

(3) How may persons were-

(a) charged;
(b) convicted,

of a third drink-driving offence in the
above stated years?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
MI

(2)

(3)

(01
I(i3)
tif)
(Nv)

1982-83
198M-4
1984-85
1985-March 86

(i) 1982-83i0 1983-84
(ii.) 3984US
(Mv 1985-Mach 86

Convicted
11537
'I0Oh
12910
10077

11 467
1 4406
No meord

1 925
2150
2 373
2003

(i? 1982-83 - 534
Hi) 1983-84 - 579

in) 19445 - 73,7
iv) 995-March 86 - 568
Note: In relation to part (1) (iv), at this

stage no record is available until
the final figure is collated at the
end of the year.
In relation to part l(i), discrep-
ancy in figures possibly due to
court carry-over of previous year's
charges.

HEALTH: ALCOHOL
Drivers: Diversionary Programmes

295. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

Has the Alcohol and Drug Authority
developed any drink-driver
diversionary progriammes which are
currently available to persons with al-
cohol-related problems?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The Alcohol and Drug Authority is
currently considering the introduction
of court diversionary programmes as
one of the initiatives to be taken of the
national campaign against drug abuse.
In the meantime, persons with drink-
driving convictions can be referred to
the authority's services in the normal
way.

HEALTH: ALCOHOL
Programme: Edith Hart Education Centre

296. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he familiar with the drink-driving

programme offered by the Edith Hant
Education Centre?

(2) Is it feasible to have this course
offered by the Alcohol and Drug Auth-
ority, or other agency, with a view to
educating and assisting persons with
alcobol-related problems?

(3) Does his office support this edu-
cational course and the initiatives be-
ing taken by the Edith Hart Education
Centre in addressing the problem of
excessive consumption of alcohol?

(4) Does his office support the
endorsement of this educational
course by the Government to enable
the courts to refer drink-driving
offenders for educational treatment as
an additional sentencing option?

Mr

(1)
TAYLOR replied:
I have been provided with some ma-
terial relating to the programmes
offered at the Edith Hart Education
Centre.

(2) See answer to question 295.
(3) and (4) My office supports any edu-

-cational course of proven efficacy
undertaken to address the problem of
excessive consumption of alcohol par-
ticularly from the point of view of
drink-driving offenders.

HEALTH
Alcohol and Drug Authority: Mt Lawley Annexe
297. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(1) What was the cost of convening the
former Royal Perth Hospital Annexe,
Mt Lawley, for use by the Alcohol and
Drug Authority?

(2) (a) Is it intended to locate Alcohol
and Drug Authority administrat-
ive staff in another location in
close proximity to the Mt Lawley
centre;

(b) If "Yes", will he provide details?
(3) What action is intended to alleviate

the parking problems in the immedi-
ate residential environs of the Alcohol
and Drug Authority Centre, Mt
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Lawley which have been exacerbated
since the recent opening of the centre?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) 31 190000.
(2) (a) No;

(b) not applicable.
(3) Parking control is the responsibility of

the City of Stirling. However, I would
see no problem in the City of Stirling
and the Alcohol and Drug Authority
liaising in an effort to overcome any
parking problems.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS
UnseweredA reas

298. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:
(1) What is the Government's policy in

respect of residential or other develop-
ment in an unsewered area?

(2) Is this policy likely to cause a re-
duction in development work and em-
ployment opportunities?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The Government's policy is

enunciated in the public document
entitled "Sewerage Policy-Perth
Metropolitan Region". Essentially the
policy requires, unless special con-
ditions exist, the provision of
reticulated sewerage facilities to all
new subdivisions in the Perth metro-
politan region as a mandatory require-
ment.

(2) No. The policy has been in operation
since 1982 and has not demonstrated
any significant effect in this regard.

SEWERAGE APPLICATIONS
Decisions

299. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to his answer to question
156 on Thursday, 12 June 1986, con-
cerning sewerage policy, will he advise
of the decisions made in respect of
each of the 15 applications?

(2) Which of these applications was
recommended for approval by the
City of Stirling?

(3) For what reasons did he override the
recommendation of the local auth-
ority?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) All 15 applications have been refused.
(2) All applications were submitted by the

City of Stirling to the Health Depart-
ment as required under its town
planning scheme and it endorsed
the suitability of the sites for on-site
disposal. However, the City of Stirling
town planning scheme does not allow
density development in the absence of
reticulated sewerage unless excep-
tional circumstances are deemed to
exist as determined by the Health De-
partment of Western Australia.

(3) The reasons for not approving the ap-
plications were based on the im-
plementation of the Government
sewerage policy and the absence of
special circumstances in respect of the
policy.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS
Mineral House Stage 2: Wind Tunnel Tests

300. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:
(1) Referring to his answer to question

126 on Thursday, 12 June 1986 con-
cerning wind tunnel tests, what was
the amount of the tender accepted for
stage I?

(2) What is the estimated total cost of the
proposed ventilation system?

Mr PARK.ER replied:
(1) $41 999.
(2) $565 000.

GOVERNMENT CHEMICAL
LABORATORIES

Future
301. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals

and Energy:
(1) Referring to his answer to question

127 on Thursday, 12 June 1986 con-
cerning future operations of the
Government Chemical Laboratories,
can he advise of the reasons for the
delay in making a decision on the fu-
ture direction of the Government
Chemical Laboratories?

(2) How long has the Government had
recommendations from the Public
Service Board Functional Review
Committee on the future direction of
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the Government
Laboratories?

Chemical

(3) Has he sought the views of all labora-
tory heads of department on the
recommendations of the Functional
Review Committee as reported in The
West Australian on 22 October 1985?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The recommendations of the Func-

tional Review Committee need to be
considered in conjunction with other
options for the future of the Govern-
ment Chemical Laboratories, the de-
tails of which have yet to be finalised.

(2) The Functional Review Committee
report is dated August 1985.

(3) 1 have a report from the Government
Chemical Laboratories which, I am
advised, embraces the views of the
chiefs of the seven laboratories which
comprise the Government Chemical
Laboratories. I have also been to the
laboratories and spoken to the staff of
the various laboratories.

ENERGY
Solar Hot Water Systems: Sacrificial Anode

302. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Is he or his department aware of scien-

tific reports that magnesium is not
considered a suitable material for use
as a sacrificial anode in solar hot
water systems installed in locations
with water that is highly conductive?

(2) (a) If "Yes", when did his depart-
ment become aware of this fact;

(b) what locations in Western
Australia have water that is highly
conductive;

(c) what material is suitable for use
as a sacrificial'anode in these lo-
cations?

(3) Adverting to his answer to question
1364 of 30 October 1985, have hydro-
gen release valves been fitted to
existing solar hot water systems which
utilise sacrificial anodes?

(4) (a) If "Yes" to (3), what was the cost
of this programme;

(b) has the installation of hydrogen
release valves been effective in
preventing the accumulation of
hydrogen gas in these hot water
systems;

(c) where were the release valves fit-
ted to vent the explosive gas in
the case of hot water systems
which are located inside a house;
and

(d) is the explosive gas being
discharged outside the house?

(5) (a) If "No" to (3), when will this pro-
gramme be implemented;

(b) what is the anticipated cost of this
programme?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) We were advised by the Water

Authority of Western Australia in
February 1986, that magnesium is
not considered a suitable material
for use as a sacrificial anode in
water that is highly conductive;

(b) the Water Authority has compre-
hensive information on the towns
in Western Australia where water
is highly conductive and the
member should address his in-
quiry to that organisation;

(c) the Water Authority has advised
Homeswest that the suitable ma-
terial is an aluminium alloy to
Australian Standard 2239.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) (a) and (b,) The programme initially

proposed to fit hydrogen release
valves was not proceeded with, in
view of the advice from the Water
Authority that this would not resolve
the problem.
l-omeswest has now specified for new
construction and for replacement
units that the aluminium anode of ma-
terial to Australian Standard 2239 be
installed.
A survey is presently in process to de-
termine all the necessary information
required to formulate a programme of
replacement of anodes on present
units. When this has has been
completed, a programme of replace-
ment will be implemented and cost
assessed.
If the member wishes to discuss this
matter in further detail I am prepared
to arrange for him to meet with tech-
nical officers of Homeswest and the
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Water Authority of Western Australia
on request.

ENERGY

Solar Hot Water System: Explosion
303. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals

and Energy:
(1) Adverting to his answer to question

1607 of 13 October 1985, were there
any injuries or damage caused by the
explosion in the washing machine in
Dampier in March 1983?

(2) (a) If "Yes", will he give details of
the injuries and damage;

(b) was anyone held responsible for
the damage?

(3) Has he or his department become
aware of any other explosions which
have been attributed to the accumu-
lation of explosive gases in hot water
systems utilising sacrificial anodes?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), will he give details?
Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) An electrical fitter received lacer-

ations to his eyeball due to his
glasses shattering; the washing
machine frame was distorted and
the laundry walls, ceiling, and
window received structural dam-
age;

(b) no.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Hire: Registrations

305. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many hire vehicles are registered

in Western Australia?
(2) Can he distinguish between passenger

and other hire vehicles?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) 5426.
(2) Motor cars-3 377

Buses-15S
Other types-] 891

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Harvey: Capital Works

306. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Does the Education Department have

the Harvey primary school listed for
major capital works?

(2) If so, what is planned to upgrade the
school and the pre-school?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) and (2) Consideration is being given

to the provision of a replacement pre-
primary centre.

PLANNING COMMISSION
Positions: Advertisements

307. Mr LEWIS, to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Did the Chairman of the State Plan-

ning Commission, in mid-April, ring
senior professional town planners in
local government and industry
soliciting their applications for three
senior planning positions, viz jobs
Nos. 250107, 250119, and 250120, as
advertised?

(2) Do the positions have a prerequisite
qualification of either being qualified
to be, or to be a corporattb member of
the Royal Australian Planning Insti-
tute?

(3) How many applications were received
for the positions at date of closure?

(4) How many applications complied
with the prerequisities. as advertised?

(5) Has there been a short list of appli-
cants interviewed?

(6) If "Yes" to (5), how many were
interviewed?

(7) Did all those short listed comply with
the prerequisites as advertised?

(8) Are all the positions advertised
intended to be filled?

(9) When are the appointments expected
to be made?

(10) Have any of the applicants been ad-
vised of appointment or other-wise to
this time?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes. Position Nos. 250107 and

250119.
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(3) 46 applications were received for job
Nos. 250107, 250119, and 250120.

(4) Of the two items, prerequisites, 30 of
the 32 complied.

(5) to (7) The short-listing and inter-
viewing process is continuing.

(8) The commission has yet to determine
this question.

(9) Subject to negotiation with successful
applicants.

(10) No. The commission's recommend-
ations have yet to be considered by the
Public Service Board.

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER
Mandurah: Financial Difficulties

308. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:
(1) Is he aware that a car dealer in

Mandurah recently closed because of
financial difficulties?

(2) Is he aware that several people who
purchased motor vehicles before the
dealer closed have had their vehicles
repossessed and are now substantially
"out of pocket"?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), is anything being done
to prevent purchasers of goods being
placed in similar positions in the fu-
ture?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) It is intended that a register of security

interests will be established so as to
provide a ready-access facility for
people to ascertain whether or not a
vehicle is encumbered. Legislation to
implement this will be introduced
later this year.

HEALTH
Nurses: Retraining

309. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What measures are being taken to at-

tract nurses back into the work force?
(2) What refresher courses are currently

available to unregistered nurses who
wish to re-register and what are the
costs to the participants?

(3) Is any assistance-financial or accom-
inodation-available for country
people wishing to participate in the
above courses?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Refresher-re-registration courses; ad-

vertising campaign; review of career
structure and working conditions.

(2) 12-week courses are available through
the skills in demand programme. No
costs are involved.
4 week courses are conducted through
the Western Australian School of
Nursing at a cost of $200 per student.

(3) Assistance is available to students on a
means tested basis under the S10 pro-
gram me.
Each applicant is entitled to $200 for
books and uniforms under the same
programme.

ENVIRONMENT
Mosquito Eradication Programme Committee:

Report
310. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for

Health:
When will a report by the mosquito
eradication programme committee be
released?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The report is to be presented in two
parts:

Part A-Leschenault Inlet to be
presented on 31 July 1986.
Part B-Harvey-Peel estuarine
system to be presented soon
thereafter.

WATER RESOURCES:IRRIGATION
Hanvey: Reinstatement

313. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) Does the Water Authority intend to

reinstate the land currently used as ir-
rigation channels in the Harvey irri-
gation area when the area to be
serviced by the new irrigation pipes is
completed?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) No.
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(2) Prior to embarking on the piped irri-
gation scheme at Harvey, the econ-
omics of piped waler versus relining
the channels with concrete was
investigated. The piped scheme,
which had distinct advantages to
farmers, was only economical under
certain conditions, one of which was
that the old irrigation channels which
were made redundant were not filled
in by the fonner Public Works De-
partment. This was explained to
farmers at a public meeting at Harvey
and accepted.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Addictive, Statement

314. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Were those who attended "Drugs and

Alcohol in our Community" aware-
ness courses conducted by the Edu-
cation and Health Departments of
Western Australia told that there is
not one addictive drug?

(2) Were those who attended similar
courses to (1) told that there is not one
addictive drug?

(3) (a) Is the notion conveyed by the
lecturer that people can
experiment with drugs without
becoming addicts;

(b) why is not the lecturer at such
courses highlighting the fact that
it is dangerous to experiment with
drugs because some people are
naturally susceptible to drugs?

(4) What medical qualifications are held
by-
(a) the lecturers at these courses;
(b) the course planners?

(5) (a) How many such courses have
been conducted;

(b) what is the cost of running each
course?

(6) Has he studied the content and viewed
the videos and worksheets used?

(7) If "No" to (6), will he please do so
immediately?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) and (2) I am not aware of any such

comment, but if the member can be
more specific I shall endeavour to in-
vestigate.

(3) (a) No. Parents are given an accurate
description of the circumstances
surrounding the curiosity and
risk-taking dangers which are
characteristic of childhood. As
pant of this, they are reassured
with the important information
that isolated experimentation
does not invariably lead to addic-
tion. Parents of children who
have experimented are in a
unique position to persuade their
children of the dangers of further
experimentation.

Drug abuse is a most serious
health and social problem.

The entire purpose of the courses
is to assist parents in preventing
drug abuse. The courses have
been widely welcomed by parents
and considerable interest has
been shown in them from other
States. The courses are also
supported in Western Australia
by the Lions Foundation.

(b) Dangers of drug abuse are central
to and emphasised in the course.
In fact parents are told that they
should not condone drug exper-
imentation in their children but if
experimentation has happened
there are correct and incorrect
ways to handle such a situation.

(4) (a) In WA, as in most parts of the
world, people involved in drug
education come from a variety of
relevant academic backgrounds,
including medical. I trust that the
member is not of the view that
education courses in the preven-
tion of drug abuses should be the
monopoly of doctors.

(b) Planning of the course entailed
substantial consultation with per-
sonnel with medical and other
specialist qualifications so that
the courses would have the cor-
rect educational impact.

(5) (a) Ten-many more are planned in
the near future.

(b) The cost is minimal and is
estimated to be less than $ 100 per
course.
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The member will no doubt agree
that this is a remarkably low cost
for a course which makes an im-
portant contribution to drug pre-
vention in the community.

(6) and (7) 1 am aware of the broad thrust
of the programmes.

HEALTH
Alcohol and Drug Authority: Employees

315. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many people are employed by

the Alcohol and Drug Authority?
(2) How many are employed in-

(a) administration;
(b) counselling;
(c) detoxification;
(d) other?

(3) What is the turnover of staff at the
Alcohol and Drug Authority?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) 187.
(2) (a) 35;

(b,) 77;
(c) 37;
(d) 38.

(3) Approximately 10 per cent over the
last 12 months.

HEALTH
Alcohol and Drug Authority: Telephone Service
316. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for

Health:
(1) Does the Alcohol and Drug Authority

provide an after hours telephone ser-
vice?

(2) If so, how long has this been
operating?

(3) How many people are employed for
this service?

(4) How many calls on average, after
hours, are received?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Since the inception of detoxification

facilities in 1976.
(3) This is provided by two detoxification

unit staff on roster after hours.

(4) Twenty on average on a week day
rising to 50 on weekends.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Detoxification Centre: Opening

317. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has the new drug detoxification

centre in East Perth opened?
(2) If not, when is this establishment

expected to open?
(3) (a) Will this establishment be run by

a board;
(b,) if so, what is the make-up of that

board?
(4) What amount of money was budgeted

to staff and run the centre?
(5) Has any of that money been used from

(4)?
(6) What amount is now estimated to

staff and run the new Drug
Detoxification Centre on a 12-month
basis?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Early in the new year. The

detoxification of opiate addicts is cur-
rently being carried out at the Alcohol
and Drug Authority's Aston Hospital
as an interim measure.

(3) (a) The centre will be a facility under
the control of the board of the Al-
cohol and Drug Authority. The
board will be advised by a com-
mittee on which the three non-
statutory agencies providing ser-
vices in this area will be
represented, together with the
body-the WA Network of Al-
cohol and Other Drug Agencies-
representing all non-statutory
agencies in this area;

(b) Mr Peter Sharkey, Chairman; Dr
Anthony Zorbas, Vice Chairman;
Mr Alan Keating; and Dr Denis
Ladbrook.

(4) Staff budget $376 000; contingencies
$120 000.

(5) Yes.
(6) The budget for the drug detoxification

centre is currently under consider-
ation.

498



(Wednesday, 18 June 1986]49

JUSTICES ACT
Law Reform Commission Report

Recommendations
318. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister

representing the Attorney General:
(1) What is the Government's view in re-

lation to the recommendations of the
Law Reform Commission in its report
on project No. 55-Review of the Jus-
tices Act 1902 Pant 1 -Appeals?

(2) Does the Government favour im-
plementation of the
recommendations?

(3) What action, if any, has the Govern-
ment taken to implement any of the
recommendations?

(4) If legislation is contemplated, when is
this likely to be introduced?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (4) The Attorney General has pre-

viously announced that the Govern-
ment has approved the drafting of
legislation substantially based on the
recommendations of the Law Reform
Commission in its report on the Jus-
tices Act-Appeals.
It is anticipated that legislation will
emerge in the Budget session this year.

COURT PROCEEDINGS
Computer Records: Tendering

319. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Is the Government concerned that the

present provisions of the law do not
enable many computer records and
other "machine information" to be
tendered in evidence in civil and
criminal proceedings?

(2) Would the Government not agree that
it would be desirable for sections of
the Evidence Act to be repealed and
replaced with new provisions designed
to simplify and clarify the law on the
admissibility of documentary state-
men ts?

(3) Does the Government intend to im-
plement the recommendations of the
Law Reform Commission on this sub-
ject or any of them?

(4) If so, when may legislation be antici-
pated?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (4) The Attorney General has pre-

viously announced that the Govern-
ment has approved the drafting of
legislation to amend the Evidence Act
based on the recommendations of the
Law Reform Commission in its report
on computer records.
It is not yet possible to suggest a farm
timetable for this legislation.

COMMISSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS
Appointments: Policy

320. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Since the Attorney General has been

charged with the responsibility of ap-
pointing commissioners for declar-
ations, has he reviewed the policy
pertaining to the appointment of such
commissioners?

(2) If so, has the Attorney General sub-
mitted any recommendations to the
Government regarding any changes to
the policy?

(3) Would the Attorney General inform
the House what these changes to the
policy are and when are they going to
be implemented?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (3) The appointment of com-

missioners for declarations is under
review.

CITIZENS'ADVICE BUREAU
Claim: Service Agencies

321. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) Does the Attorney General's depart-
ment agree with the claim by the Citi-
zens' Advice Bureau of Western
Australia (Incorporated) that many
new services springing up appear to
duplicate the work of existing agencies
and that more coordination between
Government and non-Government or-
ganisations would benefit both service
providers and clients?

(2) If so, can the Attorney General inform
the House what action is going to be
taken to remedy this situation?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) and (2) The question is too general to
be dealt with satisfactorily.

If the member has any particular ser-
vice in mind which falls within the
Attorney General's ministerial
responsibilities, he should specify it to
allow detailed consideration.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION

Migrant Education: Teachers

322. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many full-time teachers are
employed with the migrant education
section of the technical and further
education branch?

(2) On average, how much direct face-to-
face teaching, and how much duties
other than teaching time was spent by
the full-time teachers during the last
two months related to per person per
week?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) 31 full-time teachers are employed
with the AME section of TAFE as at
18 June 1986.

(2) Average weekly face-to-face teach-
ing/per teacher in the last 2 months-
19 hours

Average weekly DOT!' in the last two
months- I I hours.

CRIME

A ssa ult; firkusic v Bfasolich

323. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

(1) Has the Commissioner of Police
undertaken any investigation in an
alleged assault case of Milenko
Brkusic of 117 Gildercliffe Street,
Scarborough, versus Marko
Basolich-which was subject to Local
Court Plaint No. 10485 of 1983-as a
consequence of a letter to the com-
missioner dated 20 March 1984 by the
North Perth Community Law Centre?

(2) If so, what was the result of the inves-
tigation?

(3) If "No" to (1), why not?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) (i) The incident which is alleged to
have occurred on June 16th 1980
was investigated at the time and it
was established that there was no
evidence to support a criminal
prosecution. The matter was re-
examined in February 1982, and
again in February 1984, with the
same conclusions being reached;

(ii) Brkusic took private action
against one Marko Pasalich, a for-
mer greenkeeper at the WA
Yugoslav Club Inc, alleging as-
sault and battery and seeking
costs and damages;

(iii) Mr Anton SM dismissed the
charge and awarded costs against
Brkusic and in doing so remarked
that the matter should not have
come before the court.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: SMALL CLAIMS
TRIBUNAL

Select Committee Report: Recommendations

324. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

(1) Have the recommendations of the
Select Committee of the Legislative
Assembly inquiring into the Small
Claims Tribunal in Western Australia
been considered by the Government?

(2) If so which, if any, of the
recommendations are going to be
implemented?

(3) If not, why did the Government not
examine the report and
recommendations?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) to (3) The recommendations are cur-
rently being studied. It is not appro-
piate to speculate at this stage as to
which, if' any, of the recommendations
will be implemented.
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SEWERAGE: BRIDGETOWN

Recipients: Views

325. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) Has there been any method used of
ascertaining the wish of the potential
recipients as to main sewerage connec-
tions for Bridgetown?

(2) If so, what method has been used and
by whom?

(3) What was the result of such "public
opinion poll"?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) Yes. As the member is well aware, in
country areas the local authority is ap-
proached and agreement reached on
the area to be sewered prior to adver-
tising "preliminaries to construction".

In the case of Bridgetown,
preliminaries were first advertised for
stage I with the agreement of the local
authority on 22 April 1983.
Objections were received from 353
people and of these only 43 were from
people affected by the first stage of the
scheme. 152 were from persons who
would be served by later stages and
158 were from shire ratepayers who
would not be connected to the scheme.

The 43 objections represented
approximately one-third of the people
to be served by stage I and in view of
the potential health problems, the lo-
cal authority continued to press for
the scheme to proceed.

Following protracted discussions, it
was decided by the previous Minister
that the scheme should proceed, with
construction commencing in 1986-87.
However, it became necessary, due to
the merger of the country and metro-
politan water supplies, to re-advertise
the preliminaries under the provisions
of the Water Authority Act. When
preliminaries were advertised for
stage I on 14 February 1986 the only
objection received was from the
Waterways Commission. This is cur-
rently being considered.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

SEWERAGE: BRIDGETOWN
Connections: Plans

326. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) To what extent have plans been

proceeded with for installing main
sewer connections in Bridgetown?

(2) From what source is the scheme
financed?

(3) What percentage of the capital expen-
diture is going to be borne by the local
authority?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Preliminaries to construction were

advertised on 14 February 1986 and
one objection was received from the
Waterways Commission. This is cur-
rently being considered.

(2) The scheme will be financed by Water
Authority funds.

(3) None.

WATER AUTHORITY
Depreciation Method

327. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) What was the method-historical, re-

placement value or, other system-of
depreciation applied by the Water
Authority of Western Australia during
the 1985-86 financial year?

(2) What percentage of depreciation has
been applied?

(3) How does this compare with the de-
preciation method and percentage in
the past five years by-
(a) the Metropolitan Water Auth-

ority;
(b) the Country Water Undertakings

under the engineering division,
Public Works Department?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) In determining income requirements

in 1985-86, the Water Authority of
Western Australia used replacement
cost depreciation for metropolitan ser-
vices, and at least historic cost de-
preciation for country services.
The authority's financial statements
will report historic cost depreciation.
Any difference between replacement
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cost depreciation and historic cost de-
prediation, as determined by the
board of the authority, will be shown
as an appropriation to an asset re-
placement reserve. This is in accord-
ance with accounting standards.

(2) A separate percentage of depreciation
is used for each of a large number of
asset categories. The percentage used
for each category is based on the use-
ful life of the assets concerned. Be-
cause of the range of asset Jives
involved, the depreciation rates vary
widely.

(3) (a) The approach to depreciation
based on replacement costs, now
in use for determining metropoli-
tan income requirements, is the
same as that used by the former
Metropolitan Water Authority.
However, the application of the
method has been steadily refined
to make the determination of
asset values and asset lives more
accurate. The MWA phased in re-
placement cost depreciation over
a number of years by progress-
ively increasing the depreciation
rate based on the avenage life of
the pool of the authority's assets.
The flat rates used were 1980-
81-1 per cent; 1981-82-1.25
per cent; 1982-83-1.5 per cent.

In 1983-84 the authority under-
took a comprehensive review of
its assets including an assessment
of the average useful economic
life of assets in a number of
categories. The authority deter-
mined replacement cost de-
preciation for 1983-84 using 87.5
per cent of the revised rates for
each category. For 1984-85 the
full rates for assets in each
category were used.

(b) Rates of historic cost depreciation
used by the Public Works Depart-
ment were based on a wide range
of assets in various country dis-
tricts. The rates used depended
on the estimated life of the assets
involved. Hence no single per-
centage can be quoted.

PLANNING

Midland Abattoir Sale: Effect

329. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Planning:

Does the sale of the Midland Abattoir
and livestock selling complex contra-
dict or contravene any town planning
schemes adopted by the Swan Shire
Council?

Mr PEARCE replied:

No.

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND

Land Sale

330. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Will he give details of the land
contained within the Midland Abat-
toir and livestock selling complex
which the Government intends to sell
for a proposed brickworks?

(2) Can he identify all locations which
will be the subject of sale?

(3) If some locations are reserves can they
and their designated purpose be
listed?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1 and (2) Details of the land are

contained in the documents being
tabled by the Minister for Agriculture.

(3) The land is portion of reserve No.
23917 and the purpose is abattoir and
saleyards.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT TRUST

Hire Charges: Schools
331. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Have the school hire rates for Metro-
politan Transport Trust buses been
increased in recent times?

(2) Will he please provide details of any
increases?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yet. 1 June 1986.
(2) I will supply the member with a sched-

ule.
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TRANSPORT: BUSES
Two Rocks- Yanchep:- Weekend Service

332. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has consideration been given to pro-

viding a weekend bus service to
Yanchep and Two Rocks?

(2) If so, what arrangements are being
considered?

(3) Is he aware that his colleague, the
Minister for Tourism, has publicly
supported the introduction of such a
service?

(4) What response has he given to the
Minister for Tourism?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) The matter is presently under con-

sideration.
(2) The MTT is investigating the possi-

bility of providing two forward and
return trips between Perth and Two
Rocks on Saturdays, Sundays, and
public holidays.

(3) Yes.
(4) Similar to that detailed above.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Country- Pri vat isation

333. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is the State Government considering

privatising country bus services as
claimed in a Daily News article of 30
April 1986?

(2) Did the Department of Transport
recommend this approach in its re-
view of road services?

(3) Will he make available to me a copy of
the department's review?

(4) If "No" to (3), why not?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) and (2) A summary of the recom-

mendations of the joint review of
Westrail country bus services
undertaken by Westrail and the then
Transport Commission is contained in
the 1985 annual report of the Com-
missioner of Transport tabled in this
House on 25 September 1985.
The short-term recommendations re-
ferred to in this annual report have
not been completed and the longer-

term recommendations are still under
consideration by Government,

(3) 1 am prepared to make available on a
confidential basis the papers provided
to me by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and the then Commissioner of
Transport.

(4) Answered by (3).

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Rerouting: Pensioners

334. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has he had an opportunity to investi-

gate the difficulties being caused to
pensioners by the re-routing of Metro-
politan Transport Trust buses in the
Manning Road-Leach Highway-
Braibrise Road area since I raised the
matter with him several weeks ago?

(2) Has he any information for these pen-
sioners?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) The matter is still under investigation.

The change of route was brought
about because of the difficulty bus op-
erators were experiencing in making a
right turn from Braibrise Road onto
Leach Highway without the aid of
traffic signals. The Main Roads De-
partment is of the opinion that the
cost of providing signals at that inter-
section cannot be justified because sig-
nals are in place at Bungaree Road
and Leach Highway which is only
some 500 metres away.

(2) I have arranged for representatives
from both the Mfl and Main Roads
Department to meet on site with the
people concerned to further consider
the situation and I will get a report in
due course. When this report reaches
me I will write to the member and to
the spokesperson for the pensioners
concerned.

ROADS
Freeways: Traffic Flows

335. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Government appointed a

working party to examine traffic flows
on the metropolitan freeway system?
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(2) If so, when was the working party
appointed and who are its members?

(3) Is the working party studying any par-
ticular areas on the freeway system,
and if so, which areas?

(4) When is the working party expected to
complete its work?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) No.

(2) to (4) Answered by (1).

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Princess Margaret: Building Programme

338. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) What was the estimated cost of stage 2
of Princess Margaret Hospital at the
commencement of the contract?

(2) What is the current estimated
completion date for the project at its
commencement?

(3) What was the estimated completion
date for the project at its commence-
ment?

(4) What is the currently estimated
completion date for the project?

(5) Who is the project builder?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) $16.77 million.

(2) December 1986.
(3) December 1986.

(4) December 1986.

(5) Knterstruct Ply Ltd.

MINERALS

Leases: Registrations

339. Mr MacKJNINON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

How many mining leases are currently
registered with the Mines Depart-
ment?

Mr PARKER replied:

The total number of mining ten-
ements registered with the Mines De-
partment is 19 275. Of this total,
5 085 constitute mining leases.

EDUCATION
"Evening Star"2: Cost

340. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How much did the Education Depart-

ment's new sailing vessel the Evening
Star cost?

(2) How much is to be spent on the vessel
prior to its being used?

(3) When will it be ready for use?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The actual purchase price for the

Evening Star was $336 000.
The Evening Star was purchased by
the Youth Sailing Foundation which
will raise funds by charter and spon-
sorship of the vessel and otherwise so
that the vessel will, in due course, be
handed over to the Education Depart-
ment for little or no cost to the
Government.

(2) The vessel needs to be modified to
meet the exacting standards required
to carry students in the conditions
which prevail on the Western
Australian coast. In addition, facilities
to house students on board will need
to be provided. The total cost of these
modifications is not yet finalised.

(3) The vessel will be available for charter
during the America's Cup period and
it is anticipated that it will be handed
over to the Education Department
early in 1987.

EDUCATION
"Evening Star".: Marine Survey

341. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Education Department had a

full marine survey carried out on the
new sailing vessel Evening Star which
it recently purchased?

(2) If so, what recommendations were
made as a consequence of that survey?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes. A marine survey was carried out

by an officer of the Department of
Marine and Harbours on the vessel in
Brunei before the vessel was pur-
chased.

(2) The vessel was judged to be sound and
in first-class condition.
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EDUCATION
Vivienne of Seruan .-Sale

342. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Education Department's for-

mer sailing vessel, the Vivienne of
Struan been sold?

(2) If so, for how much?
(3) If not, when will it be sold?
(4) What is the asking price for the vessel?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Offers are being considered.
(4) The vessel has been offered for sale by

tender.

ENERGY: OIL
SEC: Price

343. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What was the average price paid for
fuel oil by the State Energy Com-
mission during the years ended-
(a) 30 June 1982;
(b) 30OJune 1983;
(c) 30OJune 1984;
(d) 30 June 1985?

Mr PARKER replied:
The prices paid by the commission are
confidential to the parties for corn-
mercial reasons.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Financial Accounts

344. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Was the $11 288 000 listed in the

State Energy Commission statement
of revenue and operation for the year
ended 30 June 1985 a final, one-off
payment?

(2) If not, what amount will be paid under
the terms of the agreement during the
year ending 30 June 1986?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The amount was a final, ohie-off pay-

ment, relating. to settlement of out-
standing claims between the Griffin

Coal Mining Co Ltd and the com-
mission.

(2) Not applicable.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Stations: Fuel Source

345. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What proportion of State Energy
Commission electricity is generated
from power stations supplied by-
(a) gas;
(b) coal; and
(c) fuel?

Mr PARKER replied:
The proportion of different fuels used
by the State Energy Commission
varies in the interconnected system
from time to time depending upon
plant -availability and other factors.
However in the first 1 1 months of this
1985-86 financial year the proportions
were gas 37.1 per cent; coal 62.6 per
cent; oil 0.3 per cent. Of course in the
remote diesel stations only oil-based
fuels are used.

POPE JOHN PAUL 11
Official Visit: Government Involvement

346. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) What official involvement will the

State Government have with the visit
of Pope John Paul 11 to Western
Australia in November of this year?

(2) What security arrangements will apply
during the Pope's visit?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Normal courtesies afforded a H~ead of

State visit will be extended to Pope
John Paul 11.

(2) Special security involving the Com-
monwealth and all States is being
arranged on a national basis.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Employees: Day Labour

347. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Why in answer to question 96 of 26

July 19 83 concerning employees of the
State Energy Commission classed as
"'day labour, was the answer to part
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(2) of that question"Nil" when in
answer to the same question -47 of
I11 June 1986-the answer was 5 410?

(2) What should have been the answer to
question 95 of 26 July 1983?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The confusion arises from the mem-

ber's use of the term "day labour". If
he means "employees hired by the
day" the answer to question 47 (2) of
1986 is "Nil". If he means by the termn
"4permanent wages and salaried em-
ployees excluding shift workers and
contract staff", the answer is 5 4 10.

(2) Answered by (1).

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Vehicle Purchases

348. Mr MacKll'NON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Does the State Energy Commission

purchase its vehicles by tender?
(2) If not, how does the State Energy

Commission purchase its motor ve-
hicles?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) and (2) By tender and using State

Government contracts.

HOUSING: RETIREMENT VILLAGES
A'unda ring Shire Council: Joint Venture

350. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for
Housing:
(I) Hans Homeswest received an applIi-

cation from the Shire of Mundaring to
participate in a jointly-funded retire-
ment villages project?

(2) If so, has Homeswest responded to
that approach?

(3) If so, what was the nature of that re-
sponse?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes-
(3) The Shire of Mundaring has been ad-

vised that applications for funding in
the 1986-87 building programme will
be assessed within the limitation of
funds available and with duC regard to
the relative demand for aged persons
accommodation on a State-wide basis.

When a final determination has been
made the shire will be advised by
Homeswest.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS: PERTH
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Sale Price

351. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) For how much was the Perth Techni-

cal College sold to the Western
Australian Development Corporation
by the Government?

(2) Who made the valuation as the basis
of that sale, and on what basis was the
valuation made?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) $20.5 million.
(2) John D. Fleming on the

recommendation of Justin Seward.
The valuation was undertaken on a
staged basis and a total site basis.
Valuations of $18.5 million and $20.5
million respectively were arrived at.

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS: PERTH
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Deposit: Superannuation Board

352. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is it fact that the State Superannuation

Board paid $21.5 million to the West-
ern Australian Development Corpor-
ation as the deposit on the Perth Tech-
nical College site?

(2) Is it also fact that the outstanding bal-
ance of the purchase price is not
accruing interest to the Western
Australian Development Corpor-
ation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Ranford- Warton Roads

354. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Transport:

When is it anticipated that traffic con-
trol signals will be installed at the in-
tersection of Ranford Road and
Warton Road in Canning Vale?
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Mr TROY replied:
No decision has been made to install
traffic signals, nor is it expected that
signals would be required once inter-
section improvements have been
undertaken. The Gosnelis City Coun-
cil has made application to the Main
Roads Department for funds under
the 1986-87 urban pool programme to
upgrade the intersection.

TRAVEL AGENTS ACT
Regulations: Gazettal

355. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:
(1) Have the regulations to be gazetted

under the Travel Agents' Bill yet been
completed?

(2) If so, when will the regulations be
tabled in the Parliament?

(3) If not, when is it expected that the
regulations will be completed?

(4) Have the members of the tribunal
proposed under the legislation yet
been appointed?

(5) If so, who are the members of the ti-
bunal?

(6) If not, when is it anticipated they will
be appointed?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) and (2) No.
(3) Possibly in a month's time-
(4) to (6) Nominations of persons to be

appointed to this tribunal will be sub-
mitted to Cabinet in the near future.

TAXES AND CHARGES
Fringe Benefits Tax: State Gobvernment Cost

357. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier
(1) What is the cost to the State Govern-

ment of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's newly introduced fringe ben-
efits tax?

(2) Does the Government intend to meet
the cost of the benefits to their em-
ployees?

(3) If not, does the Government intend to
increase wages and salarfrs, etc. to
compensate for employees' loss of
wages?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The estimated cost to Consolidated

Revenue is $5 million in a full year.
(2) The Government is required to pay

the tax as an employer under the
Commonwealth legislation.

(3) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Margaret River Building Programme

360. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:

What is the proposed expenditure
for-
(a) buildings;
(b) renovation programme,
for the Margaret River High School?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(a) Should any building works proceed,

details will be available after the capi-
tal works Budget is broughit down;

(b) nil.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Margaret River Building Programme

361. Mr BLAIICIE, to the Minister for
Education:

Would he advise what-
(a) buildings;
(b) renovation programme,
are proposed for the Margaret River
primary school in the 1986-87 year?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I am waiting for a submission from
the school parents and citizens' associ-
ation on their proposals in this
respect. When [ have that, consider-
ation will be given to the matter.

EDUCATION
Computers: Election Commitment

362. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What decision has the Government

made following its election commit-
ment to provide computers for
Government schools?

(2) How many schools would be
involved-
(a) high schools;
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(b) primary schools?
(3) What would be the total number of

computers involved-
(a) high schools;
(b) primary schools?

(4) What is the anticipated cost in (3) (a)
and (b)?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) In the light of the overall budgetary

situation, the Governiment is
reviewing the schedule for the pro-
vision of computing equipment to
Government schools. It is intended
that an announcement will be made in
the near future.

(2) It is intended that eventually all
Government primary and secondary
schools will be involved in the initiat-
ive.

(3) The eventual provision of equipment
will include 1 000 computers in sec-
ondary schools and 1 600 in primary
schools.

(4) As negotiations are still proceeding, a
firm costing for the provision of
equipment is not yet available.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ABORIGINAL LAND
Commonwealth-St ate Commitments

36. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) What are the commitments made by

the State Government to the Com-
monwealth Government for the pro-
vision of Aboriginal land in Western
Australia which led to the announce-
ments in March and May of accord
between the State and Commonwealth
Governments on the subject of Abor-
iginal land rights?

(2) In particular, has the State given any
undertaking to provide land to Abor-
iginal groups under any special ten-
ure?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) The package on which agree-

ment was reached between the Com-
monwealth and the State followed dis-
cussions between the two Govern-
ments in respect of the needs of Abor-

iginal people for land within the State.
The package was based upon existing
land provisions. Three categories were
involved. The first category related to
reserve land that exists currently
within the State; the second category
was mission land; and the third
category was excisions which will be
the subject of negotiations which it is
hoped will take place successfully be-
tween pastoralists and Aboriginal
groups within Western Australia.
Those negotiations will be conducted
by officers of the AAPA and the Lands
and Surveys Department.
At this stage there is no plan for the
provision of land other than that
which falls into those three categories
in Western Australia, and the package
is based on that arrangement. The
other part of the package related to the
provision of funding which would al-
low better infrastructure to be estab-
lished to enable effective development
to take place in those areas. The
Government will offer a package to
Aboriginal groups within the State
based on a 99-year lease arrangement.

Mr Hassell: Will that apply to the ex-
cisions?

Mr BRIDGE: it will apply to all of the
areas negotiated successfully. We shall
offer this land to the Aboriginal
people and in areas where they accept
the offer, negotiations for the leasing
arrangements will take place. It may
well be that some Aboriginal people
will not choose to accept the offer.

Mr Hassell: So that station owner will have
a lease, but the excised area will go on
a 99-year lease?

Mr BRIDGE: That is right. Consistent
with that offer is our intention to look
at the land tenure for pastoralists in
Western Australia.
Therefore, it can be seen that the
Government intends to examine the
needs of pastoralists and, as members
would appreciate, they have been
under examination for some time.
The proce~s I have outlined cannot be
linked with land rights which, as far as
we are concerned, is an issue which
has been cast aside. We attempted to
pass legislation on land rights in Par-
liament and we were unsuccessful. As

508



[Wednesday, 18 June 1986] 0

a consequence, and primarily as a re-
suit of' the abandonment of national
uniform land rights legislation, the
Commonwealth and State have
reached this agreement.

Mr Hassell: Is the agreement with the
Commonwealth open-ended or have
we, as a State, promised to provide
certain areas of land?

Mr BUIDGE: No promise has been made,
apart from the arrangement I outlined
in respect of the three classified
categories. The position is defined
clearly. When one is looking at the
Commonwealth's position, one must
understand that it has an ongoing pol-
icy of acquiring land over and above
that which is allocated to this area by
the States. The Aboriginal Develop.
ment Commission is in place-.-

Mr Hassell: So it will buy land too, will it?
Mr BUIDGE: I do not know what it will

do. That is a Commonwealth policy
and it is a responsibility which is inde-
pendent of the very clear position
taken by this State. We are addressing
this land package based on the
categories I have outlined. This pack-
age relates to those categories and it is
within them that we hope to im-
plement this plan.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Northern Suburbs

37. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Minister seen comments in

newspapers circulating in my elector-
ate in which the Liberal Party says it is
likely to be 50 years before the de-
mand for a rail system to the northern
suburbs could be justified?

(2) If so, would he please advise the
Government's position?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) and (2) 1 thank the member for

Joondalup for the question and I ac-
knowledge in the brief time I have
held the portfolio her very extensive
interest in transport in her electorate.
I am aware of the comments to which
the member refers. The Government's
position is quite clear It seeks to pro-
vide the very best public transport
system consistent with wise expendi-

ture of the taxpayers' dollar. We have
formed an MTT planning group which
is examining public transport needs
throughout Perth. The group's service
development manager will, as a pri-
ority, assess transport services in the
northern corridor and recommend im-
provements in addition to the increase
in bus services generally.
We cannot expect to increase public
transport patronage overnight, but the
public are responding well to our in-
itiatives, as evidenced by the latest
patronage figures. These show that our
buses, ferries, and suburban passenger
trains carried two milhion more pass-
engers to May this year compared
with the same period last year; that is,
we are carrying 44.6 million passen-
gers now compared with 42.6 million
in the previous year. Had those figures
been known to the Opposition, I am
sure their representatives would not
have made the shallow comments
attributed to them in recent weeks.

WATER RESOURCES: CHARGES
Increases: Causes

38. Mr MacKINNON, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:

Do the recently announced increased
charges in respect of the Metropolitan
Water Authority include an estimate
to cover-
(a) The increased costs of the fringe

benefits tax to the authority;
(b) The three per cent productivity

and superannuation payments
supported by the Government?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) and (b) This question is identical to

that posed to me yesterday and the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
would understand that I do not have
the ability to answer it.

Mr MacKinnon: It is not identical at all.
Mr BUIDGE: The substance of it is ident-

ical. The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition knows those statistics are not
available to me right now.

Mr MacKinnon: I did not ask for the stat-
istics. I just asked whether they were
included.
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Mr BRIDGE: If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition puts the question on the
Notice Paper I will be only too happy
to answer it. I am not able to answer
the question now.

Mr MacKinnon: You don't know what the
answer is.

Mr BRIDGE: I admit that I do not know
the answer; therefore, I suggest the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
place the question on the Notice
Paper.

UNIONISTS
South Afirican: Delegation

39. Dr LAWRENCE, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) Did the Minister entertain a del-

egation of visiting South African trade
unionists last week?

(2) If so, will he give their names and
their organisations?

(3) Did the group return to South Africa?
(4) Has the Minister's office had any con-

tact with them since their return?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes, on Wednesday, I11 June.
(2) I entertained Mr Makhulu Ledwaba,

second vice-president, Congress of
South Africa Trade Unions; Mr
Howard Gabriels, education officer,
National Union of Mine Workers; and
Ms Rene Roux, organiser, Food and
Allied Workers Union who were
visiting Australia at the invitation of
the ACTU to learn about industrial
relations in this country. What better
country in the world to learn about,
what better State to learn about in re-
gard to Australian industrial relations.

Mr Taylor: And what better Minister to
teach them!

Mr PETER DOWDING: This is no laugh-
ing matter.

(3) The delegation indicated that they
would contact my office on their re-
turn to South Africa, and I understand
it was their intention to arrive back in
South Africa at approximately
1.00 a.m. on Thursday.

(4) Efforts to communicate with their
office have been unsuccessful and no
word has been received by me as to
their welfare although I know that the

South African Government imposed a
state of emergency at midnight prior
to their return. Information received
by me has indicated that other trade
unionists have been arrested in the
state of emergency. I am unable to
comment about the fate of the visiting
delegation except to say that they were
a group of extremely alert and success-
ful people who had a desire to find out
about other industrial relations
systems and to take their knowledge
back to South Africa. If it is the case,
as one can hypothesise, that these
good people have been carried off to
prison by the South African regime, it
would be a great travesty ofjustice.

TRANSPORT: AIR

South African Airways: Banning
40. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) As the Government has been claiming
credit for the establishment of an ad-
ditional weekly flight to Perth by
Malaysian Airline Systems, which I
also welcome, and is claiming
substantial economic advantages to
the State from that additional flight, is
the Minister concerned at the prospect
of the Federal Government banning
the weekly flight by South African Air-
ways between South Africa and Perth?

(2) Does the Minister understand that
more would be lost from the banning
of that flight than has been gained
from the additional flight by Malysian
Airline Systems?

(3) Has the Minister or his Government
made any representations to the Com-
monwealth Government urging it not
to ban the weekly flight of South
African Airways?

Mr TROY replied:

(t) The weekly additional MAS flight is
welcomed by everyone in Western
Australia and also in Malaysia because
it represents another step in the very
sensible programme that this Govern-
ment has been supporting to increase
the number of flights to Perth over the
last 12 months or so.

Mr MacKin non: it is now back to the level
it was in 1983.
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Mr Brian Burke: Rubbish. You were the
worst Minister for Tourism in the his-
tory of this State. You never even
went to Bunbury.

Mr TROY: Had I been given notice of the
question, of course, I would have been
able to provide full details on a whole
range of increased services.

(2) With regard to the South African Air-
ways movement I am aware that that
is a possibility.

(3) At this stage the Government has not
made representations to the Common-
wealth. I am not sure, if the member
for Karrinyap were in Government,
that he would come out and openly
state the present situation in South
Africa or not. He is perhaps implying
that he would do so, but it would be of
some interest to members on this side
of the House if the Opposition could
make a positive statement with regard
to its support of the South African
system.

Quite clearly, the question of the re-
lationship between air transport and
the involvement of this Government
in regard to international flights has
been a very substantial one and is well
and truly welcomed by those in the
tourism industry of this State.

MEMBER FOR GASCOYNE

Electoral Complaint
41. Mr THOMAS, to the Minister for

Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) Is the Minister aware of allegations

made by the member for Gascoyne
that the Minister's predecessor
instructed the Chief Electoral Officer
not to process a complaint made by
the member for Gascoyne?

(2) If yes, has he made inquiries abo-
this matter?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) 1 have been made aware of the alle-
gations made by the member for
Gascoyne.

(2) 1 have spoken to the Chief Electoral
Officer about the matter. .

Mr MacKinnon:'The Minister did breach
the Act; yes, he did.

Mr BRYCE: In fact, the Chief Electoral
Officer told me this evening that it is
quite absurd to suggest that he
received a direction from the Minister
in respect to this matter. He actually
said he could not even recall having
mentioned the subject to the previous
Minister. My colleague, the member
for Morley-Swan, has also indicated
that he most assuredly did not direct
the Chief Electoral Officer in respect
of this inquiry or complaint. I have
been made fairly well aware of the
nature of the outpouring from the
member for Gascoyne during the
course of his Address-in-Reply
remarks. I think this is an appropriate
opportunity to explain to the 12 new
members of tbe Legislative Assembly
that the member for Gascoyne is a
verbal bully and, like all schoolyard
bullies, when somebody hits him-

Points of Order
Mr LAURANCE: I have a point of order.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! A point of Order
has been taken and I would like to
hear it, members.

Mr LAURANCE: Actually, I have two
points of order. The first is that the
answer being given bears no relation-
ship whatsoever to the question asked
and, secondly, that the answer con-
tains words that I do not think you,
Mr Speaker, would allow and I ask
that they be withdrawn.

The SPEAKER: In respect to the two
points of order raised by the member
for Gascoyne, I concur witl-his first
and disagree entirely with his second
point of order.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Questions Resumed
Mr BRYCE: To conclude the point for the

edification of the new members of this
House: Just like the schoolyard bully,
the member for Gascoyne squeals
loudest and longest whenever he is hit
himself. New members need to be told
that that has been his performance in
this place for over a decade. I invite
new members to watch him squeal.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr Laurance: Have you set the date for the
by-election?

The SPEAKER: I am sorry. I cannot allow
the answer to continue unless it is re-
lated in some way to the question
asked.

Mr Blaikie: Hear, hear! Pity Torn Dadour
was not back here. He knows all about
squeals and bullies!

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Brian Burke: Tom Dadour's represen-

tative is here on our side.
Mr BRYCE: Yes. One of the basic lessons

of life which we in this place need to
learn, and which the member for
Gascoyne has never learned, is that if
one realiy enjoys dishing it out one
must be prepared to cop it back.

Mr Laurance: You just give me that legal
opinion and we will take it to court.

Mr BRYCE: What we saw this after-
noon-

Mr Laurance: You were not here.
Mr BRYCE: I had the misfortune to have

"those tones" interrupt the meeting I
was conducting in my office. This
afternoon we saw the beginning of the
member for Gascoyne's campaign to
unseat the Leader of the Opposition.
He has decided to use any tack that
suits him. I think this is an appropni-
ate opportunity to remind all new
members of this House that the mem-
ber for Gascoyne is a man with funda-
mental flaws in his character. All
members of the Liberal Party have
recognised them in the past, and that
is why we can count on the fingers of
one hand the votes he receives in
party ballots.

Points of Order

Mr HASSELL: It is clear that the Minister
is completely ignoring your ruling, Mr
Speaker, and in fact is treating it with
defiance-

Mr Bryce: He has finished his answer.
Mr Blaikie: He has finished?
Mr COWAN: Will the member for

Mitchell be speaking on this point of
order?

The SPEAKER: I do not know.
Mr COWAN: Mr Speaker, do you intend

to make a ruling on the point of order?

The SPEAKER: It is very diffiCult for me
to rule on the point of order when I
have given the call to the member for
Mitchell who has a further point of
order. He was the first member to his
feet. I will listen to what he has to say
and then come back to you.

Mr D. L. Smith: I was not going to address
you on the point of order.

The SPEAKER: The point of order taken
by the Leader of the Opposition is cor-
rect and I think we should now move
on to the next question.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

POLICE: ROADBLOCKS
Authorisation

42. Mr COWAN, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) What section of the Traffic Act auth-

orises the police to set up roadblocks
outside selected hotels or taverns?

(2) Is it true that most charges relating to
drink-driving offences are laid by
officers involved in road patrols rather
than those attending roadblocks?

(3) If it is, and as there has been no ap-
preciable reduction in the road toll
since roadblocks were introduced,
which indicates the alcohol consumed
in the targeted hotels and taverns is no
more lethal than that consumed in
clubs, restaurants, or private func-
tions, will he instruct the police to de-
sist from this discriminatory practice?

The SPEAKER: Order! Before I call on the
Minister to answer the question I
would like to have a look at it as I
believe it calls for an opinion from the
Minister on a point of law. In that case
it would have to be ruled out of order.

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: I rule that the first part of

the question asked by the member for
Merredin is out of order. I direct the
Honorary Minister assisting the Min-
ister for Police and Emergency Ser-
vices to answer the balance of the
question.

Questions Without Notice Resumed
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(2) and (3) The balance of the question

also asked for an opinion. I think the
member ought to give some notice of
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the question because it really relates to
the operations of the Police Force,
which is a matter out of the hands of
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. At the same time, the mem-
ber for Merredin has indicated his
concern about the way the Police
Force operates in Western Australia,
and I do not agree with him.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Electronic Funds Transfer System: Government
Policy

43. Mr D. L. SMITH, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is the Minister aware of a report
entitled ''Towards a Cashless Society"~
which urges Government involvement
in the area of electronic funds transfer,
in order to ensure the protection of
consumers?

(2) What is the Government's policy on
the rights of consumers in relation to
electronic fund transfers?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes. The report was prepared by the
Australian Science and Technology
Council for the Prime Minister, as
part of its activities in monitoring and
planning for the effects of tech nologi-
cal change.

(2) In collaboration with my counterparts
in other States I have been involved in
the preparation of a draft code of
practice for electronic funds transfer,
and negotiations with representatives
of the financial institutions are afoot.

It is hoped that a suitable code will be
adopted in the near future, and will
prevent any erosion of the traditional
rights of the consumers of banking
and financial services.

TRANSPORT: BUSES

Boarding Passes: Students

44. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is he aware that school children are
not allowed to board MiTbuses with-
out a pass even if they wear school
uniform?

(2) Does he realise that this rule can put
children in, danger if they walk to
school alone, and that it also disrupts
their education?

(3) Will he instruct the MTT not to "work
to regulation", and to allow children
wearing uniform to board buses?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) to (3) I am surprised that a member

with so much experience in this
Chamber has not looked at the ques-
tions on notice and the answers
provided. The majority of the ques-
tions he has put are more than ad-
equately covered there. If any matters
are outstanding I suggest he put them
on notice and I will address them.

WATER POLICE
Relocation: Danger

45. Dr WATSON, to the Minister assisting
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:

Is the Minister satisfied that bathers
using the Harvest Road swimming
area will not be endangered by move-
ment of police vessels accessing the
proposed water police facility?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
I acknowledge the concern of the
member for Canning in asking her
first question in Parliament. Yes, 1 am
totally satisfied. When the Fremantle
City Council was informed of the pro-
posal by the Building Management
Authority by letter dated 12 March
1986 and provided with sketch plans,
it was intended to utilise a T-head
jetty of the nature referred to by the
member for Mt Lawley earlier today.
That was early days. However, on 28
May 1986, following advice from the
Department of Marine and Harbours,
and in consultation with the police,
the design was changed.
The present design provides physical
barriers between police boats and
swimmers. It is apparent that the in-
correct reference earlier today by the
member for Mt Lawley to the
superseded drawings requires correc-
tion.
It appears from the line of argument
he put forward that he is probably
having two bob each way on this issue
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and that he is listening to represen-
tations made to him by the North
Fremantle Ratepayers Association. It
appears that association has been
briefing the member for Mt Lawley
who is uninformed on the issue and
does not want to be furnished with the
correct information.
I suggest to the member and to all
members opposite that if they are go-
ing to make statements and be pris-
oners of their own mind they should at
least make sure that their minds are
well furnished.
I seek leave to table the current plans
for construction of the water police fa-
cility at North Fremantle.
(See paper No. 189.)

ANIMALS
Bull Terriers: Pit Fights

46. Mr WATT, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Following publicity in the newspapers

in recent days and also on the ABC
current affairs programme "AM" this
morning about pit fighting by dogs,
particularly bull terriers, what action
is being taken to apprehend and
charge the offenders?

(2) As the police were reported as saying
there was no evidence to lead to con-
victions, will he instruct the police to
make further inquiries among taxi
drivers, the Bull Terrier Association,
and the journalists who have reported
on the matter?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) and (2) My understanding is there

have been very few reports to the
police of bull terriers being stolen. I
understand that so far this year only
four or five dogs have been reported
as stolen, but there may be something
more recent.
I appreciate the member's concern,
but I suggest that if members of the
public are concerned or have evidence
of illegal activities in this respect, or if
they have evidence of pit fighting of

dogs they should come forward and
produce the evidence to the police.
My understanding is that no-one has
come forward to give evidence to the
police, and I suggest that should hap-
pen if it is appropriate,

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Government Policy

47, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware of statements made by the

member for Gascoyne that Perth can-
not afford a passenger rail system?

(2) Are these statements in line with
Government policy?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) and (2) Yes, I am aware of the various

public statements made by the mem-
ber for Gascoyne in his capacity as
shadow Minister for Transport. I refer
to some comments I made earlier in
response to the member for Joondalup
regarding the great resurgence of
patronage on suburban rail and public
transport generally over the last two
years.
It is very gratifying for this Govern-
ment, which is prepared to listen to
the travelling public and support a
suburban rail system, to now be able
to report that there has been a 13 per
cent increase in patronage on Perth's
suburban passenger rail system in the
past two years. This will bring the
expected rail passengers to almost ten
million in 1985-86, and that rep-
resents 16 per cent of the total public
transport patronage. Rail patronage
this financial year will be at its highest
level since 1974-75.
That sort of response from the public
to the rail system warrants this
Govern ment's interest in the electrifi-
cation of this system, and when the
current study is completed we will be
in a better position to inform the
member for Gascoyne whether there is
any additional cost to the taxpayers,
and by how much the member for
Gascoyne has inflated his figures.
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